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      MAHAPURUSHA SRIMANTA SANKARADEVA VISWAVIDYALAYA 
[Recognised Under Section 2(f) of UGC Act, 1956 ] 

SrimantaSankaradeva Sangha Complex, HaladharBhuyan Path,  
Kalongpar, Nagaon, PIN-782001, Assam, India 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 
SYLLABUS FOR GENERIC ELECTIVE 

 

Course Code: PSO-OO1 

Course Title: Caste in India 

  Credit: 04 
  Semester: II 
  Programme:  MA/M.Sc./MSW in any Programme other than Sociology.  
 
Course Objectives: The course intends to provide basic understanding of caste politics in India and further 

engage them to think critically about contemporary society and politics. It  also aims to introduce caste as a 

sociological discourse attached to our everyday livelihood. Theories regarding caste, its importance will be 

examined in this course 
 

Learning Outcomes:  

 Able to understand the basic concepts like caste, Jati and Varna system.  

 Able to grasp conceptual understanding of the development of caste as a concept that changes as it 

migrates into political, administrative and everyday domains.  

 Able to understand role of British colonialism in producing contemporary understandings of caste as a 

“problem”.  

 Able to understand caste experienced in contemporary everyday life. 

 

Teaching Learning Process: Lecture, Assignment, Individual and Group Presentation, Group Discussion, 

Class test, Use of ICT Tools.  

Course Evaluation:   

i. Semester End examination: 60 marks.  

ii. Internal Assessment: 40 marks (Sessional Examination: 20 marks, Assignment: 05 marks, 

Presentation: 05 marks, Viva: 05marks, Class Participation: 05marks) 

Course Outline:  
            Unit I-Introduction to Caste in India:  

 Understanding caste 

 Sociological understanding of caste in India 
 

Unit II-Historicising caste: 

 Caste and Pre-colonial India 

 Caste and colonialism 

 Caste and Post-independence India 

 
Unit III-Locating Caste/ Caste(ing) the location:  

 Contextualising Caste 

 Caste in North East India 

 Caste in Assam 
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Unit IV-Anti Caste Movements in India:  

 Neo Vaishnavism  

 Mahad Satyagrah 

 NamantarAndolan 

 Self-respect movement 

 VaikomSatyagrah 

 

Teaching Learning Plan:  
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Unit  Unit Name Course Contents Workload     

( hours) 

Weightage 

 

I 

Introduction to North 

East India 

Historical background of Northeast 

India, State formation during Post-

independence period, Formation of 

Autonomous Councils. 

20 

 
16 

 

II 

Ecology of Northeast 

India and Assam in 

Particular 

Ecology of N.E India, Flora, 

Fauna and Rare Species, Ecological 

Hotspots 

14 14 

 

III 

Demographic 

Composition of 

Northeast India 

 

Contextualising Caste,Caste in North 

East India 

Caste in Assam 

 

14 14 

IV 

 

Anti Caste 

Movements in India 

Neo Vaishnavism, Mahad Satyagrah, 

NamantarAndolan, Self-respect 

movement, VaikomSatyagrah 

 

16 16 

Total 64 60 


