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From the Editor’s Desk 

Greetings from MSSV Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences 

We are pleased to inform you that the Journal is going to publish its next issue of 

Volume VI, Issue II of its Bi-annual Online Journal ‗MSSV Journal of Humanities and 

Social Sciences‘ on 10
th 

June, 2022. We would like to take the opportunity to offer our 

gratitude to Dr. Hitesh Deka, Hon‘ble Vice-Chancellor. MSSV, Nagaon for providing us 

this platform to include some of the articles from various fields of humanities and social 

sciences. As editors, we are proud to have a peer-reviewed interdisciplinary forum for 

discussion of all issues related to language, literature, sociology, history, economics, 

education, psychology, political science, anthropology, philosophy, social work, media 

studies, culture based studies, ethnic studies, gender studies and other similar and related 

fields to encourage new and unexplored areas of research. It is now published bi 

annually. Submissions are accepted throughout the year. All submissions undergo blind 

peer-review. The peer-review process takes time but we will try to get back to you within 

three months. We are confident that this collection includes some of the best, most 

stimulating and most readable articles to suit the interests of the readers. We also hope 

that the contents presented here will stimulate new contributors to make future 

researches. The Journal follows the same well-established ethical practices as all other 

reputed journals. It has zero tolerance for plagiarism and expects all contributors to 

declare that the papers are completely original and not published in part of full elsewhere.  

At last but not the least, we would like to take the privilege to offer our 

gratefulness to all the contributors.  

 

With regards, 

 Dr. Tribeni Saikia 

  



6 
 

About the University 

 
Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankaradeva (1449-1568) was a multi-dimensional genius, 

who transformed and modernised Assamese society with his egalitarian ideology. 

He worked in diverse fields like religion, literature, music, dance, drama, 

architecture, social reconstruction, etc. He translated most part of the Bhagavata 

Mahapurana into Assamese language and was the first ever play writer in any 

Indian language other than Sanskrit. He wrote more than 26 (twenty six) scriptures 

mostly inAssamese language besides the Brajawali form and one in Sanskrit. In 

addition he had composed many lyrics/songs including the Borgeets.All these 

justify to call him SARVAGUNAKARA by his most loyal disciple Madhabadeva. 

His philosophy too was unique and different from other branches of Hindu 

philosophies. Aboveall he was a humanist. He welcomed every one irrespective of 

caste, creed, sex into his order. He was also a pioneer in adult education, mass 

communication, etc. He called upon the society to educate women and the 

downtrodden people. Srimanta Sankaradeva Sangha was set up in 1930 in order to 

carry forward the reforms initiated by the saint. It is the largest NGO in North East 

India and it has been working relentlessly among the masses for inculcating the 

values preached by Srimanta Sankaradeva. It is running several schools in the state 

to spread value based education. The Sangha envisaged to establish a University 

and authorised its Srimanta Sankaradeva Education and SocioEconomic 

Development Trust, Nagaon to sponsor the establishment of the University. 

Srimanta Sankaradeva Sangha submitted the proposal for a University under the 

Assam Private Universities Act, 2007. Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankaradeva 

Viswavidyalaya came into existence under the provisions of Mahapurusha 

Srimanta Sankaradeva Viswavidyalaya Act 2013 (AssamAct No. XIX of 2013) 

and was formally founded on 10th of June, 2014. The University has been 

recognised under Section 2(f) of UGCAct, 1956.This University, running under 
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the aegis of Srimanta Sankardeva Education and Socio-economic Development 

Trust, treads its journey following the egalitarian humanistic philosophy of 

Srimanta Sankaradeva and has been trying to empower the student fraternity by 

making them holistically educated and socially responsible citizens. In the initial 

stage, the members and well wishers of the Sangha contributed to raise the 

University.TheAssam Government has granted 300 bighas of land for the 

permanent campus of the University in Raidongia, Nagaon. The University is 

supported with the grant of 15 (Fifteen) crores from the Government ofAssam for 

construction of the permanent campus. Since 2014, the University has completed 

six academic years. We have now two academic campuses, respectively in Nagaon 

and Guwahati.A total number of 100 faculties and officials has been offering their 

contributions in 13 different departments. These departments offer Postgraduate, 

M.Phil. and Ph.D. programmes. Some of the departments also offer undergraduate 

and certificate programmes. The University also fulfils its social responsibilities in 

different socio-cultural causes by initiating awareness and enrichment activities in 

the fields of education, health, women empowerment, etc. The Mahapurusha 

Srimanta Sankaradeva Viswavidyalaya fraternity firmly believes that a new era of 

social regeneration will start from this University. 

 

 

******
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Challenges of E-Waste Management in India and North-East 

with Special Reference to Assam 

 

Ajit Debnath 

 

Abstract 

Electronic waste can be defined as the discarded materials of electrical and electronic 

devices, which are unwanted, not working, and nearing or at the end of their convenient 

life. It is a fact that when we talk about waste, most of us think only about solid waste or 

municipal waste. Besides the municipal waste, there is another waste, i.e, e-waste, which 

is more dangerous than municipal waste. E-waste is increasing globally during the last 

decade. Although, many of us do not have proper awareness for e waste as in case of the 

solid waste we have. The trend of electronic waste is rising in India, North East India and 

it is also a crucial issue in our state Assam. Hence, the present study is an attempt to fill 

the gap of knowledge and a general awareness regarding e waste. The study is carried out 

by using only the secondary sources of data and it is divided into three sections. Section-I 

discusses the introduction, objectives of the study, and methodology of the study. 

Section-II emphasizes the current scenario of electronic waste generation in India, North 

East India and Assam. Finally, the last section deals with the conclusions and some 

policy implications. 

 

Keywords: Electronic waste, E-waste management, hazardous, recycles etc. 

Introduction 

Electronic waste or e-waste or waste electronics and electrical equipment (WEEE), can 

be defined as the discarded materials of electrical and electronic devices, which are 

unwanted, not working, and nearing or at the end of their convenient life. These includes 

computers, televisions, VCRs, stereos, copiers, and Electronic scrap components, such as 

CPUs, which contain potentially harmful materials like lead, cadmium, beryllium, or 

brominated flame retardants. In the 21
st
 Century, rapid urbanisation, rapid changes in 

technology, changes in media, falling prices have resulted in a fast-growing surplus of 
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electronic waste around the world.   An estimated 50 million tons of E-waste are 

produced each year in the world.  The USA discards 30 million computers each year and 

100 million phones are disposed of in Europe each year.  The Environmental Protection 

Agency estimates that only 15-20 percent of e-waste is recycled, the rest of these 

electronics go directly into landfills and incinerators. EPA estimates for 2006-07 

(Begum, 2013). 

In the present era, electronic industry is one of the World‘s largest and the most 

innovative industry. Tons of electronic items are shipped every year over oceans. 

Although, as soon as their utility end up, they comprise a complex waste matter 

consisting of a large number of hazardous heavy metals, acids, toxic chemicals and 

nondegradable plastics. However, many of these are dumped, burnt or exported to 

recyclers. Around 75 percent of e-wastes are uncertain for their use or finding ways to 

use them including refurbishment, remanufacture or reuse their parts for repair etc. Many 

recyclers were exporting the toxic materials such as leaded glass, circuit boards, and 

mercury lamps particularly to China, Africa and India. Dismantling process takes much 

labor, in countries like China and some parts of India there are tones e- wastes junked and 

dismantled; dismantling is not only involved in unscrewing but also shredding, tearing 

and burning (Sivakumaran, 2013).Several toxic and deadly substances are found in 

electronic wastes. These include mercury, lead or brominated flame-retardants etc. 

Unsafe-waste recycling activities badly impact the human health like damage to nervous 

systems, blood systems, brain development, skin disorders, lung cancer, heart, liver, and 

spleen damage, particularly in the informal sector, since informal e-waste workers 

generally do not take any preventive health safeguard measures (Garg and Adhana, 

2019).Around 80 percent of e-waste workers in India suffer from respiratory ailments 

like breathing difficulties, irritation, coughing and choking due to improper safeguards 

(Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM Report,2016). 

The industrial sector in India generates around 100 million tons of non-hazardous 

solid wastes per year. India generates over 8 million tons of hazardous wastes per year 

and around 60 percent of the generated wastes, i.e., almost 4.8 million tons per year is 

estimated to be recyclable. The remaining 3.2 million tons per year is non-recyclable. 



74 
 

Regarding e-waste, around 1.5 percent of the total volume of e-wastes generated in India 

is recycled by formal recyclers or institutional processing. But around 8 percent of the e-

waste generated is rendered useless and goes to landfills (Garg and Adhna, 2019).  

Regarding North East India and our state Assam it is found that A report released 

by Toxic Link, an environmental NGO, 2013, indicated that e-waste is increasing at an 

alarming rate in the North-eastern states and Assam alone generating approximately 

14,000 tons of e-waste  followed by Meghalaya ( 446 tons) and Mizoram(18 tons) 

annually(Bhatia et.al., 2018). 

Composition of E-waste 

Electronics waste is consisted of all types of waste from electronic and electrical 

appliances which have reached their end- of- life period or are no longer fit for their 

original intended use and are destined for recovery, recycling or disposal. These include 

computer and its accessories, monitors, printers, keyboards, central processing units; 

typewriters, mobile phones and chargers, remotes, compact discs, headphones, batteries, 

LCD/Plasma TVs, air conditioners, refrigerators and other household appliances etc. E-

waste composition is diverse in nature and can be categorized as ‗hazardous‘ and ‗non-

hazardous‘. The waste consists of ferrous and non-ferrous metals, plastics, glass, wood 

and plywood, printed circuit boards, concrete, ceramics, rubber and other items. Among 

these Iron and steel constitute around 50 percent of the total waste. It is followed by 

plastics (21 percent), non-ferrous metals (13 percent) and other constituents. Again, non-

ferrous metals consist of metals like copper, aluminum and precious metals like silver, 

gold, platinum, palladium and etc.  The elements lead, mercury, arsenic, cadmium, 

selenium, hexavalent chromium, and flame retardants beyond threshold quantities make 

e-waste hazardous in nature (Government of India, 2011). Besides, the composition of 

e-waste may be divided broadly into six categories such as Iron and steel, used for 

casings and frames ,  Non-ferrous metals, especially copper used in cables, and aluminum 

,Glass used for screens, windows ,  Plastic used as casing, in cables and for circuit boards   

Electronic components , Others like rubber, wood, ceramic etc.(Begum, 2013). The 

following table gives the toxic constituents found in the e-waste. 
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Table 1 

Toxic Constituents in E-Waste Components 

COMPONENTS CONSTITUENTS 

Printed circuit boards Lead and cadmium 

Cathode ray tubes (CRTs) Lead oxide and Cd 

Switches & flat screen monitors Mercury 

Computer batteries Cadmium 

Capacitors and transformers PCB 

Printed circuit boards, plastic casings cable Brominated flame retardant 

Cable insulation/coating PVC 

Source: Ministry of Environment& Forests New Delhi, India 

 

Objectives of the Study 

The study has been conducted with the following objectives: 

1. To examine the trends of E- Waste management in India and North East India. 

2. To analyse the current scenario of E-Waste management in Assam. 

3. To formulate suggestions regarding challenges of e-waste in North East and Assam. 

Data Source and Methodology 

The present study is mainly based on secondary sources of data. All the data are 

collected from the various sources like websites, various reports and various published 

and unpublished data sources. The data were extracted from the various online and 

offline journal articles, various books and e- books, newspapers and websites particularly 

from the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology, Government of India, 

various issues of ASSOCHAM‘s Newsletter, Report of ASSOCHAM-Sofies-Toxics Link 

joint study, ENVIS, NEHU Newsletter. 

E-Waste Scenario in India 

As per the joint study report by ASSOCHAM and EY (Ernst and Young Global Limited) 

E-waste generation in India is likely to increase by 5.2 million tons in 2020 from 1.85 
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million tons in 2016 due to buoyant economic growth and changing consumption 

patterns. In 2016, India produced around 12 percent of the global e-waste production. At 

present India is the fifth largest Electronic waste producer in the world in which computer 

devices account for approximately 70 percent of e-waste, followed by the contribution of 

telecom sector being 12 percent, medical equipment being 8 percent, and electric 

equipments being 7 percent of the annual-waste production (Garg and Adhana, 2019). 

Besides, the Government, public sector companies, and private sector companies produce 

almost 75 percent of e- waste with the contribution of individual household being only 16 

percent.  

As per ASSOCHAM‘s report, only 1.5 percent of electronic waste generated in India is 

recycled through an institutional process. With this, an attempt was made to analyse the 

e-waste percentage of top ten state of India and it is given the following Table-2 and 

Figure-1. 

Table-2 

E-Waste Generation in Top Ten States of India (in Tons) 

States E-Wastes (in Tons) 

Maharashtra 20270.59 

Tamil Nadu 13486.24 

Andhra Pradesh 12780.33 

Uttar Pradesh 10381.11 

West Bengal 10059.36 

Delhi 9729.15 

Karnataka 9118.74 

Gujarat 8994.33 

Madhya Pradesh 7800.62 

Punjab 6958.46 

Total 109578.93 

Source: Research Unit (LARRDIS) Rajya Sabha Secretariat, Government of India, New 

Delhi, India (2011). 
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Figure-1 

E-Waste Generation in Selected Top Ten States of India (in Percentage) 

 
Source: Research Unit (LARRDIS) Rajya Sabha Secretariat, Government of India, New 

Delhi, India (2011) 

 The Figure-1 shows that Maharashtra is the largest producers of e-waste (approx. 

19 percent) followed by Tamil Nadu (approx. 12 percent) and Andhra Pradesh (approx. 

12 percent) and the least in Punjab (approx. 6 percent). 

 After the top ten states an attempt was also made to analyse the city wise 

generation of e-waste, which is furnished in the following figure 2. 

 

Figure-2 

Percentage Contribution of E-Wastes Generation in Top Ten Cities of India 

 

Source: Begum, K.J. (2013) 
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The Figure-2 shows that Mumbai generates the highest percentage of e-waste (24.02 

percent) among the given top ten cities in India, followed by Delhi (21.21 percent) and 

Bangalore (10.13 percent). However, Nagpur produces the lowest quantity (3.85 percent) 

among all the selected cities. 

E-Waste Scenario in North-East India and Assam 

The issue of e-waste is a major challenge in the North- Eastern states of India at present 

because of the volumes of obsolete products generated and the toxic materials like lead, 

mercury, bromine containing flame retardants etc. present in them. Besides, absence of 

any recycling system adds to the bleak scenario (Pathok et.al.,2014).Due to lack of proper 

awareness and the increasing usage of electronics in the region, the toxic waste stream is 

damaging the natural beauty andnatural resources of the entire region. E- wastes mayroot 

widespread environmental damage due to the use of toxic materials in the manufacture of 

electronic goods.The presence of hazardous materials like lead, mercury and hexavalent 

chromium in one form or the other wastes primarily consist of cathode ray tubes (CRTs), 

printed board assemblies, capacitors, mercury switches and relays, batteries, liquid crystal 

displays (LCDs), Cartridges from photocopying machines and electrolytes etc.(Pathok 

et.al.,2014).According to Toxic Link (2013) e-waste generation is growing at faster rate 

in the North-eastern states. Assam is the highest producer of e-waste in region and it 

generated around 14,000 tons of e-waste followed by Shillong (around 446 tons) annually 

and Mizoram (18 tons), (Bhatia et.al.2018). 

 

However, according to the Research Unit, Rajya Sabha Secretariat, Government 

of  India (2011) the North Easter States were producing approx.3432.5 tons of e-waste 

annually, which is furnished in the following Table-3 with state wise figure. The state of 

Assam was generating only 2176.7 tons of e -waste annually, but within eight years the 

figure increased to 14,000 tons showing an annual growth rate of approx. 67.92 percent. 
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Table-3 

Quantity of E- Waste Generated in North Eastern States, 2005 

North-Eastern States E-Waste generated (in Tons) 

Arunachal Pradesh 131.7 

Assam 2176.7 

Manipur 231.7 

Meghalaya 211.6 

Mizoram 79.3 

Nagaland 145.1 

Sikkim 78.1 

Tripura 378.3 

Total 3432.5 

Source: International Resource Group Systems South Asia Pvt. Ltd (IRGSSA), 2005, in 

Research Unit, Rajya Sabha Secretariat, New Delhi (2011). 

 

E-Waste Scenario in Assam 

The problem of e-waste management is more crucial in the state of Assam. There 

is market failure regarding awareness among electronic good suppliers and garbage 

collector. Besides, almost all of the garbage collection in Assam is practiced by informal 

sectors. As a result, the dumping of both e-waste and other wastes are done in the same 

place and burnt together.  

It is to be noted that Assam has become the sixth largest e-waste generator in India. 

Since, most of the electronic wastes are chucked and burned together in the informal 

scrap yards, it leads to the emissions of hazardous gases into the atmosphere. This could 

lead to severe negative impact health as well as on environment. 

E- Waste Management in Guwahati 

In Guwahati, mainly the rag pickers maintain the electronic waste flow by 

collecting most of the obsolete electronic wastes from households as well as 

manufacturers and the collected items by the rag pickers end up in the hands of informal 

recyclers. Around 90 per cent of e-waste is disposed-off in an unscientific manner. In this 

process, the toxic substances released during the extraction processes are mixed with 

municipal solid waste and contaminate the water, soil and air posing severe threat to the 
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environment (Barmanet, 2017). However, few formal e-waste collecting centers like 

Redington India Limited, Carrier Media India Pvt. Ltd., Zebronics India Pvt. Ltd. and Bir 

Electronics Pvt. Ltd are also found working with e-wastes. As per the Assam Pollution 

Control Board Report, 2014, around 23.274 tons of e-waste were collected by the e-waste 

drop points all over Assam and the collected wastes were sent for recycling to Roorkee, 

Bangalore and Hooghly (Bhatia et.al., 2018).  

Initiatives for E-Waste Management by Government of Assam 

As the quantity of e-waste rising in the state, the State Government is planning to 

implement a project for disposal of the e-waste generated in sate. According to the 

preliminary survey report, a quantum of 50 tons of e-waste materials were found e in the 

surveyed areas and the survey was conducted in Assam Petro-Chemicals Ltd. (Namrup), 

BVFCL (Namrup), Dibrugarh University, ONGC (Jorhat), Jorhat Engineering College 

(Jorhat), OIL (Duliajan), IOCL (Digboi), ONGC (Sivasagar) IOCL (Bongaigaon), Army 

Headquarters (Tezpur), Air Force Station (Tezpur), Tezpur Central University, Assam 

Engineering College (CSE Dept), and a few offices of the Deputy Commissioners of the 

State (Barman et.al.,2017).  

Prediction Electronic Waste in Guwahati City 

For any outmoded electronic product to the e-waste production can be estimated by using 

the following equation (Robinson, 2009): E=MN/L,where, E represents the annual e-

waste of a certain electronic item (kg per year), M is the mass of the selected item in kg,  

N is the number of items and  L is the average lifespan of the item in years (Barman 

et.al.,2017). 
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Figure-3 

Projected E-waste in Guwahati City 

 

Source: International Journal of Innovative Research in Science, Engineering and 

Technology, 2017, Vol-6, Issue-3. 

The above Figure-3 displays the rising trends in the gross volume of potential electronic 

waste predicted to be generated in the forthcoming years, particularly, by four electronic 

kits in Guwahati City, the capital of Assam. The projected value shows that the total 

amount of e-waste will increase from 16.72 tons in 2016 to 22.60 tons in 2020 (Barman, 

et.al.,2017). 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

Thus, the study shows that thee-waste has emerged as one of the fastest growing waste 

streams worldwide nowadays. The quantum of wastes generated over the past several 

years have posed an ever-increasing threat to environment and public health. It should be 

mentioned that there is lack of authentic data even on global scenario of E-waste 

production and it is more troublesome in Indian context. As per the joint study report by 

ASSOCHAM and EY (Ernst and Young Global Limited) E-waste generation in India is 

likely to increase by 5.2 million tons in 2020.According to Toxic Link (2013) e-waste 

generation is growing at faster rate in the North-eastern states. Assam is the highest 

producer of e-waste in region and it generated around 14,000 tons of e-waste followed by 
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Shillong (around 446 tons) annually and Mizoram (18 tons). Finally, the study shows that 

the total amount of e-waste in Guwahati city would be 22.60 MT in the year 2020.  

From the study, the following recommendations are suggested: 

 As the e-waste emissions could adversely affect the health of people exposed to 

such waste material, hence, intensive awareness and training programme among 

the various stakeholders of e-waste should be conducted at various levels to 

accelerate the implementation of EWM rules. The Government should 

conceptualize and define the necessary building blocks for a proper e- waste 

management model in India from the grass root level. 

 The various stakeholders as rational citizens, should spread awareness in such a 

way that our used electronics end up with authorized recycling vendors and not to 

the neighbourhood scrap dealers. 

 A proper public private partnership can play a vital role in e-waste management 

system.   If electronic waste is handled properly then it would not only help 

replenish the resources but would also create job opportunities for many 

unemployed.   

 Mixing of e-waste with municipal solid waste should strictly be prohibited as 

most of the e-waste collected is being dumped along with the solid waste in most 

of cities and urban centres. As for example, most of the e-waste collected in 

Guwahati city is dumped at the Boragaon dumping site by the Municipal 

Corporation (Barman et.al. 2017).  

 There is a need of conducting a thorough study of consumer behaviour. As the 

changing lifestyle on the personal and business landscape being heavily 

dependent on technology, electronic commodities have become a corollary to the 

way we live, which will generate E-waste accumulation. Hence, effective 

methods can be nodded upon for its proper disposal. 
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Rising like the Phoenix: the Women in Arupa Patangia Kalita’s Felanee 

 

Bhatima Barman 

 

Abstract 

Assam is a land of multiple ethnic groups replete with a unique combination of multiple 

languages and cultures coexisting for centuries. However, this multi-hued social fabric 

has what led to decades of violence owing to questions and claims of identity. Most of 

the militant outfits in Assam have its roots in the identity politics which continue to 

dominate till date. Assam has a long violent history owing to various agitations and 

separatist movements, and sadly it is often the most marginalized section of the society 

who is affected. This paper is an attempt to read Arupa Patangia Kalita‘s novel Felanee 

as an exalting story which glorifies the resilience of Felanee and other women who 

occupy the fringes of the society and are victims of mindless violence, and yet with 

undoubting spirit and a will to live and survive, they overcome all odds and fight back. 

Keywords: Identity, violence, trauma, resilience etc.  

Endowed with pristine beauty and a unique geographical position, Assam is a 

melting pot of a number of tribes and ethnic communities making it a multi-ethnic, multi-

cultural, multi-lingual state. As H. Srikanth (2018) says ―In many respects, Assam is a 

mini-India with different national, ethnic, religious and linguistic and tribal groups living 

together in the region for centuries. It was never a monolingual or single nationality 

region at any point of time‖. Yet, it‘s multi-culturality and ethnicity has posed conflicts 

for decades among its inhabitants. Assam has seen endless number of conflicts owing to 

concerns of linguistic identity, ethnic supremacy, claims of indignity etc. For a long time, 

it had become a land of agitations and insurgencies leading to large scale violence, 

mayhem, forced migration, loss of lives and livelihood. Conventionally, women have 

mostly occupied a marginalized position when it comes to active participation in political 

or economic (either in private or in public) matters. But when it comes to political or 

ethnic conflict, it is women who suffer most. They are forced to suffer irreparable losses 

owing to mindless violence. 



85 
 

In the novel, Felanee (the sound of something dropped into the water) — her 

name itself is an example of the desperations of survival from violence and bloodshed. 

The day Felanee was born; she lost both her parents to violence. The times are indicative 

of the bhasha andolan of the sixties which severely strained the relationship between the 

Assamese and Bengali people. Felanee was dropped in a pond as her mother lay dying on 

the porch after giving birth to her. Her parents were a casualty of the initial period of 

conflicts arising out of an identity crisis— an offshoot of the fear of being overshadowed 

by the Bengalis. And decades later, Felanee and her husband Lambodar were faced with 

the violence of Assam agitation. Families of various ethnicities and language who have 

been residing together were decimated at one stroke. Identity crisis, at most times, has 

been the root cause of most violence. Felanee (whose father was a Bengali and mother a 

Bodo) is asked to keep aside her mother‘s shakha (white conch shell bangles unique to 

the Bengali community). Lambodar is advised to raise a gamosa as a flag to indicate they 

are Assamese. Be it shakha or gamosa— such things become cultural symbols or markers 

of a particular identity. For a group of people who have lived harmoniously for years, it 

was hard to abandon the land or the memories associated with the land. Yet, such 

conflicts led to large scale forced migrations and such ―prolonged ethnic and political 

struggles in the region inflicted unimaginable damage to the lives of ordinary people and 

the prevalence of the chaotic atmosphere shattered the dreams of peaceful coexistence 

among various ethnic groups‖ (T Raam Kumar and Padmanabhan, 2020). Felanee 

loses her husband and her unborn child in the violence during Assam agitation. Humanity 

reaches the nadir when we see innocent people being systemically decimated and 

mutilated. Felanee does not receive proper medical attention in the refugee shelter just 

because she was wearing shakha. When asked by one of the doctors in the camp about 

her identity, she ―does not have an answer to state categorically her identity. Her 

consciousness revolves around her multi-ethnic identity and the only word which drops 

as an answer from her quaking lips is ‗human‘‖ (Sharma, 2020). Through the character 

of Felanee, the writer ―criticises the general understanding of identity as a single unit and 

presents a multiethnic protagonist who is a Bodo, a Bengali as well as an Assamese‖, and 

―her response challenges and questions the dominant cultural view of identity as well as 

nationhood— identity can be multiple and barriers are artificially created‖ (Choudhury, 
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2014). Felanee challenges the notion of straightforward or singular definition of 

‗identity‘, but ―it is her identity carved out of diverse ethnic lineages, which lands her in 

trouble. During the Assam movement, she becomes the target of violent factions. 

Similarly, during the Bodo movement, Felanee is warned to embrace the customs and 

traditions of the Bodo tribe and wear the dokhona. Negotiating the rather uncertain times 

and emerging as a survivor, Felanee is a paean to the indomitable spirit of people living 

on the periphery‖ (Sharma, 2020). 

The trauma and sufferings brought about by violence is indescribable and 

unfathomable. When Felanee goes back to the village to look for her husband, she‘s met 

with the stuttering of Raghu: ―The terror of that loss can never be fully expressed in 

language; it only comes to her as the stuttering of Raghu, the orphan who has speech 

impairment. It is appropriate that such violence has no language. While it is difficult to 

capture the nuances of Raghu‘s expression in translation, in the original the violence 

spreads to language itself rendering impaired speech the only possible medium to express 

Lambodar‘s violent death‖ (Medhi, 2016). 

After her husband‘s death, Felanee fights for survival along with her son Moni, 

slowly trying to learn some skill and earn her livelihood. She meets a number of women 

in the settlement (all victims of some other violence— political or domestic). Kali Burhi 

pretends to be possessed by the goddess Kali in order to survive in a society where it is 

difficult for a single, abandoned woman to sustain with minimum dignity. Her act of 

being possessed, however, empowers her economically and in turn subverts the 

patriarchal notions of a helpless woman. Ratna‘s mother is constantly abused and 

humiliated for her inability to provide a son. Yet, it is Ratna who looks after the needs of 

the entire family. Minoti stoically embraces her fate as a single mother. Be it Jaggu‘s 

wife or Jon‘s mother— ―these women in the novel represent those thousands of women, 

mothers who struggle even in the period of turmoil for the bread of their family‖ (Devi, 

2018). These women are victims not only of political turmoil but also domestic violence. 

In a patriarchal society where women are supposed to be the silent receptors of their 

fate—these women slowly but steadily carves out their own destinies. The novel is a 

beautiful example of female friendship and solidarity which carries them through turmoil. 
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―They found relief in each other sharing tales of their broken life, individual experiences 

and wounds. The tension going on in the background could not become a barrier or 

difference to their sisterhood but made their friendship and togetherness intact‖ 

(Chouhdhury, 2014). Economic blockades, curfews, political killings, ethnic cleansing 

etc. constantly thwart the daily lives of the people living in the peripheries of the socio-

economic strata. Crippled by political violence, domestic violence, and economic 

marginalization— these women fight all odds every moment of their lives: ―Women‘s 

collective survival remains central to the Felanee story, how women sustained themselves 

and their families, taking care to feed and fight if necessary‖ (Medhi, 2016). The writer 

beautifully creates a mosaic of the difficult lives of these women— a single thread 

uniting these women, that is, their instinct for survival against all odds. 

The violence of Assam agitation, false promises of leaders, demands for a 

separate Bodo state, never ending curfews and blackouts— all these and more wreak 

havoc on the most vulnerable section of the society. Yet, time and again, these women 

fight back and rise like the phoenix defying every challenge. 
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Impact of Lockdown during Covid-19 among Street Vendors 

Living in Golaghat City of Assam 

 

Diganta Kr. Mudoi 

 

Abstract 

The ongoing COVID-19 poses a global challenge that result in significant socioeconomic 

and psychological impacts. While the entire world appreciates the great job done every 

single day by the health care personnel, little attention has been paid to people especially 

street vendors involved in supplying, delivering, and retailing food commodities even 

during the strict lockdown. As of 8 July 2021, there were a total of 2387 cases confirmed, 

1656 of who were successfully recovered, 729 active cases, and only 2 diseases in the 

Golaghat District of Assam. This study follows a direct observation approach with in-

depth one-to-one interviews with street vendors. The data was collected locally from 

official sources like the Golaghat Deputy Commissioner office. This paper presents the 

findings of a survey done among 50 street vendors who sell agricultural goods for their 

livelihood in Golaghat, Assam, to better understand their struggles and efforts to support 

their families' basic requirements during the pandemic.  The majority of street sellers are 

young men from rural areas who spend three to nine hours selling vegetables and fruits 

for only Rs. 100/- to Rs. 500/- per day. Over 72 percent are earning earn less than Rs. 

500/- per day only.  These street vendors are unable to support themselves and their 

families without working and following the government's "Stay Home and Stay Free" 

initiative because the government is unable to provide essential commodities such as 

medicines and rations to all street vendors for their survival and that of their families. As 

a result, street vendors remain more prone to the virus's propagation across cities. The 

world economy and human health are both affected by the coronavirus. No one can 

predict the occurrence of the coronavirus. Therefore, it is very difficult for all the 

governments of different nations to take appropriate measures for all the people. The 

objective of this paper is to understand how street vendors and their families are affected 

during Covid 19 pandemic. This paper aims to explore the impact of lockdown during 

Covid 19 among street vendors living in the study area. The paper is based on both 
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primary and secondary data. Purposive sampling has been used to select research 

participants. In-depth one-to-one interviews were held involving 50 research participants. 

To achieve the aim the researcher interviewed the street vendors and collected the 

required data for the study.  

 

Keywords: Street vendors, Covid 19, Agricultural Goods  

 

 

Introduction 

 

Everything was running smoothly until the end of December 2019 when the deadly 

global pandemic of COVID-19 broke out (Zeb, Hussain, and Javed 2021). On January 

30, 2020, India reported the first confirmed case of coronavirus infection in the state of 

Kerala, with the victim having a travel history from Wuhan, China. As soon as the 

lockdown began, all the migrant workers lost their jobs, and street vendors lost a 

significant amount of money owing to a lack of jobs and food insecurity (Akriti, 

Satpathy, and Patnaik 2021). Covid-19 triggered lockdowns and curfews as well as 

measures to restructure markets and regulate street trade (Kiaka et al. 2021). Nearly 50 

percent of vendors in India serve cooked food at accessible prices, while more than a 

third of them sell fresh fruits and vegetables, meeting more than a third of urban India's 

needs.  According to the street vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street 

Vending) Act of 2014, a ―street vendor‖ is a person engaged in selling articles, goods, 

wares, food items, or merchandise of everyday use to the general public, or offering 

services to the general public, in a street, lane, sidewalk, footpath, pavement, public park, 

or any other public place or private area, from a temporary built-up structure or by 

moving from one location to another, and encompasses hawker, peddler, squatter, and all 

other synonyms that may be local or regional (Alva 2014). Before COVID-19, street 

vendors in most cities throughout the world suffer daily harassment, bribes, as well as 

evictions, and Only a few communities acknowledged and respected street vendors' 

contributions to food security, the local economy, and the preservation of natural markets 

(Chen 2020). The mobility and exposure of street vendors who do not have a regular 

income and live-in poverty are crucial concerns during the current pandemic because they 
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may be more susceptible to coronavirus infection and a potential source of disease 

transmission in cities(Salesiano et al. 2020).  

 

Theoretical Linkages of Street Vendors and their livelihood 

 

For a long time, development theories and literature had recognized the link between 

street vendors and livelihood. Many research studies examined the relationship between 

street vendors and their livelihood in both developed and developing countries. In many 

studies, street sellers played an important role in food security and generation of income 

for many low-income Indians. Despite this, they were facing serious financial difficulties 

for their livelihood. Many food vendors were uneducated, did not participate completely 

in conventional financial systems to save and borrow money, and were harassed by local 

authorities (McKay et al. 2016). According to a survey conducted in seven Indian cities, 

street vendors earn between Rs. 40 and Rs. 80 per day on average. Women who worked 

as street vendors made much less money. They toiled for ten hours a day and were 

always on the verge of being evicted (Weekly 2016). A large number of people were, 

directly and indirectly, engaged with the street vendor profession and are contributing to 

the economy of Bangladesh. By using quantitative oriented qualitative mixed-method this 

study found that developing street entrepreneurship, poverty reduction and sustainable 

livelihood, and obstacles faced by street vendors constitute the main problem(Sarker et 

al. 2019).  Many times during COVID 19 street vendors faced difficulties in their 

business activities, whether it was due to municipal officials interfering with their 

vending activities or some unforeseen events daily. Despite their difficulties, they had 

maintained a positive attitude and offered their services to the general public to continue 

their livelihood with an expectation that authorities that regulated the street vending 

during covid 19 would provide financial support to them (Deka 2020). Street vendors 

possessed rudimentary skills, such as dealing with consumers, selecting things for sale, 

and projecting customers' requirements. So, to empower street vendors to be more 

productive and to enhance their source of livelihood, there was a critical need for 

assistance in skills development(Mramba et al. 2015).  
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Covid-19 and Street Vendors 

As a result of the coronavirus, Indian street vendors have been' shattered. Many 

customers are staying away from such vendors due to concerns about the spread of 

Covid-19, which is decimating their incomes. Consumer purchasing behavior for fresh 

vegetables from street vendors changed dramatically as a result of the COVID-19 

outbreak. As a result, consumers are more likely to place online purchases for fresh 

veggies delivered straight from producers (Butu et al. 2020). As a result of the COVID-

19 outbreak, consumer purchasing behavior for fresh vegetables from street vendors has 

changed substantially. Consumers are increasingly inclined to order fresh vegetables 

directly from producers via the internet(Salesiano et al. 2020) (Lucan et al. 2013). 

Again the in-depth analysis of the socio-economic aspects of the women vegetable 

vendors in Tiruchirappalli town has led to the conclusion that their economic condition is 

deplorable during this situation and there is an action plan required to improve their 

condition (Unnamalai, Alter, and Vanek 2020). The disbursement of cash transfers 

during Covid 19 from 1,789 smallholder households in the three northern Indian states of 

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh (using a quasi-experimental approach and 

survey) revealed that emergency relief packages have reached India's most vulnerable 

citizens. Overall, 89-94 percent of households benefited from direct cash transfers 

(Varshney et al. 2021).  

The policies introduced in the last two decades, particularly the Street Vendors Act 2014 

and the PM SVANidhi Scheme 2020 highlighted the disparity in their implementation 

across India's states. The PMSVANidhi Scheme 2020, which aimed to formalize the 

street vendor economy, is now facing a dismantling health crisis during the Covid 19 

pandemic (Maniktala and Jain 2020). 

 

Objectives of the Study 

1. To analyze the socioeconomic profile of the street vendors in the study area.  

2. To assess the impact of Covid 19 on the livelihoods of fruit and vegetable street 

vendors.  
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Material and Methods 

 

This study is mostly exploratory and descriptive. The study has been made to investigate 

the consequences of the Covid 19 lockdown on street vendors and their livelihoods. The 

Information has been collected through a direct observation approach with in-depth one-

to-one interviews through schedules from street vendors in Golaghat city.  zones, with the 

major focus on the required data. 

 

Description of the Study Area 

 

This research was carried out in the town of Golaghat in the Indian state of Assam. The 

main river, Dhansiri, rises from Nagaland's Laisang peak and is located between 25°50' 

and 26°47' north latitude and 93°16' and 94°10' east longitude. It is divided into four 

administrative subdivisions. Even though Golaghat is the town's major market, there are 

also various selling places or small markets of agricultural commodities and 

manufactured goods in each subdivision. 

 

Data Collection and Analysis 

The data was gathered from street vendors who collected agricultural commodities from 

the villages' fields. These street vendors were selling agricultural goods without a license, 

insurance, a minimum salary, or health and safety regulations. They peddled their wares 

in front of shops, on busy city streets, and, in most cases, on a pedestrian path. Between 

10
th
 May and 17

th
 June 2021, data was collected from 50 street vendors of agricultural 

goods using a semi-structured questionnaire. Golaghat town, Junaki Nagar, Farkating, 

and Merapani are the main areas of the city from where the street vendors are chosen. 

They were selected based on their understanding and expertise with street vending for at 

least 8 months. The main methods of data collection are interviews and listening to their 

stories. The conversation with the street vendors using a schedule took 15-20 minutes. 

The schedule included different questions which addressed the reasons for the study. The 

questions are related to the socio-economic profile of the street vendors, their time of 

coming from home and leaving from the market, type of goods that they sold during 

Covid 19. During the interview, a few street sellers (5–12%) were highly hesitant to 

answer our questions, particularly about turnover and income during Covid 19. The 
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capital and profit calculations did not include these street sellers. To calculate 

frequencies, means, percentages, a statistical technique was used. The collected data are 

presented only in tables. A convenient sampling technique was adopted to collect the 

requisite information from 50 respondents from 4 different places of the Golaghat city. 

 

Results and Discussion 

 

Socioeconomic Profile of the Street Vendors 

 

Table 1 shows that the majority of street vendors selling agricultural commodities are 

men (84 percent), with a few exceptions (16 percent) being women. Street vendors are 

young (35 years old). Out of the total sample respondents, 48 percent are between the 

ages of 15 and 34, 42 percent (the elderly vendors) are 35 to 54 years old and the 

remaining 10 percent are at the age of 55 years and above. These findings are consistent 

with those of previous studies, particularly those undertaken in Asian nations such as 

Thailand (Nirathron 2006). 

Table 1: Socioeconomic Profile of the Street Vendors 

Variables  Category  No. of Respondents  Percentage  

 

Gender  

Male  42 84 

Female  08 16 

 

Age (Years)  

15- 34 24 48 

35- 54 21 42 

55 and above  05 10 

 

Size of Household  

1-4 15 30 

5- 9 29 58 

10 and above  06 12 

 

Income Earned 

(Rupees)  

100 -- 500 36 72 

501 -- 1000 08 16 

1001 and above  06 12 

Source: Field Survey, 2020 
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The lockdown had a multifaceted impact on street vendors. Many street vendors quit 

working, and those who wished to change professions were forced to stay in the same 

line of labour. Some participants have spoken about how the government has aided them 

in the form of free rations and distribution of medicines. Since the government's 

restrictions were imposed especially by the municipal authorities and district 

administration during lockdown so along with financial losses, they had to also deal with 

mental stress.  However, a few respondents expecting of receiving financial aid from the 

government authorities.  

Selling Time for Agricultural Goods 

Table 2 provides that over half of street vendors (48 percent) come to sell their goods in 

the early morning between 7 and 9 a.m., while 24 percent come from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., 

16 percent from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., and a handful (12 percent) come at any time (Figure 2). 

As the Coronavirus spreads, they are having a lot of difficulties collecting goods and 

selling them to customers. 

 

Table 2: Selling Time for Agricultural Goods 

Time No. of Respondents  Percentage  

7 AM - 9 AM 24 48 

10 AM -12 Noon 12 24 

1PM – 3PM 8 16 

Any time 6 12 

Source: Field Survey, 2020 

 

Effects of Covid-19 on Street Vendors Business Activities 

The onset of the Covid 19 pandemic, as seen in Table 3, has caused widespread economic 

upheaval. According to 100 percent of the respondents who were included in the study, 

the series of lockdowns to control the pandemic scenario harmed the livelihood of street 

sellers. Table 3 shows the negative impact on street vendors, with 100 percent of 

respondents stating that there was a loss of income as a result of the complete halt to all 

business activities, increasing their level of debt to obtain necessities of life, and there 

was a scarcity of food stocks as a result of the nation-wide lockdown of economic 
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activities. Threats and harassment from police personnel were experienced by a large 

percentage of street vendors (16 percent). Vendors must clear the streets and wear masks, 

according to police authorities. Such officers have been known to cause damage to 

agricultural goods, resulting in financial losses (Ivoire and Africa 2016). Around 74 

percent reported a scarcity of goods due to the lack of inter-district goods transportation, 

an increase in good prices (82 percent), and a paucity of buyers (76 percent) because 

most people were confined at home, jobless, and without money during the lockdown. 

This is in line with FAO's prediction (2020) that the continued outbreak will have a 

significant impact on food production systems, hardening the situation. 

Table 3: Effects during lockdown 

Particulars Number Percentage Reasons 

 

Loss of earnings  

 

50 

 

100 

Series of lockdown, limited time for 

selling their goods, most people are at 

home, rather than being stationary, they 

need to roam and sell their goods. 

A complete halt to 

all business 

activities 

50 100 Complete lockdown by the government, 

regulations, and punitive measures by 

municipal authorities 

A rise in debt 28 56 To cover their daily expenses, cannot 

afford to stock commodities 

Scarcity of foods  37 74 Inter-district goods transportation is no 

longer available, thus domestic 

production is the only option. 

Increase in good 

prices 

41 82 Inter-district travel is no longer possible, 

so domestic production is the only 

option. 

 

No customers 

 

38 

 

76 

Except for salaried workers, pensioners, 

etc, most people at home during 

lockdown have no purchasing power. 

Threats from law 

enforcement officers 

(harassment) 

 

16 

 

32 

Officers of the law and other 

administrative officers want us to quit 

the streets and suggest that we wear 

musk and wash our hands frequently. 

Good selling 8 16 Citrus fruits and spinach are popular 

choices among the buyers  

Don‘t know 3 06 Do not know  

Source: Field Survey, 2020 

The findings of the study are consistent with the findings of other studies conducted in 

many developing nations, which conclude that street trading assists the poorest people in 

urban and rural regions to support their families and improve their social and economic 
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conditions. For example, according to (Otoo et al. 2011), street sellers spend their 

earnings directly on their families for food, clothing, health care, and school for their 

children. However, street food vendors are frequently chastised for poor hygiene and a 

lack of clear standards controlling their trade(Otoo et al. 2011). 

 

Conclusions 

While the state of Assam has been grappling with rising unemployment rates in both rural 

and urban regions, the COVID-19 outbreak has thrown a wrench in the government's 

plans. Many males are engaging in informal economic activities like street hawking of 

agricultural items to feed their family and the community during this pandemic. So far, 

street earnings have been insufficient to fulfill the everyday necessities of households of 

vendor families (8 people). The COVID-19 pandemic, according to street sellers, has a 

significant influence on food production and supply networks, making it more difficult to 

obtain items in areas where the food shortage is frequently filled by transporting from 

neighbouring districts whose borders are temporarily blocked. Even though street 

vending provides opportunities to rural and urban inhabitants with a means of 

subsistence, however, their economic activities are unlikely to enhance their living 

conditions. However, given the current roles of street vending in the poor community and 

the rise of informal economic activities in urban areas, there is a need for urban planning 

that incorporates street vending businesses while also enforcing strict regulations to avoid 

frequent problems and clashes between administrative personnel such as police officers, 

tax collectors, road users, and street vendors. 
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The ‘Other’ Voice in the Mahabharata 

Nityananda Pattanayak 

Abstract 

 Queer characters in Indian myths and epics, especially in the Mahabharata, are attracting 

due critical attention in postmodern period. Such characters notably Shikhandi/ 

Shikhandini, Yuvanashwa, Arjun/Brihanala though experience ―otherness‖ during their 

queer period yet they are allowed to have their ultimate victory. We find a number of 

characters in the epic, all male, who claim infallibility, who are role models but on certain 

situations they also invite such invectives that refer to trans-genders, each steeped with 

hateful, contemptuous words. The aim of this paper is to study queer and transgender 

characters in the Mahabharata and show how these characters ultimately avenge wrongs 

done to them by the hegemonic power structure, assert their voice and challenge the notion 

of subalternity. The study is based on Lacan‘sp sychoanalytic models of unstable identity, 

Derrida‘s deconstruction of binary conceptual and Foucault‘s views on knowledge and 

power.  

Keywords: transgender, queer, asexual, gender-fluidity, sexuality.  

 

Academics, both in the east and the west, since long time have been much engaged 

studying gender and sexuality as found in Indian myths and epics. However, politics 

involving  the social construct ‗gender‘ and biological sign ‗sexuality‘ have invited more 

critical attention with the emergence of postcolonial and postmodern studies. The present 

paper studies queers, gender-fluid characters in the Mahabharata, particularly in the 

characters of Shikhandi, Yuvanashwa and Brihanala, who exist in liminality, employing a 

number of ideas from poststructuralist theory, including Jacques Lacan‘s psychoanalytic 

models of decentred, unstable identity, Derrida‘s deconstruction of binary conceptual and, 

of course, Foucault‘s model of discourse, knowledge and power.   
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              The Mahabharata abounds in questions of asexual reproduction, gender bending, 

gender fluidity, transgender issues, etc. The clan of the Purus was of asexual reproduction 

as the Pandavas were not born in a natural way but in invoking mantras to powerful gods 

of the Indian imagination by their mothers Kunti and Madri. Even Draupadi who 

engineered the fall of the Kauravas was born of Agni, i.e. Fire. Her birth was asexual rising 

from fire sacrifice conducted by the King Drupad. It is mentioned in the Mahabharata that 

Kartikeyan, the Commander in-Chief of the army of the Devas was born when Fire met 

Fire. Dronacharya, the celebrated guru of both Pandavas and Kauravas, who taught them 

archery, claims himself born of a water pot. Even his brother Krupacharya claims to have 

born of a clump of reed, not from mother‘s womb. They adopted this discursive strategy to 

make opponents believe that they were not born of female genitals, hence of superior 

category and invincible. These supernatural characters and events make the reader confront 

with some ―deeper disorientation in the culture at large.‖ (Kerr).  

            Apart from these asexual characters, the Mahabharata abounds in gender fluid, 

gender bending, cross dressing and transgender characters. The epic reiterates the 

Upanishadic rendition of Shiva as Ardhanariswar, a hermaphrodite who embodies 

wholeness, represented by two genders coming together in one body. Let me put here a 

similar concept, though not in the Mahabharata but involving a character from the epic, to 

make the matter explicit. In Gitgovind the 13
th

 century poet Jaydev introduced the idea of 

Radha-Krishna; Radha is the hladini Shakti, power of lord Krishna created to appreciate 

the flavor of his own soul; her existence is because of Krishna, but she has her own soul to 

make character of her own and distinct. While Krishna and Arjun‘s love is commonly read 

as symbolizing the unity of the human spirit and the divine Self, it is significant as the Gay 

and Lesbian Vaishnava Association considers ―same sex love as a part of Hindu Vaishnava 

practice‖. (Holly Walters).  Krishna appears in a variety of gender and sex combinations 

that can be and have been read as alternatively bisexual, transgender, and intersex. In the 

Padma Puran it is mentioned that Arjun after inquiring about the nature of the gopis went 

for meditation, tantra practice etc. until his rebirth as that of Arjuni, a woman. Masculine 

and feminine images associated with Krishna and His relationship with associated figures 

may explain how social movements around sexuality in ancient India worked; Indian 

classical mind blurring the binary opposition between ―normal‖ sex and transgender. This 
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idea of Indian classical mind now finds favour with psychologists like Carl Jung and 

literary thinkers like Virginia Woolf. Going beyond the idea of male/female binary Woolf 

argued that ―in each of us two powers preside, one male, one female,…when the two live 

in harmony  together, spiritually co-operating…‖ (102) life becomes whole. To quote here 

Lacan will also be rewarding. Lacan says, ―There is no sexual relation‖, it is corollary; 

―[m]an and woman are signifiers that stand for two subjective positions. It is another way 

to phrase it out.‖ Lacan adds ―As conjoining masculine and feminine, we apprehend the 

prevalence of what is presented as travesty‖(Seminar-bk-3). 

Creation of such characters no doubt defy our rational mind yet we never question 

it, we enjoy it because aesthetic pleasure is not always derived from logic; it is also 

manufactured through our irresponsible imagination. These figures and characters arouse 

our awe, keep us in a state of paradox and give us amusement as riddles, offer delight by 

playing the role of a brain-teaser. Burner suggests, ―the act of telling a story cannot                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

simply understood by interrogating illogical principles of sense and reference contained in 

the act instead we interpret stories by their verisimilitude their truth likeness or more 

accurately their life-likeness..‖ (qtd in Cobley 220). These queer characters are uncanny 

characters or incidents. In uncanny incidents familiar thing or event is encountered in an 

unsettling context. It is the psychological experience of something as strangely familiar; 

the mark of the repressed as persons of both the sexes derive pleasure in imagining 

transcending biological determinants. Such thinking of sex transfer is hidden not only from 

others but also from the self. The uncanny repositioned the idea of a familiar thing yet 

alien at the same time. Uncanny which is secretly familiar undergoes repression and then 

returns from it. Queer characters in the Mahabharata are manifestations of this uncanny in 

every human being. Myths and legends abound in uncanny characters and incidents, partly 

to maintain power relations of the period and partly to reinforce the world vision of the 

writer. However, in the Mahabharata condemned ―Other‖ at certain temporal points is 

given respectable social space while denouncing those who had celebrated their asexual 

birth to assert their hero-head.  In the epic we find resistance of the gendered and queer 

subalterns. In the text there are numerous instances where even characters having high 

status when are seen shying away from battle are called kapurushas, klibas, etc. Gender 

ambiguity in the epic is employed in relation to the ―notion of masculinity‖ (Brodbeck and 
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Black 20). Alternative births of warriors, Yudhisthir and Bhima or Dronacharya and 

Krupacharya suggest a sense of archetypical male supremacy, hence their infallibility in 

popular imagination. Andrea Custodi explains such subversion of seemingly stable 

categories by pointing out that it is in ―the liminal states such as transsexuality that the 

boundaries of the symbolic binaries of gender are thrown most starkly into relief‖. (211).  

The audience of the Mahabharata expects male members to prove their fighting spirit, 

their manhood. When this is denied any invective such as eunuch or kliba satisfied their 

male ego. Freudian interpretations of Indian myths are insufficient as Kunti herself was 

against the peace-loving approach of Yudhisthir, though poststructuralist psychoanalytic 

Lacan can give a plausible explanation.  Extending Lacanian theory of the sexes acting as 

signifiers Mary Carroll Smith observed that ―parthenogenesis in epic tales have been 

marked by signs and wonders‖. (79-92). 

          When gender bending or gender fluid characters such as Sikhandi, Yuvanashwa and 

Brihnala in the epic are seen by other characters as subalterns or ―Other‖ we too find them 

asserting themselves in the long run. These ―Others‖ challenged dominant construction of 

femaleness as inferior, passive or secondary reinforcing the observation of Foucault that to 

categorize bisexuality, trans-sexuality, sadomasochism and transgender identifications is 

sheer politics aimed at putting some sections of human beings into an inferior position. 

Summarizing Foucault‘s views on these marginalized groups, Gary Gutting says, 

―Marginalization correspondents to the strongest constrains that a society exercises on 

individuals. Even the marginalized are not entirely determined by a society‘s power 

structures, since they are capable of engaging and succeeding) in revolutionary movements 

against what dominates them.‖ (103) ,or as Lacan puts it ―[a]s conjoining masculine and 

feminine, we apprehend the prevalence of what is presented as travesty.‖ (symptom 

13/Lacan).Gender bending is striking in the Mahabharata. Arjun‘s Gandiva in the 

battlefield looked like a whirling wheel of fire, reminding us of Shiva, the cosmic dancer, 

dancing in a circle of flames even though females are associated commonly with dance art. 

Bhima is seen dressing up in the garb of Draupadi to lure Keechak to his death. It is 

reminiscent of Shiva as a seductress to kill the Demon Adi or Vishnu transforming His 

gender at different times to female figure to destroy adharma. Krishna‘s son Samba, too, in 

his cross dressing as a pregnant woman when pulled mischievous prank on a group of 
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rishis, was cursed to give birth to a mace that would bring fall of the Jadu clan, a curse that 

ultimately materialized. The association of Arjun and Bhima with Shiva, the embodiment 

of primordial Purusha and Prakriti suggests gender-bending in case of these epic heroes.  

        Applying Lacan‘s theory of sexes acting as signifiers in relation to three 

Mahabharata characters-Shikhandi/Shikhandini, Yuvanashwa and Arjun/Brihnala - we 

can show that irrespective of gender twists these characters can be delineated as signifiers, 

it is a sign ―without any referent‖. These three characters demonstrate how their alternative 

identities transcend their biological identities, ―that there are in the unconscious signifying 

chains which subsist as such, what appears from the outside as a symptom‖ 

(symptoms13/Lacan), that their symbolic positions define them alternately as male or 

female.  

          The most prominent transgender character in the Mahabharata is Shikhandi. In what 

is called narrative‘s frame-tale, the narrative takes us back in space and time to the 

kingdom of Draupad to describe Shikandi/Shikhandini.  Shikhandini alias Amba in her 

previous birth was in love with King Salva; she was abducted by Bhisma along with her 

two other sisters to be married to his brother Bichitravirya who when learnt about Amba‘s 

deep love with Salva refused to marry her. When Bhisma too abandoned her she decided to 

avenge her humiliation in the hands of males in her next birth. Amba‘s resistance disrupted 

social norm. In her next birth she was born Shikhandini, a girl child to King Draupad, 

raised like a son Shikhandi to satisfy the King‘s desire to have a male heir. Shikhandi 

married to the Princess of Darshana, but when his sex was revealed King of Darshana 

threatened with war. However, fulfilling Shiva‘s boon of a change of gender Shikhandini 

was given manhood by a Gandharva named Sthunakarna. Thus Shikhandini raised as 

Shikhandi was endowed with manhood. In the Mahabharata war Shikhandi and Bhisma 

were in opposite camps. In the battle Shikhandi being the charioteer of Arjun when came 

face to face with Bhisma the latter refused to fight and laid down arms telling that 

Shikhandi was a female in his previous birth, to which Arjun took a chance and killed 

Bhisma. Thus Amba alias Shikhandini/ Shikhandi avenged wrongs done to her in her 

previous birth by patriarchal society.   
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          Another character that attracts our attention regarding the reversal of gender role and 

subversion of the normative is Yuvanashwa, the Pregnant King. Lord Indra gave him 

consecrated water wishing him to give the same to his wife to deliver a son. The King 

drank unknowingly the water in a dark night, kept in a corner of a room in a jar, when he 

felt thirsty. He gave birth to a son whom he named Mandhata. The King could not declare 

himself the mother of the son subverting the norm. Lord Indra offered to play the role of a 

wet nurse to the child and both Yuvanashwa and Indra were unable to fight the stigma that 

came attached with the change of gender dynamics. However, in their reversal of gender 

roles, they were so successful that Mandhata turned to be a great and benevolent king. 

There is a specific purpose in the portrayal of inversion of gender roles in the burlesque 

scene in the Virata Parva where the young prince of Upaplaveya discovers the reality of 

the great warrior Arjun. Another transgender character in the epic is Brihanala alias Arjun 

who had gone gender bending in the narrative, and for this she was subject to humiliation 

in the hands of Keechaka, the brother-in-law of the king in whose royal palace the 

Pandavas were in disguise. Arjun turned a female because of a curse in his previous life 

and while she (Brihnala) was in this state she became a victim of Keechaka‘s lust. She 

successfully thwarted advances of the latter and to avenge her humiliation caused his death 

in the hands of Bhima.  

          These instances of sex/gender role reversals were to show predetermined gender 

roles assigned by society because gender bending in a character is considered a tragic flaw 

that goes against the natural binary framework. These were not ‗playful narrative tropes‘ or 

‗screen for a power struggle‘ between males or example of ―Alternative lifestyle‖, they are 

signifiers. There are instances in the epic where kings are warned against women and 

queers are termed ―child-like‖, beings ―unable to keep secrets‖.       

          So a study of queer characters in the Mahabharata drives home the point that 

Queerness can never define an identity-it can only ever disturb one. To apply Derrida‘s 

notion of ‗difference‘ we can say that since we cannot reject or discard the metaphysical 

and rhetorical structures at work in the text we can dismantle it and ―re-inscribe them in 

another way, making the relationship between the re-inscribed text and the so-called 

original text the relationship between two palimpsests‖. (Derrida lxxv). In the case of 
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transgender characters in the Mahabharata, Lacan‘s signifiers can be used as a process of 

constructing knowledge while dialoguing back and forth with creative materials.  The same 

myths that report abuse and aggression also, in a very subtle manner, share the story of 

resistance. An alternative reading of the ‗Other‘ documents the resistance of those on the 

margin. 

             The Mahabharata text has visited from the north to south, east to the west, 

undergone more than one thousand transformations either in oral form or in written form, 

at least for two thousand five hundred years since its composition, each version reflecting 

social, cultural mores of the land visited, questioning the dominant voice, celebrating the 

subaltern voice, questioning and celebrating gender-queerness to fulfill narrative 

expectations of the audience. It went through palimpsests, interpolations of collective 

memories because of oral lore spread by bards in the region giving voice to such characters 

which the land needed. It is because the narrative is not by a single author or written at a 

particular point of time. It is a product of the oral tradition, transcreations from multiple 

sources where multiple voices speak. However, in each version the core – fight for land, 

fight for justice, fight to keep honour of woman resulting in war between clans and 

ultimate victory of dharma over adharma- remains same. So in it we find many layers of 

meanings, many layers of memories, erasing the old, the ―disposal past‖ and 

superimposing new in the narrative to suit the space, time and the persona. With passing 

time, changing hands, the epic became symbol of what Bakhtin calls Carnivalsque writing 

and a symbol of resistance by the marginal. Later narratives celebrated ultimate victory of 

the marginal, their fulfilling of the desire to avenge wrongs done to them, in this life or in 

the previous life. 

        So, the Mahabharata‟s queer characters though seem marginal yet at a deeper level 

the composers have given them equal space. When in the modern age there is worldwide 

clamour to give voice to the third gender, our highly regarded cultural texts have voiced 

long ago queer characters‘ spirit of resistance. Amba‘s voice might have been lost in her 

previous birth at the noise of masculine power but in her next birth she avenged her pain 

and anguish and her deprivation. Draupadi avenged her humiliation by her fierce 

determination, so also Kunti. Identity of these ‗Other‘(s), these subalterns, is not fixed, it is 
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fluid. These subalterns carve their space to-day or tomorrow. In the above discussion, we 

find how the concept of queer identity formed on social and cultural constructs of gender 

has been challenged, rewritten showing that it is artificial, man made. The epic gives a 

respectable space, a voice to the ―Other‖ what Derrida echoed when he said nothing is 

constant, nothing is stable, and everything is in flux. We can say these ―Other(s)‖ such as 

Shikhandi/Shikhandini, Yuvanashwa and Brihanala can speak without losing their voice in 

the noise, even though they were subalterns yet they could avenge wrongs done to them by 

voicing their resistance. Our epic tradition, our culture moves not in a closed society but in 

an open space. It presents nuances and the forms of human life, humanity in its delicate 

ambivalence, true to reality, a factor for its perennial appeal. This is the greatness of the 

Mahabharata. 
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Abstract 

 

Integrated Check Post (ICPSs) between Bangladesh and India play an important role. It is 

not only important because of the booming commodities and passengers movement 

through the ICPs  in between the two countries but also for the Nations Act East policy 

and Neighbour- First policy, which to a large extent depend upon the connectivity 

facilities in between the countries. Under this backdrop, the present studies attempt to 

study the trend of commodities, passengers, and cargo movement through the selected 

ICPs in between India and Bangladesh and also make a comparison with the Patrapole 

ICP , which is the largest land port in South East Asia. The study reveals that volume of 

trade ,passengers movement and cargo movement has increased during the time period 

from 2013-14 to 2019-20  with highest compound growth rate in ICP Agartala (32.15 

percent) ,followed by Sutarkandi (25.56) and Srimantapur(20.68 percent).While in case 

of passengers movement ICP Srimantapur remain in the top position with growth rate of 

46 percent .Moreover  while making comparison with Patrapole ICP it  is found that the 

ICPs selected for the study lack weigh bridge , electronic data interchange system, 

parking facilities, quarantine facilities, and testing labs.  

 

Keywords: Integrated check posts (ICP), Infrastructure, Land Custom Station (LCS), 

Immigration, Border  

                    

Introduction 

 An efficient and effective border management system not only contributes border 

security, but also facilitates the movement of people and goods across international 

borders and enhanced regional and international trade which are requisite for economic 

growth and poverty reduction. However in India little attention has been given to 

improvement of border management infrastructure till the 1990‘s .It was only after the 



109 
 

Kargil war (1999) that the subject of border management came up for comprehensive 

examination and as a follow –up-of the recommendation of task force on border 

management ―Department of Border Management‖ was created in January 2004 under 

Ministry of Home Affairs. The Group of Ministers (GOM) recommended setting up 

Immigration Check Post (IMCPs) and Land Customs Station(LCSs) at all transit points 

and further  under phase wise these LCS and IMCPs were  upgraded to ( ICPs) since 

2012. India share land border with seven countries including Bhutan, Bangladesh, China 

Afghanistan, Myanmar, Nepal and Pakistan .Out of this seven countries, India shares 

4097 km of its  land border with Bangladesh , which is the  fifth longest  international 

border in the world .Moreover Bangladesh is India‘s largest trading partner in South- 

Asia and it is the highest sources of tourism export for India (Singa & Sharma, 2020).In 

fact the  land route are the most convenient and popular route for trading between 

neighbouring countries (De & Ghosh) and a large quantum of trade and tourism between 

India and Bangladesh takes place through the  land routes. Before 1947 Bangladesh was 

an integral part of Indian subcontinent marked by political, social and economic unity. 

People and goods were free to move anywhere in the subcontinent unhindered .There 

were track of ancient land route in between this subcontinent, one such route is the route 

of Peshwar to Parvatipur, passing through Vazirabad, Lahore,Jaladhar,Saharanpur 

,Lucknow,Trihut ,Katihar and to Parvatipur ,which further extent to North Eastern 

Region of India .Moreover past literature on trade with Bangladesh by R.M Math writes 

that ―The Garos living in the areas bordering Goalpara, Mymensing and Rangpur district 

came down to the plains to sell their cotton and chilles and purchased paddy, salt, cloth 

and other necessities from Bangladesh and   this trade with Bangladesh and North Eastern 

Region of India   were mainly carried from Hadira chowki after paying duty tax at every 

check post (Gogoi, 2017). Apart from that Mahabharata, and Harshacharita, also mention 

about the product of kamarupa silk clothes, ivory products, etc. which continue to be 

appreciated outside the region. However, after the partition of the country, trade with 

Bangladesh decreases, which further aggravated due to the lack of road and all weather 

modes of communication. The product of many agriculture and horticulture items, such 

as potato, orange pineapple, ginger and other perishable products become non viable 

.And after four decades of economic co-operation and different bilateral ties, India and 
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Bangladesh first signed their trade agreement in March 1972 and most recently with the 

historical land boundary agreement which was signed in 6
th

 June 2015 opened a new era 

in the relations. At present there are 32 Land Custom Stations between India and 

Bangladesh spreading over the states of West Bengal, Meghalaya, Assam, Tripura and 

Mizoram. The rising trade between India and Bangladesh, formulation of National Trade 

Facilitation Action Plan 2020-2023, and focus among the government on using the south 

Asian countries as transit corridor has necessitated the modernisation of border 

Infrastructure. And in responds to this necessity Government of India has developed the 

Integrated Check Posts (ICPs) which primary focus  is  on facilitating systematic 

,seamless and secure cross border movement of goods and people by ensuring efficient 

passengers flow, smoothening process, systematic support facilities and improve traffic 

flows .Therefore the development of the ICPs in India is very important, and will play a 

key role for the Nation‘s Act East Policy and Neighbour- First Policy which focuses on 

integrating the Indian economy with the supply chain of South East Asia (MEA, 2021). 

Therefore against this backdrop the paper make an attempt to examine the trend of trade, 

passengers and cargo movements between India and Bangladesh, through the selected 

ICPs situated in North Eastern Region of India. And further try to make a comparison 

with ICP Patrapole (West Bengal), which along contribute 70% of the total trade through 

land route with Bangladesh. 

 

Objectives 

   1)  To study the trend of trade, passengers and cargos movement between India -

Bangladesh through the selected ICPs of North Eastern Region. 

      2) To make a comparison between the ICPs selected for the study and ICP Patrapole. 

 

Research Questions 

   1)  How far the bilateral trade between India and Bangladesh has increases after 

improvement of trade facilities and better connectivity? 

   2)  Is the infrastructure facilities available in the selected Integrated Check Posts (ICPs) 

sufficient? 
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Methodology 

                   The study use ‗mixed methods‘ based on secondary sources and primary 

information. Secondary data were collected from Land Port Authority of India, The 

Directorate General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics (DGCI&S), Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry (MoCI) Government of India etc. The primary surveys  were 

conducted during 2020 and consultation were made  with custom officers ,immigration 

officers,  truck drivers, bank officials and BSF to collect ground level data from the 

selected ICPs  .The study mainly select ICP Agartala  (Tripura) ,ICP Sutarkandi ( 

Karimganj,Assam) ICP Dawki ( Meghalaya) and ICP Srimantapur (Tripura) . The reason 

for selection of these four ICPs for the study is that out of total LCSs situated in North 

Eastern Region, these selected LCSs are fully upgraded to ICPs and are now in 

operationalised. AndICP Patropole (west Bengal) which along contributes around 70% of 

land route trade between India and Bangladesh is taken for comparison with the selected 

ICPs. 

Rationale of the study 

          The rationale behind this study is to examine the trend of total trade, passengers 

movement and cargos movement through the ICPs between India and Bangladesh and 

also make a comparison with the most success integrated check post in between India and 

Bangladesh, which is the ICP Petrapole. The study of ICPs is very important because of 

the booming commodities and passengers in between the two countries after economic 

liberalisation and for successful of several initiatives like ‗Act East Policy‘ and 

Neighbourhood- First Policy‘ taken to integrate the Indian economy with the supply 

chain Southeast Asia.   Further the comparison of ICP Petrapole  with the ICPs selected 

for the study is also important as it will enable us to know how improving policies and 

modernisation of the border-crossing infrastructure, led to decrease in time taken to cross 

the border and an increase in the volume of trade . 

. 

Review of Litarature 

Sinha R(2021) try to examine the role and challenges  faced by the India‘s integrated 

check posts  by  collecting data from Directorate General of Commerce Intelligence and 

Statistics( DGCIS) for the time periods 2011-2020. The study revealed that around 66  

percent of the land base trade between India and Bangladesh takes place through ICP 
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Petrapole. The challenges faced in ICPs identified in the studies are lack of sufficient 

place for loading –unloading, parking traffic jam, delayed clearance of consignment and 

temporary suspension of trade due to political disturbance etc.  Deb R( 2015) made a 

similar study  on the  problems and prospect of Indo-Bangla trade by taking Agartala land 

custom station as a case study using different statistical test like factors analysis, 

descriptive statistics student‘s t-test and Pearson‘s chi square test and found almost 

similar results .Bhattacharjee (2019) Using qualitative method ,make an attempt to 

analysis the condition of selected ICPs between India and Bangladesh .The result 

revealed that lack of Infrastructure , lack of use of ICT  and improved technology  are 

some of the challenges identify by the researcher in Agartala and petrapole ICPs. Yadav, 

Ali, Nedelea(2016) try to empirically analysis the formal trade between India and 

Bangladesh using regression equation to understand the trade relation between India and 

Bangladesh. They found that over the years the bilateral trade deficit with India has 

widened and there are some natural commodities where both the countries enjoy the 

advantage of trade because of heritage of common physical infrastructure, common 

language etc. Nath et.al (2014) makes an enquiry into the bottlenecks affecting bilateral 

trade happening through land route between India and Bangladesh based on primary and 

secondary data. The study found that India-Bangladesh processes immense trade 

potential. The study made recommendation for trade and transport facilities for greater 

economic cooperation .It has emphasised on generating opportunities and small-scale 

manufacturing and agrarian sectors. Chakravarty(2015) stated that the future of 

Bangladesh –India ties lie in creating web of connectivity that integrate road, railway 

waterway and coastal shipping for the faster and easier transportation.  He found that 

―Bangabandhu Bridge ―will make Dhaka-Kolkata journey much shorter and Agartala –

Akhaura rail link can be used for importing goods for the North Eastern State. The study 

also identifies some challenges in strengthening the ties ,this are illegal trade ,illegal 

migration, insurgent groups operating near the border of North Eastern Region of India 

and Bangladesh, and growing influences of China. 

 

Integrated Check Post 

Integrated check posts (ICPs) is an area along two international borders which facilitate 

cross border trade and movement of people, ideated in the early 2000s, and 
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operationalised since 2012, with the inauguration of India‘s first ICP at Attari Punjab. 

The Land Port Authority of India (LPAI) is the nodal agency for construction, operation 

and management of the ICPs.( Report National Transport Development Policy 

Committee,NTDPC,2014) . At each ICPs, the LPAI provides facilities such as a 

passenger terminal building, currency exchange,  building to process cargo, cargo 

inspection sheds, warehouse/cold storage facilities, a quarantine laboratory, banks, and 

scanners. Several stakeholders play a key role in the functioning of an ICP. In addition to 

the LPAI, there are six main stakeholders including Customs; Bureau of Immigration, 

Border Security Force, Plant Quarantine and Certificate services, Ministry of Fisheries, 

Animal Husbandry and Dairying, and Port Health Department, Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare. Coordinated management between these authorities is key to the 

efficient functioning of the ICPs (Sinha, 2021). As of 2021 India has nine operationalised 

ICPs along its land border with neighbouring countries. The current status and details of 

the integrated check posts (ICPs) along the border areas, State/UT wise are given below: 

                                Table: 1 Status of Integrated Check post In India 

SL.NO ICP s Location State Border with Current status 

1 Attari  Punjab Pakistan Operationalised  

2 Agartala Tripura Bangladesh  Operationalised 

3 Petrapole West Bengal Bangladesh Operationalised  

4 Raxual Bihar Nepal Operationalised  

5 Jogbani Bihar Nepal Operationalised 

6 Moreh Manipur Myanmar Operationalised 

7 Dawki Meghalaya Bangladesh Under 

Construction 

8 Rupaidiha Uttar Pradesh Nepal Approved in Dec 

2018 9 Sunauli Uttar Pradesh Nepal 

10 Sukarkandi Assam Bangladesh Operationalised  

11 Srimantapur Tripura Bangladesh Operationalised 

Source: Directorate General of commercial Intelligence and Statistics. 

 

The ICP Agartala is located at the Agartala- Akhaura border point along the international 

border between India and Bangladesh .Inaugurated on 17 November 2013 is the second 

largest trading point between India-Bangladesh after the ICP Patrapole. Covered with an 

area of 11.72 acres and this is the only ICP located in the vicinity of the capital city of the 

state of Tripura that too within the municipal area. ICP Agartala has the potential to be 
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the gateway of India‘s corridor with South –East Asia and plays a significant role in 

strengthening India-Bangladesh relationship. During 2019-20 total trade take place 

through ICP Agartala was 585.914 and passengers movement was 3, 28153 (LPAI). 

Infrastructure facilities available at ICP Agartala are passenger terminal, cargo building 

,cold storage Area, plant quarantine ,electric substation, warehouses, canteen area, 

inspection shed ,parking facilities , iron removal plant ,loose cargo area, driver rest Area 

,100Kw solar plant, lorry weigh bridge, rummaging shed ,ATM, watch tower, foreign 

exchange counter, accommodation for BSF,CCTV surveillance, fire fighting equipment, 

battery operated vehicle for ferry of passenger, and conference hall. Major items exported 

from ICP Agartala are dry fish , arjun flower (Grass broom), while major items imported 

through ICP Agartala are crushed stone, coal, float glass, stone chips ,cement, fish edible 

oil, household plastic item TMT bars, and small agriculture machinery. 

                       Table 2 : Total Trade and passenger statistics of ICP Agartala  

Sl 

No 

      Year Total Trade 

(INR Crores) 

Total Passenger 

Movement (Nos) 

Total Cargo 

Movement (Nos) 

1 2013-14 83.234 51728 8790 

2 2014-15 151.876 78180 11752 

3 2015-16 282.399 90455 30193 

4 2016-17 190.24 99101 11485 

5 2017-18 235.487 161117 10995 

6 2018-19 355.627 239468 12073 

7 2019-20 585.914 328153 13371 

8 2020-21 

(Till 

Nov,2020 

98.75 3831 2200 

Source: Land Port Authority of India 

 

Table 2 Report that volume of trade through ICP Agartala has increased. The annual 

compound growth rate of total trade from 2013-14 to 2019-20 was 32.15 percent for 

passengers movement it was 30.20 percent and in case of cargo movement it was 6.17 

percent respectively. However during 2020-21 due to pandemic situation total trade, 

along with movement of passenger and cargo has fallen drastically. 
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    ICP Sutarkandi is located along the international border between India and Bangladesh  

at a distance of about 15kms from the district karimganj. Two national highways run 

through Sutarkandi, NH-151 and NH-7, which connects Sutarkandi with Karimganj and 

Sylhet .The Sutarkandi ICP was a Land Customs Station (LCS) operating under the 

Commissionerate of Customs, North Eastern Region, Shillong. The LCS was declared as 

a Border Trade Centre‟ of South Assam In January 2009. In 2018, this LCS was 

proclaimed as an ICP. Infrastructure facilities available in the ICP Sutarkandi are custom 

processing hall, parking facilities at BTC-2, custom and immigration clearance hall, 

weighbridges, export and import warehouse, area for loose cargo at BTC-2. 

Total trade through Sutarkandi ICP during the year 2019-20 was 329.76 crores, and total 

numbers of cargo and passenger was 15635 and 10167 respectively. The main item 

exported from ICP Sutarkandi are coal, orange, pomegranate, grapes, apple, limestone 
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and fresh ginger. While the main items imported through this port are mainly cement, 

palm/soya oil, Food items, Soft drink, plastic, house hold goods and waste cotton. 

Table No.3   Trade and Passenger Statistics ICP Sutarkandi 

Year Total trade 

(INR Crores) 

Total Passengers 

Movement 

Total Cargos 

Movement ( Nos) 

2013-14 67.01 5187 13656 

2014-15 91.33 6341 15187 

2015-16 82.67 5654 12820 

2016-17 117.81 6157 14695 

2017-18 162.16 7616 18181 

2018-19 144.05 8821 9346 

2019-20 329.76 10167 15635 

2020-21 (Till Nov,2020) 164.95 497 5687 

Source: Land Port Authority of India 

 

Table No.3. Report that the annual compound growth rate of total trade, passenger‘s 

movement and cargo movement through ICP Sutarkandi has increased by 25.56 percent, 

10 percent and 1.95 percent respectively for the period 2013-14 to 2019-20. However due 

to Covid -19 restriction total trade, passengers movement and cargo movement has 

decreased drastically during 2020-21. 
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ICP Dawki (Meghalaya) 

               Dawki is located in the west jaintia hills district in Meghalaya, 55 km from the 

district headquarters, Jowai, and about 84 km from Shillong. The jurisdiction of the land 

customs station (LCS) extends from Piyang border between Dawki upto the Mynthdu 

River at jaliakhola village at the international border between India and Bangladesh along 

the Dawki-Muktapur border road. There  are three authorized  trade route through which 

export import through Dawki ICP take place and  the route are i) Shillong-Sylhet Road.ii) 

Piyang River  iii)Rangpani River .Out of these three  route only the Shillong –Sylhet road 

route is functional at present. The major export items are limestones and boulder stone. A 

small trend of export of spices like fresh ginger, bay leaves, broom sticks betel leaves 

along with seasonal vegetables such as oranges , tomatoes etc. Major import items 

through this ICP are package pran fruit juice chips like litchi drink, tango, mango frooti, 

and product like sweet toast, potato chips and plastic furniture items with various 

household articles of plastic, together with PVC doors complete set etc. are the main 

items of import from Bangladesh. During 2019-20 total trade through ICP Dawki was 

around 132.75 crores while total movement of passengers and cargos was 94154 and 

523456 respectively.  
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Table No. 4   Trade and Passenger Statistics ICP Dawki 

Year Total Trade 

(INR Crores) 

Total Passenger  

Movement (Nos) 

Total Cargo 

Movement (Nos) 

2013-14 134.91 11201 87,987 

2014-15 66.40 13107 116843 

2015-16 70.34 17596 116843 

2016-17 115.19 33089 345678 

2017-18 161.43 49583 512098 

2018-19 179.61 78283 612344 

2019-20 132.75 94154 523456 

2020-21 (Till Nov,2020) 5.18 631 7890 

Source: Land Port Authority of India, Office of the Commissioner of Custom, Shillong. 

 

Table No.4 report that Annual compound growth rate of total trade, passenger movement 

and cargo movement through ICP Dawki for the time period from 2013-14 to 2019-20 

was 0.23 percent, 30.5 percent and 29 percent respectively. 
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ICP Srimantapur is located along the international border between India and Bangladesh, 

at a just distance of 8-10kms from the Comilla district of the neighbouring country and 

thus makes it an extremely viable and cost efficient route to trade between India and 

Bangladesh. The ICP is spread over 3.51 acre of land. During the year 2019-20 total trade 

took place through ICP Srimantapur is 101.36 crores .Items that are exported through 

Srimantapur are cumin, ginger, wood apple ,tamarind ,betel leaf etc. while the main  

items  imported   through  this ICP are cement, steam coal, fruit drink, carbonated 

beverage, PVC pipes and tubes ,kitchen racks of iron, agro plastic net, brick crusher and 

thrashing machine(Without engine) and cordage & rope of cotton. Infrastructure faculties 

available in ICP Srimantapur are custom processing hall, parking facilities, custom& 

immigration clearance hall, security & surveillance, cargo clearing office, weighbridge, 

export & import warehouse, area for loose cargo, passenger terminal building, electric 

substation and quarantine office. 

                    Table: 5 Trade and Passenger statistics ICP Srimantapur 

Year Total Trade 

(INR Crores) 

Total Passenger 

Movement (Nos) 

Total Cargo 

Movement (Nos) 

2013-14 27.18 6116 1233 

2014-15 44.20 11357 3214 

2015-16 46.33 16258 5467 

2016-17 60.42 21120 7345 

2017-18 91.47 24607 8179 

2018-19 96.40 52848 7955 

2019-20 101.36 89154 0 

2020-21 

(Till Dec 2020) 

53.11 0 0 

Source: Land port Authority of India. 

Table No.5 report that both total trade passenger and cargo movement through ICP 

Srimantapur has Increase. Annual compound growth rate of total trade, total passengers 

movement and total cargo movement for the period 2013-14 to 2019-20 shows that 

growth rate of trade has increases by 20.68 percent , passengers movement by 46.63 

percent and cargo movement by 30.51 percent respectively. However during the last year 

due to the pandemic situation, there is fall in total trade, and no passenger‘s movement 

and cargo movement. 
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  Source: Land Port Authority of India. 

  

Comparison:  ICP Patrapole 

 

        This section focus on the case study of patrapole integrated check post, which is the 

largest land post in South East Asia. Apart from this, the section try to focus how up 

gradation of infrastructure can facilitate road –based movement of goods and people. 

   The largest land port in South East Asia, ICP Petrapole is located along the 

international border between India and Bangladesh, at a distance of about 80 kms from 

the city of Kolkata. Nearly 70 percent of bilateral trade between India and Bangladesh 

takes place through ICP Patrapole. Since its operationalization in February 2016, ICP has 

been witnessing an increasing number of trade, cargo movement and passenger 

movement every year. Between  

2013-14 to 2019-20 total trade through ICP Patrapole has increases around 35 percent 

while during the same time period the percentage increase in passenger and cargo 

movement has increase by around 87.1 percent and 20 percent respectively. Patrapole is 

the only ICP which is fully fledged ICP among the selected ICP for the study and the 
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process of custom clearance is relatively smoother and hassle free in this route and is 

must better connected to the national highway and is accessible by exporter /importer 

from different states.  Apart from this the corresponding ICP Benapole has separate 

parking facilities for different kinds of items, huge warehouse etc, because of which 

exporter / importer of Bangladesh prefer to move their cargo through the ICP. 

Table No. 6 Total Trade, Passengers and cargo movement through ICP Patrapole 

      Year  Total Trade  

(In  Crores)  

Total Passengers 

Movement ( In Nos) 

Total  Cargo 

Movement( In Nos) 

2013-14 

 

223.42 1098678 110097 

2014-15 

 

264.90 1258684 119873 

2015-16 16341.10 1589246 128995 

2016-17 18501.69 1910316 146706 

2017-18 18799.39 2663107 145857 

2018-19 21380.90 2354962 163555 

2019-20 20606.44 2476191 154568 

2020-21 11.677 111740 80670 

Source: Land Port Authority of India. 

From the table its is revealed that total trade through Patrapole is increasing , if we look 

at the compound annual growth rate of trade from the year 2013-14 to 2019-20, it was 

found that the annual growth rate of total trade is 90.85 percent ,which is much more that 

the annual growth rate of other ICPs selected for the study .  
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Infrastructure comparison between ICP Patrapole with ICPs selected for the study 

Weigh bridge facilities 

       Weight bridge not only measures the weight of a heavy truck‘ load but it is also 

crucial in cost saving, improving traffic flow reduced bottleneck and improve workplace 

safety. ICP Patrapole is the only ICP which has its own weighbridge facilities with a 

capacity of 100MT, in comparison with the ICP selected for the study. 

Electronic data Interchange 

        The only ICP which operate through electronic data interchange is the ICP 

Patrapole. In case of other ICPs selected for the study, the process of ordering and paying 

is done manually as a result cost associated with ordering products and paying invoices is 

high and moreover its lead to lack of coordination and control over product delivery and 

shipment. One reason for absent of electronic data interchange system is due to weak 

internet connectivity near the check posts.  

 Absence of quarantine facilities (Plant, Animals) 

Quarantine building is very much essential now a day‘s not only for passenger  crossing 

international border but also for plant and animals as its restrict or control the 

introduction or spread of quarantine pests. However it is observed that ICPs selected for 

our study other than Petrapole, none of the ICP have plant animal quarantine building. 
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Table No.7  Comparison of Infrastructure Facilities among ICPs 

                ICP  

Infrastructure  

 facilities  

Patrapole Agartala Saturkandi Dawki Srimantapur 

Dormitory building  Yes No No No No 

Passenger Terminal building  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Public utilities block Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Cargo Terminal Building  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Warehouse Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Parking area for vehicle Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Rummaging shed  Yes Yes No Yes No 

Weight bridge( Own by 

Government ) 

Yes No No No No 

Quarantine building  Yes Yes No No No 

Money exchange counter Yes Yes No No No 

Fumigation shed  Yes No No No No 

CCTV Surveillance  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Public health office  Yes Yes No Yes Yes 

Watch tower  Yes Yes No No Yes 

Accommodation for security 

personal 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Electronic Data Interchange Yes No No No No 

Inspection shed Yes Yes No No No 

Loose Cargo Area Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

ICP/CMS web based 

Automatic Operation 

Yes No No No No 

Iron removal plant No Yes No No No 

Plant Quarantine  Yes No No No No 

Sources: primary data, 2020 

 

Findings and Conclusions 

 Some of the Major Finding of the study is:  

1)  Total trade movement, total passenger and total cargo movement taking through the 

ICPs selected for the study is increasing. However during the last year‘s total trade, 

passenger‘s movement and cargo movement has fallen drastically, this is mainly because 

of restriction of movement of trade, passengers and cargo due to covid-19 pandemic.    
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2. Among the ICPs selected for study ICP Agartala and Saturkandi remained important 

trade channels with Bangladesh. 

3.  Among the ICPs selected for the study, ICP Dawki shows very insignificant growth in 

total trade (0.23 percent ACGR) for the time period from 2013-14 to 2019-20. This could 

be because Dawki land custom station was proposed to upgraded to  ICP  only after 2017  

and  till 2018  it was  still under construction and also due to restriction imposed by the 

government due to covid-19 pandemic. 

4). While Comparing the ICPs selected for the study with ICP Patrapole in term of 

availability of infrastructure, it was found that None of the ICPs selected for study has its 

own weighbridges, electronic data interchange system and quarantine facilities both for 

plants and animals, Moreover there is also lack of sufficient parking place and testing lap 

in the ICPs selected for the study. 

Conclusion 

             In total 40 percent of the land based goods trade between India and its neighbours 

take palace via the integrated check post (Sinha,2021).In this regard integrated check 

posts play an important role for its   not only facilitate cross border trade and movement 

of people, but also act as important inter-regional connectivity initiative. The ICPs in 

North Eastern Region plays an important role in this regard in general and for the 

Nation‘s Act East Policy and Neighbours- First Policy in particular. However it was 

argued that despite the growth in trade with Bangladesh the idea of connectivity in the 

NER has been subject for the risk that impulse for building connectivity can be construed 

in neighbouring countries as an exercise in hard-wiring that influence the choice.Thus the 

success and failure of Act East Policy and Neighbouring first policy to a large extent 

depend upon the connectivity facilities available between North Eastern Region of India  

and Its immediate  neighbouring countries . Under this backdrop the present studies 

makes an attempt to analysis the existing infrastructure facilities available in the selected 

ICPs of North Eastern Region of India and examine the volume of total trade, total 

passengers and total cargos movement through this selected ICPs to Bangladesh for the 

period 2013-2021. The present study is based on secondary data collected from various 

published sources. The result reveals that total trade, total passengers and total cargo 

movement from ICPs selected for the study with Bangladesh has increased. ICP Agartala 
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and Saturkandi have remained important channels for trade with Bangladesh.  However 

during the last year, due to Covid -19 pandemic the total trade, total passengers 

movement and total cargos movement has fall drastically. In fact, ICP Dawki show a 

negative growth of total trade carried out through this ICP during the last years. Further, 

the study makes a comparison with Patrapole ICP regarding facilities available in the 

ICPs. It was found that there is absence of weigh bridge facilities, absence of electronic 

data interchange, absence of quarantine facilities centre (plant and animal), and absence 

of adequate parking facilities, are some of the facilities which the ICPs selected for the 

study are lagging behind in comparison with ICP Patrapole. Therefore with up gradation 

of these facilities, there is immense potential for greater economic integration and 

increase in bilateral trades with Bangladesh.  
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A Criminological Study on Women Labourers in Tea gardens of Assam 

 

Daradi Gogoi 

 

Abstract 

Women are integral part of every society. They play a significant role in every aspect of 

life. Throughout history the vital role of women in society has ensured the progress, 

stability and potential growth of a country. Women notably mothers play the largest role in 

decision making on her family diet and meal planning and they self report more often their 

initiative in preserving child health and nutrition. Women are considered as the backbone 

of the rural panorama. Women workers contribute significantly to household income and 

their earning are crucial especially for landless and marginal from household. They have 

fighting since a long time to get some of their fundamental rights and privilages. Women 

are being and get inferior status in the both private and public life. In the case of Assam 

from the past the conditions of tea tribes are not very well. The women labourers of tea 

garden were frequently exploited and dominated by the society. Most of their time they 

have consumed working in tea gardens, they are not aware about to rights. Women have 

been victim of several types of gender based violence. So, In this paper an attempt has been 

made to examine the violence against women in tea garden. The prime objective of the 

study is to find out the violence against women labourers in tea garden and to suggest 

measures for development the condition of the women of tea garden. 

Keywords: Women labourer, Tea garden, Violence, Rights and privilages, victim 

Introduction 

      The tea tribe origin was very unbearable story in the history of Assam and in order to 

understand the migration and disposition of tea tribes, it is most important to understand 

their genesis and who and how they conveyed to this state. The history of tea tribes in 

Assam is associated with the discovery of tea plantation by British in 1823.During the 

British period the spontaneous expansion of tea plantation in Assam compelled to power to 
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recruit a large numbers of labourers to achieve the topmost scale of productivity. In Assam, 

the large amount of estates still located in the remote areas and isolated from other places. 

A lot of workers from Bengal, Orissa, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 

Jharkhand, Chota Nagpur areas were cautiously recruited. The workers had been endured 

from many problems like poverty, torture, illiteracy and so on. The tea tribes are one of the 

important ethic groups of greater Assamese society. Literally, they have known as 

―Adivasi‖ people. They are living in various districts of Assam such as Dibrugarh, 

Tinsukia, Sivasagar, Golaghat, Jorhat, Sonitpur, Darrang etc. From the past the Adivasi 

labourers were victimized various form of torture and exploitation by the tea planters and 

society. The tea tribes are one of the socio-economically underdeveloped sections of 

society. Unlike others, the women of the tea tribe are extremely susceptible to various 

challenges in their life like sexual harassment, domestic violence; witch hunting, rape, 

unwanted pregnancy, harmful customary practices and also some stigma are associated 

with the labourers. The tea tribe women work as regular wage under the control of men. 

The women of this community considered as inferior and often they face various 

oppressions from men. 

Objectives of the Study 

  The main objectives of this present study are following: 

      1. To explore the nature and forms of violence against women in the tea gardens. 

      2. To identify the challenges and problems face by tea garden women labourers. 

     3. To suggest recommendations for development of tea tribe women.   

Methodology of the study 

  The present study has been based on qualitative data. Research method is comprised of 

secondary sources. The secondary source is based on Books, research works, previous 

studies, articles, journals, and also from web references. 

Study Area 

The state of Assam is chosen as the study area for the present study. Assam is state that 

located in the North- eastern part of the country for its wildlife and tea plantation. Assam 

covers an area 30,285square miles (78,432square km,) population (2011) 31, 169,272. 
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Assam has divided into three regions namely the Brahmaputra valley, Barak valley and the 

hilly regions. The capital of Assam is (formerly Shillong) now Dispur a suburb of 

Guwahati in 1972. 

Analysis of the study 

       The women of the tea tribe are the backbone of tea industry of Assam. They have been 

playing a pivotal role for the growth and development of tea industry but still they were 

frequently exploited and dominated by tea planters and victims of various problems and 

violence inside the tea gardens. There are different forms of gender based discriminations 

and violence is evident in the high rates of child marriage, trafficking and maternal 

mortality amongst the tea garden women workers in Assam. Although, a great workforce, 

within the tea industry women work the lowest paid jobs of plucking, pruning, hoeing etc., 

women workers are also absent from the negotiation and few women in the management 

and decision making processes. Since, they do not have any different occupation they have 

to accept the rigid life inside the tea estates. The tea tribes women are suffering a lot of 

violence in both public and private spaces. There are different kinds of violence against 

women in tea gardens which are given below: 

1. Sexual Violence 

      Sexual violence is one of the most violent forms of crime against women. It is exist 

almost in all society. Sexual violence is any act, attempt to obtain a sexual act, unwanted 

sexual comments or advances, or acts to traffic or otherwise directed against a person‘s 

sexuality using coercion, by any person regardless of their relationship to their victim, in 

any setting, including but not limited to home and work.(World Health Organization).The 

tea tribe‘s families are also patriarchal in nature. Women get inferior status in every domain 

of life. They are extremely vulnerable to sexual harassment and early marriages and also 

stigmas are different from other women. Most of the Adivasi women labourers are often 

uneducated and not aware of their little rights. In the family women are regarded as 

‗commodity‘ and their wives are frequently mentioned to as ‗kept‘ by their husband. Our 

social structure creates authoritative men i.e. men get supreme power, making sexual 

favours towards female domination by this can commonly understand that this kind of 

behaviour is only about sex which we call perceptions. 
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2. Domestic Violence 

     Domestic violence includes many types of physical, psychological, verbal, emotional 

abuse and neglects the family members etc. In physical violence attacks or aggression can 

range from slapping, beating, pushing, hitting, kicking are mainly common in garden areas, 

The major factor behind the violent of men is the patriarchal attitude which get women her 

inferior position in society. In our culture identifies that image of the women who is 

tolerant and subordinate to her husband. There are another factor like poverty, alcoholism 

etc. also contribute to violent behaviour in tea garden areas. 

3. Human Trafficking 

    Human trafficking is one of the common challenges being facing by tea tribes women of 

Assam. Every day media broadcast various news the girls of the tea tribes are missing and 

after investigation it get going they were victims of human trafficking Poverty is the main 

reason for human trafficking in garden areas. People in poverty are targeted by most of the 

traffickers.  

4. Early Marriage 

     In the tea garden community early marriage is one of the numerous problem. Most of 

the tea garden people are poverty line. Due to their poor economic condition parents don‘t 

want to take the bundle of the girl child. The poor families marry their daughter at an 

premature age which means less person to feed and educate. The garden people believe that 

most often to customary and religious beliefs girls are married of an early age. Illiteracy is 

one of the causes behind the birth child marriage. Uneducated people do not give much 

importance to the education basically girl child, they only think that marriage is prime 

importance in their life. Poverty and lack of education is one of the root causes of child 

marriage in tea garden area. 

5. Superstious Beliefs 

    Superstations mention to one type of belief in something which is not justified by any 

reason. The tea garden labourers are mostly believe in superstious and harmful customary 

practices. They were follows and various believers of superstious beliefs and practices. At 
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present the cases of Witch hunting is also emerging in different parts. There are lots of 

women victims in harmful evil practices in their societies. Superstious beliefs and 

customary practices have consequences social conflict and women violence in Adivasi 

societies. 

Challenges and Problem faced by Women Plantation Workers in Assam 

 In Assam working women those who are paid employment suffer various problem at the 

workplace just by virtue o their being women. A gender prejudice creates on hindrance at 

the every stage of women‘s life. Women have been less efficient than men effect payment 

of unequal salaries and remuneration for the same job. Imbalance between both the work 

and family system leads to growth various problem of women plantation workers. A 

majority of workers continue to the contradict their little right under the equal 

recommendation act, 1976. It is very huge challenge for plantation working women to 

sustain a balance between their work and family. A working woman finds it difficult to led 

a blissful domestic life. It is time to gave some attention to the poor, harassed working 

women who also carry the burden of domesticity. In the family as well as the development 

of tea industry, the working women plays important role but they get secondary role in 

society.  

Suggestions 

The plantation women workers play important role in the development of tea industry. But 

they have faced certain type of challenges and problem in social, political, economic and 

cultural way of life. On the basis of the present study certain suitable suggestion for the 

uplift of the garden women labourers: 

1. It is very much important to Tea garden authority, NGOs and Government create 

awareness programs among women workers about the institutional support available to 

them to safeguard their rights. 

 2. The Government should implement various schemes for financial strengthening for the 

workers, particularly female workers. These financial schemes help to female workers for 

financially self- sufficient. 



132 
 

 3. Government should adopt various vocational programs in the tea estates. These schemes 

provide can get job to meet their financial needs. 

4. It is found that the main problems of plantation labourers are intently associated with 

their poor educational environment. There may be at least one high school besides the tea 

estates.  

5. In tea garden area Government take important for girl education for development of the 

society.  

6. The tea garden authority strictly enforced any kind of exploitation, domination and 

sexual harassment of women workers in the tea garden is to be stop and rigid action needs 

to be taken. 

7. An extensive law is required to protect the rights and privilages of plantation women 

workers. 

8. The information media should be used to transmit the various messages relating to 

women violence and equality. 

9. The tea garden authority should expand the wage as well as primary facilities of women 

labourers. 

10. In their society or her family women must be given due position. They should be given 

complete privilege in both public and private life. 

11. The tea garden authority should establish a separate women association which headed 

by women and in case of unorganized sector women to form self help category for their 

protection. 

 

Conclusions 

From the above discussion it is concluded that women violence exist in almost every 

societies. From the ancient to modern period women has been provided with subordinate 

status compare with men. The tea tribes women does not have her own identity but 

considered as the property of household in which she belongs. Today women take part of in 

every field and their greatest contribution are key to development of nation building. But 

the structure of patriarchy women remain isolated, deprived, unrewarded of the household 

and society. The tea garden women labourers unambiguously the victim of poverty, 

ignorance and dominance from the society. They are being subjected to deprivation and 
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discrimination in every aspect of life. Therefore, the Government should evolve suitable 

policy to protection the women labourers in tea garden. 
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Negative Impact of Family as a Causation of Youth Crime: An Interview 

 

 Karabi Konch 

 

Abstract 

Family is one of the most important institutions to development of behaviour & attitude of 

individuals. It is the main platform, where a child undergoes different guidance and 

discipline that are maintained & organized by parents and other family members. It is 

recognised as the stage from where a child's foundations are built. Family is also 

responsible for the defective development of personality which resulted as low toleration of 

aggravation, maladjustment, antagonism, inadequate frame of reference, inadequate reality 

perceptions and other psychological malfunctioning. The unsupportive treatments of family 

members and feeling of negligence can very seriously harm to the mental growth of 

children‘s. Due to the conflicting family situations, most of the youth compel to engage in 

multiple anti-social activities. Unorganised Family situation generally refers to tension, 

conflict, and anti social behaviour those are common among the members of the families of 

criminals. In this present work, an attempt has been made to study the negative role of 

family towards crime causation from the criminological perspective. 

 

Keywords: Deviant, Antisocial Behaviour, Criminals, Psychological Malfunctioning, 

Crime Causation, Criminological Perspective 

 

Introduction 

The family holds a distinctive place among the immeasurable relations of mankind. It is the 

pivotal unit of social structure.  People constituting a family may either be related by blood, 

adoption, or by marriage. It is the basic structure of human society. The family as the 

fundamental agents of socialization is playing a vital role in the personality formation of an 

individual. Now a day, it has been seen that most of the youth exceedingly breaks the 

normative framework of the society and involving in different kinds of illegal or unlawful 

activities. The unlawful activities such as attempt to murder, rape, sexual harassment, theft, 

dacoit and drug or alcohol related cases are common among them. The changing pattern of 
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life from different ways such as occupational structure, consequential stress and strain in 

the network of social relationships, cultural pattern and gradual destruction of traditional 

way of life in the wake of industrialization, urbanization and economic recession, post 

industrialization phase often lead to non-conformity of deviance as individuals try to 

grapple with such situation. Such situations compelled the youth to involve in anti- social 

activities.  Day by day, the tendencies towards breaking of laws in society by the youth are 

gradually increased in very fast. The increasing support of materialistic expansion, 

resulting industrialization, urbanization and established discrimination, prejudice, alteration 

can be pragmatic in every walk of life with a massive understand like improper 

socialization, and family problems, political and economic inequalities, defective 

educational system, unemployment, lack of opportunities, gap between the aspiration and 

achievement, lack of determination and self-responsibilities. These are influenced the 

youths to involve in criminal activities. It has been also noticed that, the new young 

generations are imitated with the sub-cultures from the western societies which negatively 

impact on the development of the personalities of young people. To fulfilment of their own 

desires sometimes they violate values and norms of the society.  

Youth and Crime 

The present research work has been emphasized on examining family environment that 

helps to formation of nature, attitude and behaviour patterns of youth and sometimes 

influences them toward criminal activities. There is no any specific universal reason found 

behind the criminal activities. Most of the researchers have been already worked on the 

problems of youth crimes. The work on the relationship between adolescent violence and 

its outcomes has posited that aggression by young people who are exposed to violence can 

be viewed as an adaptive strategy that seeks to order dangerous and unpredictable 

environments (Anderson, et. al. 1999). From the statement mentioned above on youth 

criminality, it is observed that the aggressive and violent behaviours are adopted by the 

youth from the other aggressive behaviours of their family members which influenced them 

to create some more dangerous situations within the societies. The violent activities of the 

youths have destructed the normal circumstances for lives within the families as well as 

societies. Therefore, the attitude of youth towards the concept of crime is also differed from 

each other. So it can be said that the learning of values, attitude and behaviour patterns of 
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youths are dependent on the process of socialization and interpersonal associations within 

societies where they build up their personality structures. It is therefore meaningful to judge 

individual‘s crime by paying attention to his collection of social roles that has been picked 

up from society.  

In the different stages of life, an individual‘s personality is formulated as well as 

changed. The transitional period adolescence into maturity a youth is trying to prepare him 

for economically self dependent without having much knowledge on realistic flow of life. 

In this particular period, youth can involve in anti-social activities due to different types of 

personal or social circumstances cum problems. ―Youth crime‖ is also on the basis of the 

result of frustrations and deprivations arising from a failure to achieve goals of desires and 

aspirations. These frustrations lead to break the youths ‗social bonds‘ with the groups 

which control their social behaviours. However, the breaking of social bonds depends upon 

youth‘s own personality structure. One, who is committed to social norms, continues to 

remain attached to the family, and since he has the ability to adjust to any situation, he is 

not like to break his bonds with his groups. Thus, the breaking or weakening of the social 

bonds becomes the cause of a youth‘s criminal behaviour (Ahuja, 1996). The youths those 

are already married, they have seriously involved in the realistic standards of life and faced 

many problems which later on persuade them to involve in anti-social activities. In 

practical life situations, sometimes the youths are also started to procure the family 

burdens. When the youth are failed to bear the responsibility of the entire family then they 

may involve in any type of anti-social activities for relax the family burden. Based on the 

changing nature of personality structure of the youths, the present work has been tried to 

focus on the problems that lead them towards to committed crime.  

 

Role of Family in Crime Causation 

Family is one of the most important institutions of the development of youth‘s behaviour & 

attitude. It is the main platform, where a child undergoes different guidance and discipline 

that are maintained & organized by parents and other family members. It is recognised as 

the stage from where a child's foundations are built. Due to the discordant family situation 

most of the youth compel to engaging in anti-social activities. The discordant Family 
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situation refers to tension, conflicts, and deviant and anti social behaviour and activities 

prevalent among the members of the family. However in the present society, it has been 

found that declining in care, love and good rearing of the child, which in fundamental 

nature coincides with the growing number of youths involved with crime. Wells and 

Rankin (1988) found that boys with very strict parents reported the most violence. Boys 

with very permissive parents reported the second highest level of violence. Boys with 

parents who were neither too strict nor too careless reported the least violence. Also, boys 

whose parents punished them inconsistently, sometimes punishing and sometimes ignoring 

the same behaviour, were more likely to commit an offense against other persons than boys 

whose parents punished them more consistently. Parental punishment or harshness in 

discipline also predicted later violence.  Farrington (1989) found that sons whose fathers 

did not engage in leisure activities with them more often exhibited violent behaviour as 

teenagers and adults and were more likely to be convicted for a violent offense. A negative 

family characteristic such as poor parental supervision of children is often studied as a risk 

factor for future delinquency or crime, and children who come from such homes are 

believed to be at greater risk or are more likely to commit offenses than children who do 

not. When the revoke occurs- such as a child growing up in a loving and supportive home- 

researchers often refer to these variables as ―protective‖ factors, as they promote a child‘s 

resiliency or provide protective barriers against the onset of criminal involvement even in 

the light of adverse condition (Derzon, 2005). Family is also responsible for defective 

development of personality which results is low toleration of aggravation, maladjustment, 

antagonism, inadequate frame of reference, inadequate reality perceptions and other 

psychological malfunctioning.  The defective development of personality resulted as a 

violent mood of character of an individual. Gershoff (2002) addressed the question of 

whether the use of physical punishment by parents has a negative impact on their children. 

Family also creates such unpleasant situations that finally lead to involved in criminal 

activities. Johnson (1978) pointed out that children who demonstrate aggressive, homicide 

and other forms of violent behaviour are usually what their parents subconsciously wish. 

The parents aggressive and violent behaviours influence children‘s involved in violence 

behaviour. Lack of affection, either actual or as perceived by the child, is regarded as an 

important contributory factor in anti social attitude. It is because the child is dependent on 
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its parents for its physical as well as social needs. The lack of affection may arise due to 

different reasons, like disharmonious relationship between the parents, a broken home, e.g. 

when one or both parents are missing due to death, divorce or desertion Qadri (2009).  It 

has been noticed that the self-determination of young people desires to rebuild family rules 

and levels of regulation by parents, a practice that is capable of generate conflict and 

extraction from parents. At the same time, social network expands the relationships with 

peers and adults in new social contexts which are equal or exceeded beyond the importance 

of relationships with parents. The criteria for success and acceptance between peers and 

adults are different. Adapting all of these changes in relationships, social contexts, status 

and performance criteria can generate great stress, feelings of rejection, and anger at 

perceived or failure. Young people may be attracted to violent behaviour as a way of 

asserting their independence of the adulthood and their rules, as a way of gaining the 

attention and respect of peers, as a way of compensating for limited personal competencies, 

or as a response to restricted opportunities for success at school or in the community. After 

all, in this period of youth life, many changes like stress, depressed, conflicting and 

violence situations can be found.  Ferrington (1974) showed that delinquency is related to 

large family size. According to Lorimar Frank, the size of a family is associated with the 

nature of work. Some occupations may call for a bigger family. This is found 

predominantly in joint families of the rural agricultural where fertility is found to be higher 

than the other factors (Frank, 1954). The scholar McClellan (1956) mentioned, ―Neglect 

is not merely failure to provide the physical needs, the clothing, shelter and medical care 

need. Failure to provide proper supervision leadership and guidance within the home is a 

more serious from of neglect‖. Due to the feeling of neglect an unwanted child reveals 

characterises of instability and general lack of self control and being deprived of attention 

he may resort to stealing, exhibitionism, lying or other form of behaviour in an effort to 

adjust to such a condition (Garrison, 1959). Hansa Seth (1961), advocating the parents 

child relationship said, ―A child does not experience the warmth of love and sympathy and 

feels that he is not wanted, tends become a behaviour- problem‖. He is prematurely 

impelled to go to the streets, seek substitute satisfactions and other means of escape in 

companionship of delinquency children. Abrahamsen (1949) pointed out about a child, 

particularly, living in a family where the emotional tension is acute and continuous, will 
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become sensitise to crime. The economic status of family is a major factor of 

criminological study. The economic status of a family is often referred as the very root of 

many problems in society where social maladjustments are often explained with reference 

to economic backgrounds of the family. William Bonger believed in the causal link 

between crime and economic and social conditions. In the capitalistic system, people 

concentrate only on the revenue of themselves which leads to selfishness. Once self interest 

and more egoistic impulses assert themselves then crimes start emerge (Bonger, 1966). 

Criminal behaviour is defined by act and as such is necessarily a social and legal concept 

rather than a biological one.  It is essential to remember that although socio-economic 

status and criminality are generally positively related (Dubey, K.C, 2009). Socio- 

economic status refers to a standing within society resulting from the fathers occupation, 

income of the family, education of the individuals in the family, and the neighbourhood in 

which the family resides (Nye, Short, and Olson, 1958). Gardner (1959) viewed that 

lower socio-economic families are frequently broken families and that the economic burden 

of a child to the mother without the father creates real problems. Society defines what is 

right or wrong, law defines what is legal or illegal.   

Objective of the Study 

This study is mainly concern to study the attitude of the youthful offenders towards the 

impact of the family environment in crime causation. 

Field and Methodology 

The nature of this paper is descriptive where researcher concentrates to study the views of 

the criminals about negative impact of family environment lead to involve in crime. The 

universe of the present study is represented those criminals which have been lodged in the 

jails of Assam. For the present research work, two districts jails of upper Assam viz. 

Dhemaji and Lakhimpur has been selected as the field of the study. Total 100 youthful 

respondents have been selected through applying the convenient sampling method between 

the age group of 18 to 35 years. The interview schedule has been used as a tool of data 

collection. For preparing the present article researcher studies some cases of crime as 

mentioned by the prisoners during the interview time. The secondary data has been 

collected from books, articles and journals.   
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Discussion and Findings 

For preparing this research article researcher has been interviewed with 100 

criminals by face to face interview to know their nature of crime, responsible factors of 

crime and their views about role of family towards crime. Here an attempt has been made 

to study family institution as a platform of crime causation from the views of the youth 

criminals. 

                   Figure: 1. Age group wise nature of crime among the respondents 

 

Above figure indicated that between the age group of 22 to 26 reach the top position in 

crime records in numbers. It has been also revealed that out of the total 100 respondents 

highest 26 percent involved in attempt to murder cases 20 percent theft, 18 percent murder 

15 percent Rape, 11 percent sexual harassment, and the lowest 10 percent found in 

Kidnapping cases. 
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Figure: 3 View of the respondents regarding responsible factors of crime causation 

 

From this figure it has been found that major factors of crimes such as family conflict, 

alcohol addiction neighbours conflict, land disputes, peer group pressure and media 

influences. Highest 27 percent respondents viewed alcohol addiction as the major factor of 

criminality and the lowest only 9 percent viewed that neighbours conflicts led to committed 

crime.  

Figure: 2 Age group wise view of factors of family conflict and crime 

 

Above figure revealed that total 22 percent of the respondents viewed as defective 

socialization is the major causes of crime and 20 percent viewed that poor economic 

conditions of family led to commit crime. 16 percent of them revealed that family quarrel is 

very serious issues for the individuals can sometimes led to involved in crime. 15 percent 
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respondents revealed that parental extra marital affairs can compel youth in commit crime. 

Some case studies collected from the respondents during the period of study are very 

briefly described as below. The actual name of the respondents has been concealed. 

Case Study-1 

Ekka was a 21 years old illiterate tea garden‘s labour girl. She revealed that she was 

committed crime due to domestic violence in their family. Her father worked in tea garden 

as a labourer and her mother was a house wife. There were nine members in their family. 

The economic condition and social environment of their family was unhappy and 

opportunity of better life was absent. Their family faced lot of problems like lack of leaving 

room, lack of furniture, lack of other amenities, etc. Due to their poor economic condition, 

they did not continue their education also.  Apart from that, the discordant parental 

relationship persistently disturbed them to live peacefully within home. According to her, 

the habitual nature of drinking alcohol of her father is the main reason for which she has 

been victimised as a criminal. She revealed that every evening when her father had returned 

back to home from working in tea garden he used to drunk regularly and tortured her 

mother mentally as well as physically without any reasons. This behaviour of her father is 

increasing gradually and the environment of their family became intolerable for her. One 

day the incident took place when Ekka tried to protect her mother from her father‘s torture. 

But, her father brutally tortured her mother by hitting with a stool. On that day also her 

father was heavily drunk. She lost the patience and continuously attacked her father and 

finally killed her father. 

The mentioned case study it is revealed that economic problems within family, lack 

of education, negative results of alcohol addiction, unsatisfactory environment of family all 

factors included within the family of the respondent by whom the murder was committed. 

According to Ekka, she did not have the intention to murder her father. It is an accident of 

her life. But due to the inadequate environment of her family compel her to committed 

crime.   

Case Study-2 

Rana is a 27 years old unmarried youth. There are five members in their family. The 

relationship between his father and mother was not so good therefore he did not get the 
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sufficient love and affection from his parents. He has become frustrated due to negligence 

in relationship toward him from them. Gradually he has fallen loneliness at home. Slowly 

he tried to ignore his parent‘s company. Instead of that he has preferred to stay with some 

of his friends which have habit of alcohol addiction. He has started to regularly drink 

alcoholic with his friends. One day one of his friends misbehaved with him only for a 

simple reason. But for this simple matter, he has lost his patient and killed him.  This study 

revealed that lack of parental care; adequate love and affection from the parents found the 

responsible cause behind crime. Because, from the respondents views revealed that he has 

been motivated by his friends to drink alcohol for decrease his level of frustration and 

depressions. He mentioned that his parents never had shared any single sentence with him. 

They did not give chance to imposed his quarries. So, his aggressiveness, angry always 

disturbed his state of mind that resulted to commit crime by him. 

Case Study-3 

 Alborty was a 32 year old lady. There were four members in her family. With her 

husband and their two children they were lived peacefully and happily. One day she was 

working alone in kitchen. That time her husband and children were not at home. One 

neighbour noticed the situation and entered to their house who was fully drunk. According 

to her, the fellow man was started to talk with her using the slang words and forced her for 

sexual relation. She warned him to go out from her house. But he kept teasing continuously 

and tried to assault her. She tried to push him back and finally she picked up an iron stick 

and started to beat him. To protect own self from this situation she killed him. This study 

revealed that to overcome the uncontrolled sexual impulse of individuals forced the women 

to involve in crime. 

Case Study-4 

 A local fishery man, named Sanju, 27 years old, killed his wife. He was a father 

of three sons. He stated that he was having a love marriage with his wife. But, after passing 

few years of their marriage, he noticed that his wife‘s love, and affection, caring, 

responsibility towards their family was getting negligence day by day. He came to know 

that his wife was maintaining external marital affairs with a person, who resided in his in-

laws house. When she went to her mother house, she used to stay there for many days. 
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Slowly this external marital matter spread in the entire village. Gradually this matter leaded 

frequent quarrel between the husband and wife. According to the respondent Sanju, due to 

the extra-marital affairs he slowly weakened his love and affection towards his wife. One 

day the offender Sanju, when he came back from the market with over drunk the spouse 

started to quarrel. Due to disturbed marital affairs of his wife, that day, he had lost his 

mental stability and murder of his wife. The summary of this case exposed two factors 

behind the involvement in crime like extra-marital affair and alcohol addiction. 

Case Study-5 

The incident was occurred during the festive occasion of Diwali, in a Tea garden. 

On that night, when the whole atmosphere was lighted with lamps, candles and lights, two 

young unmarried couple went to watch movie that was organised by their local tea garden 

community. The age of the boy was 19 years. The respondent stated that when they 

returned back to home suddenly four strange persons attacked them. They had beaten the 

boy very badly who lost his sense immediately. Later on they have kidnapped the girl. On 

the next day, the dead body of the girl was found on the bank of a river. After medical 

report revealed that the girl was raped. Without know the actual event the boy was arrested 

by the police and accused him as kidnapper, rapper and murderer of that girl. The local 

people were noticed the boy with the girl on that night when the incident occurred. There 

was no evidence found about four unknown fellows, Now the boy was under the police 

custody and he was a under –trail prisoner under IPC. From this case, it is cleared that 

sometimes crime case is not based on true witness. According to the respondent view, he is 

victimised by the police as well as from the family members of the girl and the false 

evidence of the local people.  

Case Study-6 

Raghab is a 29 years old unmarried youth convicted as the killer of his mother. He 

has literate up to class nine. Raghab expressed, ―From my childhood, I noticed my mother 

who has the illicit sexual relationship with a person. My mother always neglected and 

misbehaved with my father. So, I can‘t tolerate her and I have no any respect towards my 

mother. I hate my mother‖. When we asked about the incidence of the murder case he 

revealed that his parental relationship was unpleasant and so they frequently involved in 
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quarrel. The environment of his family was always chaotic due to the aggressive 

behaviours of his mother. Sometimes the quarrel between his parents became extreme 

conditions where Raghab compelled to interfere with their quarrel.  One day the situation 

was become very dangerous and Raghab was not able to control his aggression and anger; 

and took up an iron stick and beat on his mother‘s head from the back side. Later on it was 

found that his mother was dead. From this study it has been found that the environments of 

the family influence an individual to develop the personality from childhood period to 

maturity. The respondent said that he was not regretted for killing his mother.  Due to her 

negligence behaviour towards his father and illegal external marital affaires compelled him 

to commit the extreme criminal act as murder. 

Case Study-7 

Mohan, 27 years old a businessman sent to the jail due to misbehaved his wife. 

There are four family members including his parents and his wife who have lived together 

in a very poor family environment. Mohan said that he and his wife loved each other for 

seven years before marriage. But after completed one year of their marital relationship, his 

wife started an arrangement of close relationship with another person. Even she also 

decided to marry with that person. For this matter both Mohan and his wife constantly 

quarrelled. As a result, a gap was getting wider between their relationships within a very 

short period. At last their relationship has become so bad that her wife returned back to her 

mother home .She imposed a case of dowry against Mohan. The mentioned case studies 

also show that an extra marital affair leads to the offenders to involve in crime. This case 

study revealed that in the initial stages of life, youth fail to deal effectively with problems 

like excessive arguing, harassment and relationships.  It has been also found that family 

disrupted by the constant conflicts between parents motivated them to become irritable and 

prone to aggressively involve in anti-social activities. Extra-marital affair is one of the most 

sensitive factors behind the involvement of youth in criminal activities. 

Conclusion 

This present work revealed different factors within the family which impact on 

youths to move forwards toward crime. It has been found those parents spending little time 

with their children often maximizing unaware mischief-making incidents and also 
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maximize the chance to conduct misbehaviours with parents as well as other members of 

the society. Study also found that Different factors are like poor parental supervision and 

defective socialization process, family conflict, violence and breakup parents, lack of 

communication in family members, respect and responsibility among family members, 

extra-marital affairs are the main factors of crime. Study also revealed that due to the 

constant conflict between the parent‘s leads to actual separation of their relationship and 

creates an unpleasant environment within the family. The parents become restless, bad-

tempered and prone to aggressive outbursts, leading their children to respond in kind.  

Those parents are harsh, cruel, highly inconsistent, passive or neglecting, are at increased 

risk of criminality among young people. Study revealed that extra marital sex relationship 

of a man or women with illegal spouse created the unexpected result violent crime between 

the husband and wife. Therefore the present research reviews stress the importance of 

family conflict as a major risk factor, rather than certain types of family structure. Some 

family structures headed by a separated or divorced parent can be considered increased risk 

factors that youth have offended. 
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Panchakosha: A Yogic Concept for Personality Development 

Madhan Bora 

 

Abstract 

Personality is a central theme of the disciplines of Yoga and psychology. Personality refers 

to persistent patterns of one‘s behaviour. It gives about the unique characteristics of a person. 

Modern psychology also recognizes body and mind as the two entities of a person. In order 

to understand mental process and behaviour of a person, modern psychology takes the help 

of various concepts like ego, self and consciousness. However, in Yoga philosophy, the 

concept of ego, self and consciousness have different concept. The concept of Panchakosha 

described in Taittiriya Upanishad adopts a multi-dimensional approach to the understanding 

of personality and explains the person in an extensive manner. Thus, to achieve the aim of 

Yoga, the real need is to know the journey of Yoga towards health in relation to the five 

sheaths. The personality is the result of purity and equilibrium in these five koshas. The 

perfect or complete personality can only be had through Yoga to attain the peace and 

harmony as well as maintain the harmony within the body, mind and soul. The presence of 

equilibrium of five sheaths helps to develop one‘s personality to elaborate the need & 

importance of Yoga for holistic transformation of human being from outer most food sheaths 

o the innermost bliss sheath. 

  Keywords: Yoga, Personality, Five sheaths. 

Introduction 

Personality is one of central theme of the disciplines of yoga and Psychology. Personality 

refers to persistent patterns of a person‘s behaviour. It tells about the unique characteristics 

of a person. Concept of Panchakoshas is very relevant in the context of understanding and 

development of personality. The concept of Panchakosha adopts a multidimensional 

approach to the understanding of Upanishad. Panchakosha comprises of two words Pancha 

and kosha. Pancha means five and kosha means body or sheath or layer.Thus, Panchakosha 

literally means five layer. According to the concept of Panchakosha, the ‗Self‘ - divine Spirit 

is the real identity of a person. It constitutes the inner most core of a person. The real name 
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of these five kosha are : Annamaya kosha ( physical or gross body); Pranamaya kosha 

(energy body); Manomaya kosha ( Mental body);Vijnanamaya kosha ( wisdom body) and 

Anandamaya kosha (bliss). 

These koshas represent functioning of a person at different levels. They carry different levels 

of awareness; and are arranged successively from the grosser to increasingly more subtle 

awareness Annamaya kosha is the grossest body; while Anandamaya kosha is the most 

subtle body of awareness. The practices that benefit one kosha will benefit other kosha also 

and they exit in a fixed order. 

Objectives 

1. To study the concept of Panchakosha explained in the Taittiriya Upanishad. 

2. To know the process of improving personality through Panchakosha. 

3. To understand the importance of panchkosha in developing positive attitude towards life. 

 

Research Methodology 

The Study will be based on Qualitative Method. It is a social Research Method of Inquiry 

employed in many different academic disciplines. It is a method which is used as a tool for 

obtaining relevant documentary evidence to support and validate facts stated in research 

especially during the chapter of literature review. The researcher is going to apply analytical 

methods. Analytical method is a method which deals analytical study of the topic. It is based 

on logic. It is a generic process and the researcher has to use facts and information already 

available by analysing these make a critical evaluation of the material. Both Primary and 

Secondary references are the main source of study such as Yoga books, Research Papers, 

Research journals, Periodicals etc. 

Pancha-Kosha: Taittiriya Upanishad gives the concept of Panchakosha and their 

development. All the Koshas co-exists in a perfect interdependence amongst themselves with 

a complete harmony. All the Koshas are briefly described below: 

 

A) Annamaya Kasha: The food sheath 

Annamaya kosha is the outer most layer of our body and it is nourished by the food we take; 

hence it is called Annamaya kosha. This kosha is constituted by the organs and systems of 
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our body which can be understand with the help of Anatomy and physiology. A healthy diet, 

kriyas, loosening exercises is used to operate at the annamaya kosha. 

 

Kriyas 

These are the yogic practices described in the Hatha yoga text to change the inner organs of 

our body and bring about the effects by activating and revitalising the organs, toning up their 

function, Desensitization & development of deep internal awareness such kriyas are Jalaneti, 

Vaman dhauti, Dandha dhauti are used extensively. 

Shithilikarana Vyayama & Yogasana 

Very easy and simple movements to mobilise and activate the affected parts to looser the 

joints, stretch and relax the muscles. Yogasana are also physical postures through the 

physical revitalization and deep relaxation and mental calmness are achieved. 

B) Pranamaya Kosha: Vital sheath 

Pranamaya kosha consists of ‗prana‘ means vital energy, which is very important for life. 

Life is derived from this body and our sense organs –eyes, ears, tongue, nose and skin- 

perform their functions, through this body. Prana is the basic life principle This Kosha is 

constituted by Nadis, chakras and various types of pranas- such as pran, apana, samana, 

udana and Vyana. pranamaya kosha can be approached through pranayama and it is linked 

through annamaya kosha ( physical body) and Monomaya Kosha ( Mental body). 

C) Manomaya Kasha: The mind sheath  

Manomaya kosha is composed of manas or mind. It includes thinking, feeling, and willing. 

The Manomaya Kosha is the mental faculty that receives all the sensory inputs. The mind 

along with the fire sensory organs taste, smell, vision, hearing and touch is said to constitute 

the Manomaya Kosha or mind sheath. 

In addition to this, Manomaya Kosha also consist of manas, ahamkara and buddhi. The 

empirical knowledge, thinking and reasoning both inductive and deductive are part of this 

Kosha. It can be said that Manomaya Kosha is concerned with our functioning at emotional 

level as well lower level buddhi. 

The Kosha is the link between pranayama Kosha (energy body) and Vijnanamaya Kosha 

(intellectual body). A direct operation on this level is made possible by the last three limbs of 
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Ashtanga yoga of Patanjali, ie. Dharana, Dhyana and Samadhi, The culturing of mind is 

accomplished by focussing the mind initially on some object or image, followed by relaxed 

dwelling of the mind. Meditation and devotional sessions can be used to develop this Kosha. 

This Kosha made healthy by expressing our negative emotion anger, hatred, fear and can be 

removed through constructive channels such as music, sports, game, stories etc. 

D) Vijnanamaya Kosha: The intellect sheath  

Vijnanamaya Kosha is the fourth layer of our existence. It is composed of Vijnana, or 

intellect, the faculty which discriminates or determines the will. It consists of higher level of 

buddhi, which is related in the power of understanding about the self. This is a realm of pure 

buddhi. At this level, buddhi remains unaffected by emotions or personal gain or egoism. It 

is governed by wisdom and viveka. The vijanamaya Kosha established the link between 

Manomaya Kosha and Anadamaya Kosha. We can access this Kosha by working up on three 

lower kosha by removing their blockages and reducing their identification with them. 

Exploring new awareness, learning more, and accomplishing good dee d etc and analysing 

and understanding the problems in yogic way help to develop this Kosha. 

 

E)  Anandamaya Kosha: The bliss sheath 

Anandamaya Kosha is the most subtle body andis intimate contact with Pure Spirit. It 

reflects the blissful State of the self-characterised by an ineffable experience of love, peace 

and ecstasy. To bring the bliss of our causal body (Karana Sarira), all our action should be 

key for a very happy and healthy life. This also brings our innate healing powers to affect a 

compute cure of our alignment. The secret lies in maintaining an inner silence, equipoise at 

the mental level as we perform all our action. The next step is to have a deep silence and a 

blissful awareness in the subtle layers of our mind while we are in action. Actually, the bliss 

sheath controls the intellect. When all the other Koshas are well developed, we experience 

harmony between the Inner Self and the outer World. This harmony gives us a sense of joy 

and bliss. Thus, this koshas can be asset by practising joy in all circumstances and by doing 

―Niskam Karma‖. The practice of ‗Tapa‘ also transforms himself by gradually getting 

relieved from the bondages and constrictions of each Koshas. 
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Findings and Conclusions 

A person who progresses along with this Panchakosha mentioned in Taittiriya Upanishad 

becomes one with the supreme reality becomes an evolved kind of human being. He/she is 

free from anger, lust and other vices. He becomes the lover of the entire humanity. Everyone 

can thread on it and can reach the ultimate goal through a proper healthy living. These 

prevails tranquillity of mind to its utmost degree, in the light of which the human 

relationships are rediscovered, reinterpreted and remoulded. 

The human being and society are supplementary together. Without healthy persons, the 

healthy society is not possible. The healthy and transformed person in turn, will construct 

healthy society without any discrimination of caste, creed, colours or nation etc. when the 

sun of yoga will shine over the sphere of the world and the society today, the social evils, all 

the immoral and inhuman actions will disappear, and the nightmare of a peaceful, wealthy 

and transformed society will be established. The application of the Panchakosha can play a 

major role in curbing these communal evils, thereby paving the way for the healthy and 

harmonious society by improving personality. 

 From the above discussion it becomes clear that healthy living as well as personality lies in 

the factor which responsible for causing disturbances at mental level. Panchakosha of 

Taittiriya Upanishad has provided the practical methods which contains techniques and 

practices which leads to healthy living. Beauty of the Panchakosha lies in the fact that they 

do not suppress any unwholesome thoughts, feelings, emotions and attitudes etc but also dig 

them up from the bottom. These result leads to calmness of mind and become a ground for 

positive life and living and also the realisation of higher values of one‘s life. 

Thus, the five sheaths are like the layers of clothes worn by a person which are totally 

different from wearer. We also find that all the five bodies are important for a holistic 

personality. Pancha Koshas represents all the dimensions, needed for personality and 

emphasises the integration of five layers as because if we want to development of the holistic 

personality. 
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Empowering Women through Education – the need for Skill 

Development 

 

Rajbir Saha 

 

“There is no chance of the welfare of the world unless the condition of women is 

improved. It is not possible for a bird to fly on one wing”. – Swami Vivekanand 

 

Abstract 

Skilled human resource is crucial for inclusive growth. Skill development isn't an remote 

phenomenon. Lack of education and absence of skills is a pandemic that we want to 

conquer within side of the contemporary scenario. According to UNESCO, women 

empowerment implies growing self ingenuity amongst women for change and capacity to 

learn skills the capacity to make choices of their own. Likewise getting access to 

resources and getting involved in process of growth. Education opens the door to guide 

lifestyles of liberty; however skill development permits liberty significant with the aid of 

using permitting one to perform prosperity. Educational attainment and financial 

involvement are the important thing factors in making sure the empowerment of women. 

Even after 70 years India‘s independence, India‘s improvement is gradual because of the 

shortage of women‘s participation. Development without the participation of women, 

who shape a good society, may be lopsided. Education reduces inequalities, gender biases 

and encourages ladies to make a great society and to turn out to be the maximum lively a 

part of the economy. Education empowers women to equip with the capacity to allow 

them to discover the sector and partake absolutely within side the development process. 

This paper tries to examine role of education in skill development and women 

empowerment in India. 

Keywords: Women, Empowerment, Education, Skill development. 
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Introduction 

Education can be a vital determinant of the knowledge and skills required for the 

country‘s development. Education has occupied a chief place among the modern era. 

Enables a individual and thereby the society to transform towards a knowledge society, a 

civil society at that. Education, therefore, isn't from now on a variety either for a private 

or for a state. It‘s' a significant tool to grasp the knowledge economy and society. The 

development of human resource depends on quality education. The expenditure on 

education edges to a nation for stable economic growth, out house in technology and 

stability among the economy. It provides out area in technology and development of 

skills in human resources. Education is very important for achieving all of the new 

Sustainable Development Goals that were adopted by the world organization General 

Assembly in New York, 25-27 September, 2015. It had been required to eradicate 

poverty, boost shared prosperity and broad-based economic growth, and build peaceful, 

tolerant societies. One among the Sustainable Development Goals (Goal 4) is related to 

education with the formulation ―Ensure comprehensive and simply quality education and 

promote life-long learning opportunities for all‖ (AIWEFA, 2015). India is one among 

the fastest growing economies of the world. However, the status of Indian women isn't 

pleasing. Development of women is decisive to the economic progress of any nation. 

India being male dominated society women sometimes moon-faced all styles of fences. 

For realizing the objectives of the harmonious development of the country, women have 

to be compelled to go hand in hand with men, that necessitates empowerment of women 

and for empowering the women, education and skill development will play a spirited 

role. The marginalized sections of the society, notably women, have inadequate 

admittance to education. In India, there are gender-based educational discrepancies. 

Education has been referred to as a necessary device for plummeting socio-economic 

disparities and building an comprehensive society. Moreover, these are times of 

―demographic dividend‖ for India. It ought to reap the foremost effective of young 

human resources through education and skill development by managing resources for 

growth in education and human development, (Hans, 2013). At constant time, there are 

many areas of constraints and concerns, like women‘s education usually and higher 

education for women, in particular. What is worse, this could be happening once Indian 
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education has taken a paradigm shift to provide extra intensive opportunities to pursue 

higher education. Education suffers from poor access and inequity (Ramachandran & 

Ganesh, 2019). 

Objectives 

1. To study the role of education in the empowerment of women   

2. To analyze the need of skill development in empowering women. 

Literature Review 

Frenette & Coulombe (2007) examine the role of rapidly rising educational 

attainment among young women in raising their relative position within the labor market 

and suggests that the tutorial reforms haven't sufficiently contributed towards a decline in 

the regular employment gap.  

Gender Gap index (2013) measures the gap between men and women in four 

basic classes – economic participation & opportunity, educational attainment, health and 

survival and political empowerment. India ranks among rock bottom a hundred and one 

in 136 Countries, below nations like China, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. This mirrors the 

standing of women in India and gender discrimination in all aspects of life education, 

economic activity and empowerment (Balve, 2015).  

Females play a vital role within the development of the country and can‘t ignore 

the role of education, in women empowerment. Sandhya (2015) states that the 

empowerment of women in India has been deadlocked for hundreds of years due to 

numerous reasons amongst that the initial blow was in the variety of depriving women of 

basic instructional facilities. Sowjanya & Hans (2015) opine that education is one in all 

the foremost vital suggests that of empowering women and giving them knowledge, skills 

and self-assurance necessary to be a full partner within the development process. 

Barbosa & Dujo (2016) from their study on the role of social actors in the struggle for 

recognition found that education offers opportunities to girls to urge their due recognition 

and rewards in society, economy and polity, besides resisting the wave of insecurity and 

evanescence. Besides, the role of organization nation additionally has an equal 

responsibility towards breaking the ceiling and inspiring women to return up according to 

(Sharma & Mishra, 2019). 
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Research Methodology 

Methodology in research is defined as the systematic method to resolve a research 

problem through data gathering using various techniques, providing an interpretation of 

data gathered and drawing conclusions about the research data. Essentially, a research 

methodology is the blueprint of a research or study. Therefore, the present study is based 

on the collection of data from secondary sources. Secondary data are obtained from 

various published and unpublished records, books, magazines and journals, both print and 

online. 

Conceptual and Theoretical background 

Empowerment is a shift from a sensitive scenario to perform supremacy. Women deliver 

correct perceptions, priorities and strengths because of their lifestyles experiences, which 

might be regularly various from men‘s they may be probably to make exclusive choices. 

Empowerment consists of better degrees of literacy, academic attainment, recognition of 

rights and responsibilities, lively participation in financial activities, higher healthcare 

and identical get entry to efficient sources and development within side the trendy of 

living. Skill Development India‘s demographic dividend has been a international 

speaking point, whilst the entire global is ageing. India has a big percent of the populace 

within side the younger age category. This demographic dividend might show to be an 

asset to gain prosperity and grow to be global financial energy shortly. However, to 

harness this younger populace, it must be furnished with centers for talent formation and 

education. This mission invitations thought for a curriculum that allows broaden talents 

of female students. The mission begins off evolved with the identity of the talent units 

after which molding them right into a curriculum that may be useful for women. Skill 

education may be crucial in addressing a number of the maximum urgent demanding 

situations associated with inclusion, gender equality and get entry to. Skills and human 

capital have grown to be the spine of financial prosperity and social health within side the 

21st-century. Education represents a essential issue in innovation and human capital 

improvement and performs a crucial position within side the balance and sustainability of 

the expertise economy (Dill & Van Vught, 2010). 
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Analysis and Discussion 

India is in urgent need to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER), for its emancipation 

and people‘s empowerment. Otherwise, we will remain as a country with high population 

growth with low quality of human resources. Literacy and educational levels are 

increasing for Indian women still there is a gap between male and female literacy rate 

which can be seen in Table 1. 

Table 1:- Literacy rate of India 

Year Percentage of 

Persons 

Percentage of 

Male 

Percentage of Female 

1951 16.7 24.9 7.3 

1961 24.0 34.4 13.0 

1971 29.5 39.5 18.7 

1981 36.2 46.9 39.2 

1991 52.1 63.9 39.2 

2001 65.38 76.0 54.0 

2011 74.04 82.14 65.46 

Source: Census of India, various years 

Table 1 show the literacy rate for women in pre independence time where the 

literacy rate of women was abysmal in comparison to the male literacy rate. The 

government has undertaken various programmes to increase the literacy rate of women, 

and as an impact, there is an increase in the female literacy rate has increased. During the 

decade 1981-2001 rise in female literacy rate is faster than the male literacy rate. 

However, despite the efforts of the government only about half of the female population 

is literate and lagging behind three fourth of the literate male population. Education is 

one of the most important basic needs that can change the complete picture of 

development. The government operates many education and skill enhancement schemes 

to improve the status of women. However, unfortunately, due to the lack of awareness 

people are unable to take advantage of those schemes.  
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Table 2:- Forecast of skill gap for selected states for the year 2021-22 

State Skilled Semi-skilled Unskilled 

Increas

e in 

deman

d 

Increas

e in 

supply 

Suppl

y 

deficit 

Increas

e in 

deman

d 

Increas

e in  

supply 

Suppl

y 

deficit 

Increas

e in 

deman

d 

Increas

e in 

supply 

Suppl

y 

deficit 

Delhi 0.85 2.27 1.42 0.53 0.36 -0.17 3.00 3.41 0.41 

Jharkhan

d 

0.73 0.55 -0.18 0.95 0.55 -0.40 2.71 3.51 0.80 

Karnatak

a 

2.15 1.44 -0.71 3.60 3.22 -0.38 2.28 3.46 1.18 

Maharashtra 5.57 2.41 -3.36 5.36 4.29 -1.07 4.40 3.94 -0.45 

Kerala 4.99 4.48 -0.51 5.66 5.65 -0.01 4.24 6.21 1.97 

Source: NSDC Skill Gap Reports, 2016 

From the above table 2, it indicates that there's a large gap in skilled and semi-

skilled workforce in most of the states country. Skill India is a intimidating task of 

keeping sight on the workforce needs of the business and therefore the infrastructure 

required for achieving the targets of skilling. Skill is a bridge between jobs and workforce 

(Gianchandani, 2015). Skills development initiatives modify people at all economic 

levels to have interaction fruitfully in livelihoods. The gap between demand and provide 

of expert labor has got to be crammed by creating necessary structural changes within the 

education system. There's a desire for as well as varied aspects like life skills, enterprise 

development skills, technical skills, soft skills in the education system. Mainstreaming 

Skills in Education in colleges and schools is that the need of the hour, making certain the 

inclusion of women‘s talents, skills, expertise and energies needs intentional actions and 

deliberate policies. To create the skill development method inspirational, accommodating 

and versatile to encourage women to enroll, there has to be increased specialize in soft 

skills, entrepreneurship, money and digital literacy. 

Barriers to Women Education 

Women lack cognizance and perception into their situations to abridge their 

powerlessness. They bear and receive the happy lack of know-how believing they're 

incompetent to alternate their situation. Their low efficacy to manipulate and have an 
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impact on their very own lives and of others is because of loss of schooling. There are 

diverse obstacles to the schooling for ladies, includes:  

• Limited entry to high-satisfactory schooling in rural areas.  

• Long distance colleges and shortage of public transport.  

• Lack of influenced teachers.  

• Non-availability of fundamental infrastructure like buildings, strength etc.  

• Overcrowded classrooms.  

• Non-availability of fundamental facilities – lack going for walks water and toilets, loss 

of sanitary facilities.  

• Early marriage.  

• Restrictions on mobility.  

• False perceptions.  

• Limited employment opportunities.  

• Limited entry to suitable studying materials.  

• Wage differentials. 

 

Promoting Education among Women 

Education is the foundation for a sturdy economy, enabling to have positive thinking on 

the ability to make changes and additionally brings the potential skills to examine and 

enhance lifestyles situations. Gender inequalities in education and employment have 

intensely unfavorable effects for the lifestyles of people and country wide economies. 

Education and training need to be provided to women with a surety of being respected, 

assured and secure, so one can increase to their complete potential. Investing in 

instructional guidelines and programmes opens wealthy avenues for the development of 

women in any respect levels, throughout all commercial enterprise areas, which inspire 

women for their entry to non-conventional sector. Education permits women to emerge as 

extra effective each outside and inside the household. Empowered women can be capable 

of face the demanding situations of society and will stand for proper happenings and 

towards incorrect happenings, so women education has a big relation to women 

empowerment.  
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Government and NGO Initiatives 

For India to march forward, skilful human resources across all levels are a must. Skilling 

initiative in India is helmed by the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 

(MSDE). the government has taken initiatives to empower women through skill 

development by launching different schemes like Support to coaching & Employment 

Program STEP, Priyadarshini, Swadhar Greh/ Short keep Scheme, SABLA, ability Up 

gradation and coaching Programme for women in border/Backward/Tribal Districts etc. 

Further, National Skill Development Mission was launched on July 15, 2015, to supply 

the general institutional framework to implement and scale up skill development efforts 

across the country rapidly. The Mudra Yojana launched by the Union Government helps 

to enhance the standing of women by providing loans and inspiring them to start out new 

ventures and thereby empowering them with individual monetary security. The Make in 

India campaign has secure some enterprise-oriented policies among some highlighted 

industries within the make in India campaign are garments and food processing that are 

well-liked among women entrepreneurs.  

Policy Perspectives 

The higher rate of illiteracy among women is attributing to play a subordinate role. To 

interrupt the barriers in the way of empowerment, it necessitates structural adjustment 

policies from the grassroots level to succeed in marginalized women who would like 

initial support. In India at intervals of the framework of a democratic polity, our 

legislation, has framed policies, arrange and programmes aimed for the advancement of 

women in several spheres which incorporates National Policy on Education (NPE) 1986, 

The Mahila Samakhya Programme (Education for girls‘s Empowerment)1987. The 

District Primary Education Programme (DPEP) in 1994. The 86th Constitutional 

(amendment) implies a free and mandatory education a fundamental right for all young 

ones within the 6-14years, The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA – Education for All), 2001- 

02 are the popular ones (Sowjanya and Hans, 2016). With the exception of the 

government initiative, the arrange of action, demands new partners, as well as NGO‘s, 

SHGs and different voluntary organizations. Organizing and Networking among women 

community are required to bring amendment in the position of women. Education permits 
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to interrupt contradictions touching women empowerment. Moreover, realizing their 

inherent abilities. Educated women ought to be able to stop and remodel current 

undesirable/ unfair practices against women folks, and also to form new visions to 

empower underprivileged group. Education permits to understand a higher situation. 

Changes in perception demands the eye of policymakers, to engender applicable positive 

responses, scale back vulnerability, access and avail resources. 

 

Suggestions 

Providing quality education, equipping women with the abilities to secure a resource and 

participate in society is that the best way to guarantee progress and modify them to joins 

the labor market to contribute towards the event of nation. Gender difference may well be 

obstructed by making awareness regarding constitutional rights that is feasible through 

education and training. Some of the suggestions are –  

1. Removal of gender inequality must be the priority.  

2. Improve and set precedence to develop education for all as well as girls, guaranteeing 

evenhanded and comprehensive access to education for all - children, youth and adults at 

all levels of education from childhood care and education to tertiary education.  

3. Access to post-school and higher education for women so they will be ready for jobs 

and better skills. Awareness and encouragement of a women‘s education is essential.  

4. Eliminate wage differentials between men and women for similar task.  

5. Promotes skills for financial gain generation support for women entrepreneurial 

activities.  

6. Improved quality of school education curriculum, each in content and pedagogy, for 

getting ready young women for the competitive market through training of relevant skill 

development courses and generating awareness regarding vocational training from the 

secondary level.  
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Conclusion 

Empowerment includes higher levels of literacy, instructional attainment, awareness of 

rights and responsibilities, active participation in economic activities, better healthcare 

and equal access to productive resources and improvement within the standard of living. 

Skills may be acquired in several ways. Skill development takes place, through 

vocational courses run by government and NGOs, however real and sustainable growth 

of India depends on positive socio-economic transformation with men and women as 

partners in progress, reinforcing every other‘s effort in removing barriers to 

comprehensive growth. 
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Abstract 

The ideology of Srimanta Shankardeva, the 13
th

 century Bhakti saint of Assam is deeply rooted 

in the cult of Vaishnavism. The philosophical and spiritual idea of education as propounded by 

Mahapurush Sankardeva is clearly reflected in the preaching of Bhakti Movement in Assam in 

the 15
th
 century A.D. The ideology of our great Vaishnava Saint is said to have some co-

relation with Delors‘ Four Pillars of Education. Jacques Delors, a French Politician who served 

as the eighth President of the European Commission from 1985 to 1995, instituted the Delors 

Commission which submitted the Delors Report in the year 1996. This Paper centers round the 

Second one of the key concepts of the Delors Report i.e ‗The four pillars of Learning' and how 

it is related with the ideology of Sankardeva. In the context of rapid societal and technological 

change, there is a need to rethink the purpose of education and the organization of learning. 

This report proposed an integrated vision of Education based on the two key concepts: 

Learning throughout life, The four Pillars of Learning – to know, to do, to be and to live 

together. The idea of integrated approach to education is reflected in the ‗Four pillars of 

Learning‘. It has had significant influence on policy debates, teacher training and curriculum 

development in a range of countries worldwide. 

Keywords: Delors‘ Report, Srimanta Sankardeva, Ideology, Education  

Introduction 

According to Delors‘ Report, 1996, the four pillars of education for the 21
st
 century bring the 

merit of helping people committed to quality pedagogical practice. This author states that 

expanding knowledge makes it possible to understand the environment in which one lives, 

encourage curiosity, provoke the conquest of autonomy and using critical sense to understand 

reality. These four pillars of education were the fundamental rules of learning. 
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The report augmented that choices about education were determined by choices what kind of 

society we wished to live in .Beyond education‘s immediate functionality, it considered the 

formation of the whole person to be an essential part of education‘s purpose. The Delors‘ 

Report was aligned closely with the moral and intellectual principles that underpin UNESCO 

and therefore it‘s analysis and recommendations were more humanistic and less instrumental 

and market-driven than other education reform studies of the time. 

The Four Pillars of Education as submitted by the Delors‘ Report which was essential for the 

sustainability of Human Development and which emphasized the importance of a humanistic 

approach to education. This report was an attempt to glorify the aims of education and building 

peace in the minds of men and women worldwide. 

The Four Pillars of Education by Delors Report, 1996 

1. Learning to know: By this principle Delors Report mean that learning must be gathered with an 

inquisitiveness to learn. This would benefit the opportunities that education provides throughout 

life. Learning to know leads to an understanding of the world around him, openness to the 

knowledge of one‘s own and the others which can keep him away from ignorance. Learning to 

know must be part of human development, and will become effective learning by being able to 

produce in people the impulse and foundations of their activities. 

 

2. Learning to do: By this principle, the Delors Report means that the motive of education should 

not only be confined to the parameters of occupational capabilities but also to gain the potential to 

deal with many situations in life and to work together in unity. It also means learning to do in the 

young peoples‘ various social and work experiences which may be informal, as a result of the 

local or national context or formal, involving courses, alternating study and work. It leads to 

practicing absorbed knowledge, which takes one away from immobilize. Personal Competence 

makes intelligent knowledge put itself into practice, which is valued in doing so. It is not enough 

to do, it is necessary to be creative and innovative, to do for its intelligence studied and organized 

with which the machines become smarter, facilitating the work and gaining in production. 

 

3. Learning to Be: Education must be pursued in order to develop one‘s own personality and to 

develop the ability of decision making and autonomy, judgments and personal responsibility. 
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Education must be an all round development of one‘s memory, reasoning, aesthetic sense, 

physical capabilities and communication skills. It solidifies the pillars and harmonizes them to 

conform to the human being intact. 

 

4. Learning to Live Together: By this principle of Delors Report, it means that one among the 

principles of education should also be the development of ability to understand other people and 

also mutual inter-dependence on each other such as carrying out joint projects and learning to 

manage conflicts in a spirit of respect for the value of pluralism, mutual understanding and peace. 

It directs one to teamwork, which keeps him away from isolation. 

  Formal education systems tend to emphasize the acquisition of knowledge to the 

detriment of other types of learning; but it is vital now to conceive education in a more 

encompassing fashion. Such a vision should inform and guide future educational reforms and 

policy, in relation both contents and to methods. 

  The idea of integrated approach to education is reflected in the ‗Four pillars of 

Learning‘ .It has had significant influence on policy debates, teacher training and curriculum 

development in a range of countries worldwide. The four pillars of education are 

interdependent and form a single learning that directs the human person to the construction of 

knowledge, skills, and the ability to discern, act and evaluate in a broad and integral way. 

Jacques Delor suggests the necessity lifelong learning in a world that aspires to reasoned 

knowledge, the trainer of men capable of decision-making, where justice ,order and positive 

results prevail. 

Four Pillars of Education – A Modern View 

Quality, Equity, Relevance, Sustainability are the characteristics of education for the 21
st
 

century. The elements of complete education for 21
st
 century are; 

Knowledge – Learning to know 

Employability skills – Learning to do  

Engagement – Learning to live together 

Enrichment – Learning to be 

Passion – Learning to transform oneself and society. 
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Learning to transform oneself and society is the new additional pillar of education for social 

development. Dealing with issues, predicaments and dilemmas from a perspective, preparing 

students to cope with a rapidly changing environment is challenge in today‘s world. 

The seven Cs – 21
st
 Century Lifelong skills are – 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: https://in.pinterest.com/pin/5407505466255615510/visual-search/ 

Rationale of the Study 

Sankardeva observed that the function of education is to correct thinking and awaken the mind 

of his pupil to realize and mould his true nature. To promote self-realization is the objective of 

education. The function of education is to bring about social development of the individual. 

The self – activity of the pupil is a major principle of education. Both formal and informal 

education was imparted to the mass people by Sankardeva in the 15
th

/16
th

 century Assam. The 

Namghar and Sankari institutions of Sankardeva played an important and crucial role in this 

regard. The aim of education of Sankardeva are i) Moral aim of Education ii) Spiritual aim of 

Education iii) Universal brotherhood aim of Education iv) Vocational aim of Education and v) 

All round development aim of education. (Saikia, 2018) 

In relation to Sankaradeva‘s principles of education, the modern education system 

enhances the people‘s capabilities in equitable terms, i.e. by ensuring access to quality 

teachings for all is the best way to maintain social sustainability. Using education to transmit 

such capabilities from one generation to the next in equitable terms is the best way to ensure a 

Seven Cs Component skills 

Critical Thinking and 

Doing                                                                                     

Problem solving, research, analysis, project management etc.            

Creativity 

                                                                             

New knowledge creation, best fit, design   solutions, artful, 

storytelling etc.                                    

Collaboration  Co-operation, compromise, consensus, community building etc.                                        

Cross cultural 

Understanding  

Across diverse ethnic, knowledge and organisational cultures.                                           

Communication  Crafting messages and using media  effectively.     

Computing  Effective use of Electronic information and knowledge tools.                                                            

Career & Learning 

Self -reliance                                                            

Managing change, lifelong learning and career redefinition                                                                                        
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sustainable human development. The four pillars of education for all i.e. learning to do, 

learning to know, learning to be and learning to live together through their corresponding 

practical and psycho social skills give a framework for the design of appropriate policies. It is 

concentrated on the reflection and meaning of learning throughout life. The learning process is 

said to be continuous – an endless and progressive way of addressing the holistic needs of a 

person. The philosophical basis of the four pillars of learning defines the valuable and critical 

role of education as a catalyst for the learner‘s maturation of personalities and their personal 

fulfillment throughout life.In the regard, the investigator has reviewed a number of related 

literatures to know about the subject matter and what has been done and how much is still left 

to be explored. However, it has been observed that no research work has been conducted in 

relation to Sankardeva and four pillars of education. So, the investigator is enthusiastic to do a 

study on Sankardeva teaching principles with regard to four pillars of education. Formal 

education systems tend to emphasize the acquisition of knowledge to the detriment of other 

types of learning; but it is vital now to conceive education in a more encompassing fashion. 

Such a vision should inform and guide future educational reforms and policy,in relation both 

contents and to methods.  

The idea of integrated approach to education is reflected in the ‗Four Pillars of 

Learning‘. It has had significant influence on policy debates, teacher training and curriculum 

development in a range of countries worldwide. The four pillars of education are 

interdependent and form a single learning that directs the human person to the construction of 

knowledge, skills, and the ability to discern, act and evaluate in a broad and integral way. 

Jacques Delor suggests as a necessity lifelong learning in a world that aspires to reasoned 

knowledge, the trainer of men capable of decision-making, where justice, order and positive 

results prevail. 

Ideologies of Sankaradeva and how it is related to Delors’ Report 

Vaishnava Saint Sankaradeva wanted a society filled with personal and individual 

growth through self-correction and self-understanding in every individual being. It was for this 

reason that he preached the Eka-Sarana-Nama-Dharma. By his Ek-Sarana-Nama-Dharma 

Sankaradeva wanted to create harmony in the society through the bond of spirituality. The Neo-

Vaishnavism introduced by Srimanta Sankaradeva in the early decades of the sixteenth century 

led to tremendous impact in the society with its bold ideologies. 
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  Sankaradeva, who was a Kayastha gained proficiency not only in the traditional 

Sanskrit learning but also in the art of music, dance, dramatic performance and painting. He 

successfully harnessed all these rare combination in his personality to evolve a religion which 

would be simple, easily practicable, music-oriented and capable of satisfying the spiritual urge 

of the general masses. 

  The teachings of Sankaradeva or his religion comprised mainly of four principles: the 

comprehension of Param Brahma, the all-pervasive Supreme Being in the form of Sri Krishna 

as extolled in the Geeta, Sat-Sanga or fraternity of the pious divine as enjoyed by the 

Bhagawata Purana and Nama-Kirtana or divine services in the form of prayer. These four 

principles in the condensed form are: Guru, Deva, Bhakta and Nama .Since his teachings and 

ideologies were mainly based on the Bhagawata Gita and the Bhagawata Purana, his creed was 

called Bhagawati Dharma. Popularly, it was called Mahapurushia Dharma and officially Eka-

Sarana-Nama-Dharma. (Kalita, 2014) 

Sankardeva’s ideologies and Delors’ Four Pillars of Education 

 Learning to Know: The objectives of the preaching of Sankaradeva were meant to bring a 

gradual change in the society by real knowledge of all the goodness in an individual needed for 

a fruitful society. Those were not virtual teachings, rather, were a means of true knowledge 

through which an individual can reach his state of divine perfection. It neither a short term 

teaching nor a superficial one, rather they were golden verses to be nurtured in any true learner 

throughout his lifetime. In order to facilitate the process of cultivating devotion, Sankaradeva 

and his immediate followers, the chief among them being Madhavadeva translated and in many 

cases adapted the Bhagavata -Purana and the two epics to Assamese verse forms. 

 Learning to be : The scriptures of Sankardeva including ‗Kirtan Ghosha' or this disciple 

Madhavdeva‘s Nam Ghosha spread the message of correction of dark human nature and 

showed a way to reach the inner self. It focused on an all round development in an individual 

.The only panacea to secure release from repeated births and thereby experience the blissful 

state of God‘s omnipresence is the process of unalloyed devotion to Vishnu-Narayan without 

deviating from the monotheistic path .The Bhakats were an example of all round development 

who must be a man of intellectual and spiritual enlightenment through the teachings of 

Vaishnavism. The Bhakats lived under the guidance of the Satradhikar and they were properly 
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trained or educated for a monastic life. The monastic life focused on an all round individual and 

community development through regular Nama-Prasanga, recitation from religious theme, 

classical dance and music ,and skill in some technical arts which made monastic life an ideal 

way of living. 

 

 Learning to do: The ideology preached by Sankaradeva was not only confined to the scope of 

occupational pursue, but also as a lifelong lesson for offers. The Satradhikars used to visit the 

village Namghars to initiate new disciples and to disseminate spiritual education among them. 

In expounding the scriptures, they used to bring down the people to practical issues with the 

idea of giving them guidance for everyday living. 

 

 Learning to Live Together : Sankaradeva fully realised the necessity of bringing the diverse 

ethnic elements professing heterogeneous religious paths under the umbrella of one simple 

monotheistic Vishnu cult propounded in the Gita and the Bhagavata Purana .Through this cult, 

he therefore advocated the message that one need not belong to any of the higher castes. 

Sankardeva tried to spread harmony among the people through the knowledge of Bhakti and 

Eka-Sarana-Nama-Dharma. He taught equality of all human beings and accepted disciples from 

amongst the tribesmen and the Muslims and placed them all in equal footing. Thus among his 

disciples were - Chandsal, a muslin; Govinda, a Garo;  Paramananda, a Miri;   Jayananda, a 

Bhutia;  Narahari, an Ahom;  Srirama, Kaivarta;  Madhava of Jayanti, a Potter; and Damodara, 

a Baniya or trader. 

The value of  ‗unity through learning‘ was so much stressed that Sankaradeva also 

established the community prayer hall  known as ‗Namghars’ where members of the village 

community could congregate for daily or occasional prayers and where they could listen to 

recitations from sacred scriptures, the language of which was not unfamiliar to them. The 

‗Namghars‘ also served as a stage in presenting devotional plays and also as a forum of 

discussions relating to moral, religious and social welfare of the village community. The 

dramatic performances, festivals were celebrated and greater problems of life , philosophy, and 

religion were discussed and debated in the ‗Namghars‟. It also served as the village court trying 

all cases civil and criminal .Only difficult cases were referred bro the Satradhikar or to the 

government judiciary. The ‗Namghars‘ were thus ―public institutions‖ and their affairs were 
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conducted on ―a purely democratic basis‖, every householder in the village having an equal 

voice in the management of their affairs. The villagers with their combined labour and 

resources built and repaired them, provided necessary articles and looked to their upkeep, and 

thus in diverse ways fostered social solidarity and discipline. Thus, Sankardeva, who preached 

a doctrine of ―universal social brotherhood‖, created conditions for harmonious living of people 

of diverse castes, communities and creeds.  

The Satra institutions which flourished later on with the ideology of Sankaradeva 

mainly consisted of bhakats and devotees who lived in harmony in the Satra campus. Every 

Assamese family is traditionally affiliated to or connected with a Satra. The institution 

propagated Vaishnavism among the masses by initiating villagers to the religious order .In 

some Satras like Chamariya in the district of Kamrup, a custom still existed in which the 

Hindus and the Muslims of the village met together in the village Namghar, once a year to pray 

for common welfare and in which occasion, each participant took his share of ‗prasad‘ with his 

own hands from a common basin and enjoyed it sitting all together. There are also instances of 

inviting Muslims to Hindu villages to make ‗Tazia‘ or to the temples and Satras to play musical 

instruments, and of making joint pilgrimages by the Hindus and Muslims by way of paying 

homage to some God or to some Santapeer, of whom Santapeer was the most noted one. The 

Ahom kings also encouraged such practices and patronized Islam by making land-grants to the 

Peers and mosques. The communal harmony and intermixture is evident by the fact that the 

items of Mughal dress and music  entered the Satras and Namghars ,and the Vaishnava hymns 

so influenced the Muslims that Azan Fakir composed his ‗Zikirs‘ in the same time. 

 

Conclusions 

 Thus, the ideologies of Sankaradeva brought a new orientation to the society with the practice 

of Human Equality in the spiritual plane and creating an era of social upliftment through the 

organization of the Satras .Spending twelve years outside Assam in different holy places of 

India, where he entered into religious discourses with different theologians and could study the 

religious discourses of the period, Sankaradeva introduced a creed, adhering to the main 

principles of Bhakti ,which could revolutionize the entire face of life of the people and lead to 

the formation of a broader civil society. It had United the diverse tribal communities of the 
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region and gave it a culture, to be identified later as the Assamese culture. Nowhere in India, 

except in Punjab, could the reform movement give such dynamism to the life of the people. 

Using education to enhance the people‘s capabilities in equitable terms, i.e. by ensuring 

access to quality teachings for all is the best way to maintain social sustainability. Using 

education to transmit such capabilities from one generation to the next in equitable terms is the 

best way to ensure a sustainable human development. The four pillars of education for all i.e. 

learning to do, learning to know, learning to be and learning to live together through their 

corresponding practical and psycho social skills give a framework for the design of appropriate 

policies. It is centred on the reflection and meaning of learning throughout life. The learning 

process is said to be continuous – an endless and progressive way of addressing the holistic 

needs of a person. The philosophical basis of the four pillars of learning defines the valuable 

and critical role of education as a catalyst for the learners‘ maturation of personalities and their 

personal fulfilment throughout life.  It resolves around the educational philosophy called 

humanism. Humanism as a philosophy that trends to render the humanistic formation of a 

student, a person more truly human, to unfold those qualities in him which are in accord with 

his human nature and awaken all his potentialities. Humanism is generally associated with 

beliefs about freedom and autonomy. Humanist principles stress the importance of the 

individual and his specific human needs. These guiding principles are anchored on the seven 

humanistic assumptions as follows: Human nature is inherently good, individuals are free and 

autonomous to make major personal choices, human potential for growth and development is 

virtually unlimited, self concept plays an important role in growth and development, 

individuals have an urge toward self actualization, reality is defined by each person and 

individuals have responsibility to themselves and to others. 

To conclude, we can say that both Sankaradeva‘s ideology and Delors‘ Report aimed at 

an all round development of an individual and openness to the real essence of education which 

would further contribute to the development of a greater society of peace .Both Sankaradeva 

and Delors' ideologies clearly made us understand the importance of forming a man who seeks 

to understand the essence of self-amelioration and that allows everyone a better world to live. 
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Educational Status and Women Rights of Mishing Tribal Women: A study on 

Rajabari Panchayat (Gohpur) of Biswanath District, Assam 

Udhab Patgiri 

 

Abstract 

Women education in India has a major preoccupation of both the government and civil society as 

educated women can play a very important role in the development of the country. Human Rights 

are commonly understood as inalienable fundamental Rights, which are inherent in all human being 

regardless of their nation location, language, religion, ethnic origin or any other status. The Right to 

education for every individual irrespective to sex, caste, creed, religion etc is universally accepted. 

It is the primary vehicle that helps to change and advancement of any society and it is possible only 

if both man and woman have the equal chances to get right quality education. The paper will 

attempted the important of education and the problem facing among the Mishing tribes women of 

Ozabara Mishing village in Biswanath District, Assam. The Mising tribes have their own culture 

and tradition which is related with their daily life. After the post independence time women have 

been getting education and able to earn income independently. Number of tribal girls getting 

education from primary to post graduate level has been gradually increasing. Quite a number of 

them are getting employment in various organization, including govt. departments. But question is 

still arise why the Mishing women has not able to get higher education despite the government 

offered facilities. So, this study will try to understand the causes behind the low educational status 

of the Mishing tribe of Assam. The paper will also highlights with finding and some suggestive 

measures about the values of education and needs of quality education in day to day life of the 

women section in the studied area.    

 

Keywords: Women Education, Mishing Tribe, Women rights, Education system, Suggestive 

Measures. 

Introduction 

            Human Rights are commonly understood an inalienable fundamental Rights, which inherent 

in all human being regardless to their nation lactation, language, religion, ethnic origin or any other 

status, inextricably linked to other fundamental human right- right that are universal, indivisible and 

interdependent. Women to consider equal partner in the development process as Women comprise 

half the world‘s population and their role in development cannot therefore be overlooked. Every 
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Women, men, youth and children has the human right to education, training and information, other 

fundamental human rights dependent upon realization of the human right to education. Equality to 

access to all level of education is crucial to empowering women to participate in economic, social 

and political life of their society. Education unlocks a women‘s potential and is accompanied by 

improvement in health, nutrition, and well-being of women and their families. 

             Education is not only a right in itself, but is also the surest way to empower individual to 

enjoy all of their Human Right. Education paves the way out of poverty and disempowerment and 

open up access to participate in society and in political decision making. Education to women is not 

merely to read and write but should also train to go a long way in achieving their goal in raising the 

status of women, enable development of their potential and help them to live as independent and 

can take equal partnership to men.  

           This paper is a simple attempt to study about the how education provide to think critically 

and strengthening their self-image of a woman in the society and the present condition and problem 

of education system facing by the Mishing Tribe women in the area of Kharoiporiya Panchayat 

(Rajabari) of Biswanath Dist. in particular.  

Women Education 

           Women education refers to every form of education that aims at improving the knowledge, 

and skill of women and girls. It includes general education at schools and colleges, vocational and 

technical education, professional education, health education, etc. Women education encompasses 

both literary and non-literary education. Educated women are capable of bringing socio-economic 

changes. The constitution of almost all democratic countries, including India, guarantees equal 

rights to both men and women. Primary education is now a fundamental right. When a woman or a 

girl is ensured of her rights, the society at large is ensured of its sustainability. Realizing the 

importance of women education, the government and many non-government organizations took a 

lot of projects to spread women education. Literacy programs are being taken in favor of women. 

The Importance of Women Education 

The importance of women education is briefly summarized below: 

1. Economic development and prosperity: Education will empower women to come forward and 

contribute towards the development and prosperity of the country. 

2. Economic empowerment: So long as women remain backward and economically dependent on 

men, the helpless condition of them cannot be changed. Economic empowerment and independence 

will only come through proper education and employment of women. 
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3. Improved life: Education helps a woman to live a good life. Her identity as an individual would 

never get lost. She can read and learn about her rights. Her rights would not get trodden down. The 

life or condition of women would improve a lot, if we take a broad outlook in the field of female 

education. 

4. Improved health: Educated girls and women are aware of the importance of health and hygiene. 

Through health education, they are empowered to lead a healthy life-style. Educated mothers can 

take better care of both herself and her baby. 

5. Dignity and honor: Educated women are now looked upon with dignity and honor. They become 

a source of inspiration for millions of young girls who make them their role-models. 

6. Justice: Educated women are more informed of their rights for justice. It would eventually lead to 

decline in instances of violence and injustice against women such as dowry, forced-prostitution, 

child-marriage, female foeticide, etc. 

7. Choice to choose a profession of her choice: Educated women can prove be highly successful in 

the fields of life. A girl-child should get equal opportunity for education, so that, she can plan to 

become a successful doctors, engineers, nurses, air-hostesses, cook, or choose a profession of her 

choice. 

8. Alleviate poverty: Women education is a pre-requisite to alleviate poverty. Women need to take 

equal burden of the massive task of eliminating poverty. This would demand massive contribution 

from educated women. There cannot be many social and economic changes unless girls and women 

are given their rights for education. 

Women’s Rights 

       Women's rights are the rights and entitlements claimed for women and girls worldwide. They 

formed the basis for the women's rights movement in the 19th century and the feminist 

movements during the 20th and 21st centuries. In some countries, these rights are institutionalized 

or supported by law, local custom, and behavior, whereas in others, they are ignored and 

suppressed. They differ from broader notions of human rights through claims of an inherent 

historical and traditional bias against the exercise of rights by women and girls, in favor of men and 

boys. 

       Issues commonly associated with notions of women's rights include the right to bodily integrity 

and autonomy, to be free from sexual violence, to vote, to hold public office, to enter into legal 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Entitlement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Girl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminist_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminist_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autonomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_violence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_suffrage
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contracts, to have equal rights in family law, to work, to fair wages or equal pay, to 

have reproductive rights, to own property, and to education.
 
The long history of global initiatives 

for protection and expansion of human rights in general and the rights of women in particular, it is 

imperative that the whole issue is examined in Indian context. Despite the constitutional provisions 

of fundamental rights and freedom such as freedom of speech, protection of life and personal 

liberty, the status of India women continued to suffer from neglect and deprivation. Moreover in 

conformity with the International Women‘s Development Decade, in India too, the decade was 

observed further creating awareness and mobilizing support for women‘s rights. The human right 

for women should be considered as the collective rights of women accepted as a person with the 

capacity to decide or act on her own behalf. The importance of the human Right discourse in 

relation to the rights of women is that it brings in the issues of entitlements and legal provisions for 

implantation, so that rights are not seen as abstract concepts but as living issues. 
 

About Missing Tribe 

Mishing tribe is one of the major plain tribes of Assam, who are generally found in upper 

Assam, mainly riverine areas of Jorhat, Sibsagar, Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, Tinsukia, Dibrugarh, 

Majuli, Biswanath and Sonitpur district. The people of this tribe are also centered in Arunachal 

Pradesh. The Indian constitution has regarded the ―Miri‘‘ as a schedule tribe of Assam. According 

to 2001 census their total population was 7,37,836. Among the scheduled tribes of Assam 

Mishing was 17.4% and literate people of Mishing among the schedule tribe of Assam was 68.8% 

where more than 78% were males and 59% were females. Mishing people are originally from the 

hills of Arunachal Pradesh and have lots of cultural and linguistic similarities with the Adi tribe of 

Arunachal Pradesh. It may be possible that these people migrated towards south in search of a 

fertile land and to their luck found the highly fertile Brahmaputra and settled on the banks of the 

river. Although there was now a good deal of fertile lands available to the Mishing people who 

were mainly farmers, the situation was not as good as it must be as the river Brahmaputra brought 

along with it severe floods which destroyed their crops most of the time and hence caused misery 

to these people at the same time. However the Mishing people still inhabit the banks of river 

Brahmaputra inspite of the yearly floods. Mishing people have their own religion 'Donyi Polo'. 

Donyi is the sun and polo is the moon. Mishing people believe that they are descendants of the 

Sun and the Moon and hence worship them. However, now Mishing people follow both Hinduism 

and Donyi Polo as their religion. Also some of the Mishing people have converted to Christianity. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_work
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equal_pay_for_equal_work
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reproductive_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_property
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_education
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Objectives of the Study 

1. To examine the relationship of education with various perception, attitude, values of Missing 

Women. 

2. Role of Education in promoting the Women Rights. 

3. To know that how present education system is making improvement among the Mishing Women 

and play positive role in society development or not.  

4. Put forward some suggestions for the development of Missing Women at may be train for better 

quality education. 

Methodology Adopted for the Study 

          The paper was a simple attempt to make a study on Kharoiporiya Panchayat under Gohpur 

sub-division in Biswanath distict of Assam of Mishing Tribe women, that how quality and higher 

education play important in development of the Mishing women, which is not only for the shake of 

getting literate but also how important to enhance their self-image and play positive role of their 

own in day to day life and help in society development. For the purpose of the present study both 

the primary and secondary data have been used. The primary data were collected from field survey 

through Direct Interview and from Data records by the CRC worker and Kharoiporiya Panchayat. 

The secondary data were collected from different books, relevant documents and internet sources 

etc. 

Profiles of the Studies Areas 

          The present study has conducted in Kharoiporiya Phanchayat Gohpur sub-division of 

Biswanath district of Assam. According to 2011 census of India, Total Biswanath population 

is 64,828 people are living in this Block, of which 33,016 are male and 31,812 are female. 

Population of Biswanath in 2020 is 77,794 Literate people are 36,783 out of 20,442 are male and 

16,341 are female The dweller of this place is mostly of Mishing, Bodo, Karbi, Muslim, Nepali, 

Kachari Tribes and General Assamese people.. The researcher has selected two Mishing villages 

under Rajabari Kharoiporiya Panchayat (Gohpur) of Biswanath Dist. of Assam. There are total 

population‘s 15 wards and 8 eight revenue village under Kharoiporiya phanchayat. In my study 

three Mishing villages were selected and from each of the villages 30 respondents (women 

responded) and 30 households has been randomly selected. The name of the villages are : Ozabora, 

Nohbil and No1 Chakala goan. 
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Table- 1: Profile of the Studied Area of Kharoiporiya Panchayat, Rajabari 

Total Population 12800 

No of wards 15 

No Revenue Village 8 

Number of School 14 

Primary School(Class I-V) 9 

High School (Class VI-X)  

Some School include Class XII 

5 

Source: Computed from Primary Data, 2020 

 Table-1: Present about the Total population = 12800, Number of wards=15, Number of revenue 

villages =8 and total no. of schools=14 which included primary to senior secondary school. 

Level of education of women: In this context, the scenario of education amongst Mishing women 

who are considered most backward needs to be examined. Taking only the parameter of level of 

education the „backwardness‟ of Mishing women appears to be true. 

Table-2: Level of Education of women from the selected Three Villages 

Sl.No. Education level No. of respondents (30 Respondents from 

each Village) 

1 Illiterate 25 

2 literate 65 

3 a) Up to Primary Level  

b) Secondary Level  

c) Graduation  

d) Technical/Other  

e) P.G. 

20 

22 

15 

2 

6 

4 Sub Total 65 

5 Total 90 

Source: Computed from Primary Data, 2020 

Table No. 2 It gives a comparative level of education of women in various educational spheres. It 

shows that 33.34 percent of women are illiterate and 66.66 percent of women are literate. Literate 

up to primary level is 19.04 percent and Secondary Level is 22.85 percent and Graduation is 15.14 

percent of the total respondent. It shows very few of the total respondent are Technical/other and 

P.G. Educated. 
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Table-3: Education Preference Given to Boys or Girls 

Village 

Name 

No households/ 

Responds 

Boys 

preference 

given 

 Percentage of 

Boys 

preference 

given 

Girls 

preference 

given 

Percentage of 

Girls 

preference 

given 

Ozabara 

Gaon 

30 20 63 10 37 

No1 

Chakala 

Gaon 

30 18 59 12 41 

Nohbil 

Gaon 

30 22 72 08 28 

Total 90 60 64 30 36 

 Source: Computed from Primary Data, 2020 

Table No-3 It gives a comparative preference given by respondents to Boys Vs Girls for education 

from 3 selected villages. In Ozabora out of 30 respondents 20 are giving preference to boys 

education Only 10 respondents given more preference to Girls. In No1 Chakala out of 30 

respondents 18 are giving preference to boys education Only 12 respondents given more preference 

to Girls. In Nohbil goan out of 30 respondents 22 are giving preference to boys education Only 08 

respondents given more preference to Girls. It is shown in the table that most of the responds are 

prefer to give more important to boy education than their girls educations. Some respondent says 

they give equal importance to their children‘s education but for higher or better education will be 

given to boys unless if their daughters are more bright student then their sons. 

General Observations and Suggestions 

After analyzing the data it is found that the studied area 99 percent are Mishing tribes where most 

of them are poor and engages in cultivation. Needless to say the unfavorable social attitude to 

women in traditional matrilineal Mishing Society has adversely affected the educational prospects 

of their girls children. Happily attitudes to women have gradually changing everywhere and 

education of Mishing women has been shown definite signs of improvement in recent years. 

Female literacy rate in the study area is considerably increasing than before as most parents aware 

the importance of education in building their feature and career life. It is found that increasing 

number of girls‟ literacy rate is higher in primary and middle levels but the number of women in 

the higher education is comparatively low. Many girls‟ parents encourage the girl‘s to study till 

10th and 12th pass or only till graduate. The reason behind that is also due to the economic 

condition and many girls are not willing to study furthers they are interested in engage in job or get 

marry and settle down. Only few women‘s are found in the studied area engage in higher studies 
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including university, for engineering, medicine, technology etc. The women are realizing that by 

degrees the importance of education help in all round development. However to other question put 

up to the responds then why girls are not given equal importance to education, most of them 

responds the main hurdle for improvement of girl‘s education is not the beliefs customs or the 

status of women in societies but to their economy condition. The insecurity outside the household is 

today‘s greatest obstacle in the path women right and freedom to get higher education as many 

parents don‘t want to send their girls outside for higher education. The result of the high school and 

higher examination show poorer performances especially the girls then general category students. 

        The low level rate of women education is a common phenomenon in all tribal and also non-

tribal groups of India. This is an obstacle of development in our country. So, all the member of the 

society especially the elite man section rethinks to free from this obstacle. Attempt should be made 

through more education to improve the attitude towards women status and role. There should be 

made to give equal important facilities to boys and girls in education. Encourage to the women to 

take part in decision making process. Expanding opportunities and amplifying the voices of women 

and girls against imbalance power between the sexes in the public domain as a result the right to 

education to girls can have equal opportunity. Encourage the girls to in making decisions to go for 

higher education and other technical education by their parents as well as the community (Mishing 

People). To monitor the functioning of school, to ensure quality teaching increase in girl‘s 

education, community involvement is ensured through participation of Village Education 

Committees, Panchayati Raj Institutions and Women Groups. Government and NGO‟s should play 

a fruitful role to replace illiteracy from dogmatic traditional society. There are multiple instruments 

of the state for the uplift of economic condition to mishing society such as Like Integrated Tribal 

Development Project, The Autonomous Councils (MAC) that bulk of money has been used for the 

purpose of development but certainly has not been utilized for pubic development. There for they 

should take in active and used the money for public services and development. Last not the least, 

The MMK (Mising Mime Kebang) a strong and sole Misihng organization as well as TMPK, 

TMMK, who can take initiative part in encouraging and make awareness among the women to 

transforming and improvement in quality life and development.  

Conclusions 

            Thus it has been found that cultural norms and values coupled with low economic status 

have negative role impact on development of women‘s education of the Mishing in particular and 

of the tribals in general. The traditional attitude of men to women‘s role in the society has not 

changed much among the Mishing so far. Dependence on underdeveloped agricultural economy as 
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well as animistic religious beliefs and practices compel the Mishing to depend more on women than 

on men in meeting the basic needs for living. Neither cultivation nor socio-religious functions 

which are as important as economic function for the tribals can be completed without women‘s 

jobs. In such a socio-cultural system women are bound to forego education for house wife role in 

life. So, to bring change to the perception of women must role which stands in the way of their 

educational development the women must be adequately empowered to assert their right to 

education and to improve their socio-economic status. Ignorance about their legitimate rights and 

privileges should be means of awareness programme among them. 
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Men in Indian English Chick Lit: a Study through Anuja Chauhan’s Those 

Pricey Thakur Girls 

 

Rajashree Boruah 

 

Abstract 

Chick Lit features the lives of single working women in their twenties and thirties journeying 

through adventures that entail their adult city lives. The non-perfect and flawed ladies of Chick 

Lit ascertain the readers by presenting a realistic and messy detail of their life to be seen among 

the contemporary urban women in real. This genre of ‗commercial tsunami‘ as accorded by 

Suzanne Ferriss and Mallory Young has attained wide popularity with the publication of Helen 

Fielding‘s Bridget Jones Diary in 1998 in USA. Offering the front positions to the women, the 

female novelists here relegate the male characters to the background, who can claim their identity 

only as the suitor or fiancée or as a friend of their female counterparts. In most of the texts 

pertaining to Chick Lit genre men are being judged and evaluated, represented, weighed and 

measured and are consistently found lagging behind in comparison to the female characters.  This 

paper aims to study the representation of men in Chick Lit with special reference to Anuja 

Chauhan‘s Those Pricey Thakur Girls (2013). In contrast to the traditional representations of men 

as assertive, successful and competitive and being always the claimant of traits such as 

aggression, dominance as well as strength, here, in Chick Lit they turn out to be completely 

dysfunctional or the exact opposite of the masculinity otherwise attached with the word ‗men‘ in 

the hands of these radical feminist women writers.  

 

Keywords: Chick Lit, representation, men, women  

 

Chris Mazza convincingly asserts to be the first person to use the annotation ‗Chick Lit‘in print 

media. She has punctuated the term desiring a satirical interpretation of it in her essay ―Who‘s 

Laughing Now? A Short History of Chick Lit and the Perversion of a Course‖, it has 

subsequently taken an ironic turn and has now emerged as a brand name for a distinct genre in the 

publishing industry. Chris Mazza is well known for editing two text vis-à-vis Chick Lit: 

Postfeminist Fiction and Chick Lit 2: No Chick Vics. Chick Lit features the lives of single 

working women intheir twenties and thirties journeying through adventures that entails their adult 

city lives. The non-perfect and flawed ladies of Chick Lit ascertain the readers by presenting a 
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realistic and messy detail of their life to be seen among the contemporary urban women in real. 

The heroines seem overtly rude, insecure, yet bold, ambitious, witty or surprisingly all of the 

above, and ready to ferociously deal with their professional career and love relationships. Sarah 

Mlynowski and Farrin Jacobs define the genre as  

―often upbeat, always funny fiction about contemporary female characters and their everyday 

struggles with work, home, friendship, family or love. It‘s about observing life and finding the 

humour in a variety of situations‖ (Baykan 2).  

 This genre of ‗commercial tsunami‘ as accorded by Suzanne Ferriss and Mallory Young 

has attained wide popularity with the publication of Helen Fielding‘s Bridget Jones Diary in 1998 

in USA. In the initial period, though Chick Lit has been a British and American literary 

phenomenon, yet the genre is able to acclaim an international position very quickly. After Bridget 

Jones Diary, Candance Bushnell‘s Sex and City has been another foremost example of the genre 

making its utmost popularity. Indonesian sastrawangi (fragrant literature) and Hungarian Chick 

Lit are two of its other versions. Chick Lit genre has been adapted even by Indian English writers 

with a thrust of Indian content in it.  

 While acknowledging the status of young women working in the mainstream media, as in 

publishing houses or firms who, unlike the flawless women of fairy tales waiting to be recognized 

by the prince charming, have flaws in them, fail at work, sometimes drink too much, fail 

miserably in kitchen, yet, they stand to manage their will power with acute firmness. Offering the 

front positions to the women, the female novelists here relegate the male characters to the 

background, who can claim their identity only as the suitor or fiancée or as a friend of their 

female counterparts, and thus ―becomes like the men in the bridal magazines, that is a shadow 

presence or pleasingly pat background figure‖ (Ferriss and Young 38). In contrast to the 

traditional representations of men as assertive, successful and competitive and being always the 

claimant of traits such as aggression, dominance and strength, here, in Chick Lit they turn out to 

be completely dysfunctional or the exact opposite of the masculinity attached with the word 

‗men‘ in the hands of these radical feminist women writers.  

 The selected texts mirror the general representation of male characters in Chick Literature. 

They ascertain an existence in relation with the benevolent female characters. In most of the texts 

pertaining to Chick Lit genre men are being judged and evaluated, represented, weighed and 

measured and are consistently found lagging behind in reference to their female counterparts. The 

writers represent very demeaning or emasculating male characters for which mainstream literary 

critics narrate it to be texts written by women solely to entertain the women readers. Authors 

Ferriss and Young mentions 
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“More often than not we know more about the Plaza hotel, the wedding reception venue 

par excellence, than of the heroine‟s groom. Sometimes the hero is even upstaged by someone 

from outside his species; as in Elizabeth Young‟s A Girls‟ Best Friend (2003), Henry the 

protagonist‟s wolfhound mix, occupies the alpha male slot. Kathleen Tessaro‟s international 

bestseller Elegance (2003) presents a closeted gay Male as the heroine‟s husband”. (Ferriss and 

Young 49) 

 

A clear hint of a flawed ‗male‘ sex is consciously felt in the very first chapter of Anuja 

Chauhan‘s Those Pricey Thakur Girls when the narrator has to reprimand that Justice Lakshmi 

Narayan has to tap off the seven feet high bound boundary wall of his house with vicious bits of 

broken glass less to discourage thieves but more to ―daunt the many amorous males spilling out of 

nearby Modern School, Barakhamba Road, eager for a sighting of Judge saab‘s true treasure- five 

delectable daughters, each one more beautiful than the other‖ (Chauhan).  

Before indulging in a relaxing mode to ponder over his thoughts, the Judge has to secure that the 

wife and girls are ‗safe‘ within. The father has to look after the safe residence of his wife and 

daughters because some immoral men poke around the house all the timeto peep at Judges‘ 

unmarried daughters, not leaving them free to do anything even within their own boundary, for 

which an utter shame to be attached against them for such meticulous and dishonouring 

behaviour. Even if the father does not ensure, the girls are pretty able to give back if they come 

front to front with the roadside Romeos. But the fact that one has to ensure or even have to fight 

back is itself irritating. All the gallant traits linked to ‗men‘ prove very false here when Anuja 

Chauhan projects such stupidity on the part of men.  

If some men are roadside Romeos, then another type of dysfunctional men is Justice 

Lakshmi Narayan himself.His irrationality can be seen in his daughters‘ naming ceremony.He 

was so caught up in organized legal files and court libraries in his professional life that he has 

named his daughters in such organized way that follows the first five English alphabets, 

―Anjini, Binodini, Chandralekha, Debjani and Eshwari- a decision that has earned him a 

reputation of eccentricity he doesn‘t quite deserve. It has caused his daughters to harbour a mild 

(but lingering) grouse against him‖ (Chauhan 2). 

Naming his daughters alphabetically, like ―housing blocks in Chittaranjan Park!‖ (Chauhan 2), 

actually reveals the dehumanizing attitude of the Justice. He is seen to be taking his daughters as 

mere objects as Mr Bumble who has ―named the orphans in Oliver Twist”(Chauhan 2)likewise 

and not as human child who deserve proper naming.  
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While the first three daughters secure pretty much attention throughout, yet it is Debjani 

and Eshwari around whom the plot of the text revolves. A comparative analysis of the male and 

female children of the Thakur family would telecast the focused backwardnessof men. It is 

informed that Debjani has cleared all the three competitive rounds of countrywide audition and 

has emerged triumphant as an English newsreader on DeshDarpan- India‘s one and only 

television channel at that time, when her cousin Gulgul, the only male child of the Thakur 

brothers, could not get over with his academics and has failed for the third time in his law exams. 

In his third attempt,Gulgul has not even reached the exam centre, for, he ‗overslept‘. The situation 

of the day be like: 

―She( Gulgul‘s mother) fed the cows outside the temple…And when she finally came home in a 

cycle-rickshaw, she found Gulab still fast asleep in the downstairs room, Hindu Undivided Family 

Law spread across his chest, his mouth wide open, eyes shut. He had missed the bar examination‖ 

(Chauhan 118).  

He is the husky Gulab Thakur or Gulgul, who although claims to be a regular gym goer and has 

built an attractive physique, yet according to the elders he cannot even fix a starting trouble of a 

simple automobile. When it comes to Justice‘s car, he has to say to Gulab: 

―Arrey, give it a good hard whirl, Gulgul! What‘s the use of all that body building if you can‘t 

even fix a little starting trouble? Fool! Learn how to heat up a cold engine- it‘s good practice for 

married life!‖ (Chauhan 8).  

Gulgul is very insolent as to consider the pigeons of Narayan Thakur‘s garden as ―exactly right 

weight‖ (Chauhan 59) to perform his gym practice of lifting weight. And all that he could utter 

when Mrs Mamta asked about his irrelevant doing is that ―I lifted the pigeons like I was lifting the 

pressure I am under. That is how body building helps you in everyday life you know‖ (Chauhan 

59). He is stupid enough to consider for weights he pulls up at gym for the tiny little pigeons. In 

another instance, Gulgul‘s insolence is extensively proven, when he comes to the Judge‘s house 

to inform them of the sad news about the demise of Judge‘s friend, Debjani‘skot piece partner 

BalkishenBau. The way he break in the death news is hilarious- 

―‗Taiji, suna? BalkishenBau is no more,‘he announces importantly. ‗Chalbasey. Just now. Batao‘. 

Mrs Mamta Thakur, always so placid, gives an involuntary gasp. ‗What!‘ 

Gulgul nods with mournful relish. ‗He was sixty- but if you take no exercise and abuse your liver, 

you can‘t hope to be a long liver. That‘s why I do bodybuilding.‘ 

Eshwari sits up groggily and looks at Gulab like she can‘t believe he‘s for real.  

‗Is this any way to break such news, Gulgulbhaisaab?‘ she demands. ‗Seriously, don‘t you have 

any sense?‘‖ (Chauhan 72) 
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While delivering the news of a person‘s death, all Gulgul could do is to provide fitness tips, 

without realising the emotional breakdown the Judge‘s family is to go through just after hearing 

the news, for BalkishenBau has been not just a family friend and a kot piece partner, but also a 

regular visitor to the house till a week before his demise. But men like Gulgul has no sense of the 

seriousness and tragedy of the moment. 

Dev Pawar, who has fallen for Debjani at the first sight is another epitome of 

dysfunctional men. With an overexposed picture Binni comes home to tell about Dev to her sister 

and family. He ―earn in dollars‖ and ―spends in rupees‖ (Chauhan 159). He is an engineer in the 

merchant navy. Over the last two years, he has rejected every single girl for silly reasons. He has 

turned down Mrs Mamta‘s friend Gayatri‘s daughter Anju feeling that her gums are too big, 

Meera is rejected because she is a doctor, and without even meeting her he thought that she will 

have no time for him. In the date that Pawar has had with Debjani he does nothing but reluctantly 

adds complimentary information to his CV, that he gets Rs.25, 000 as monthly salary and has a 2 

BHK flat in Coffee Parade etc.   

The incidents that followed BalkishenBau‘s death bring to light the highly despicable 

aspect in men, i.e. men as emotionless or heartless and cruel. The Judge and Brigadier have not 

mind to play the kot piece in the very evening when one of its playerBalkishen has died. They 

could not refrain from one evening‘s play. It has but touched Debjani‘s heart. They have offered 

Bau‘s place to young Dylan and Debjani could feel that how easy is it for them to replace 

―BalkishenBau with the Brigadier‘s son‖ (Chauhan 80).  

Debjani, the newly popular newsreader all over the country finds the very pristine and 

experienced news reader Amitabh Bose to be cheesy because he is the one who always asks for 

accuracy in pronunciation, could not even pronounce her name correctly. Instead of Debjani he 

calls it ‗Babejani‘ (Chauhan 12). As is said: 

―She stares up at him, still a little stunned. The ‗Babejani‘ comment is strictly cheesy but this is 

Amitabh Bose- dare she take offence?‖ (Chauhan 13) 

Even though he is ‗the‘ Amitabh Bose, Debjani cares not for his unduly remarks. 

 Within the plot that surmounts Debjani, Dylan Singh Sekhawat‘s name findsconstant 

implications. He is a journalist from India Post, who when asked by the chief editor Hiralal to 

write the editor‘s column for a day, used the reputed column of the newspaper to express his 

grudges over the other news organizations, may be the rival, DeshDarpan, which is as 

fastidiously growing as India Post, by using the newly appointed Debjani as the prey. He writes 

as thus- 
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―Over the past few months, there has been a lot of buzz around DeshDarpan‘s so called 

‗Operation Credibility‘. We have been informed that, under the rule of our shiny new ‗Mr Clean‘ 

Prime Minister, DD will become more empowered, more autonomous and a lot less incompetent‖ 

The changes that Dylan observes in DD are thus critically spotted as ―There is a new revolving 

globe logo that‘s rather spiffy. And there is a toothsome piece of fresh maal reading the news 

alongside the irritatingly plummy voiced Amitabh Bore. Slightly frozen and clearly overwhelmed 

at the importance of the job she has been entrusted with, but overall quite sweet really. I almost 

expect her to thank her mummy daddy and the I& B minister for giving her this golden 

opportunity. She read with a perfect Brit accent and didn‘t blink even once as far as I could tell, 

but that‘s forgivable. What‘s unforgivable is the news she read out. It was the same old I & B 

ministry approved, establishment appeasing pap‖ (Chauhan 22-23). 

From this extracted passage it can be regarded that Dylan behaves as if he is omniscient about the 

work of DD. According to him, they are pretty sold at the hand of government and thus broadcast 

news that are favourable to the government and no issues against the government are allotted 

ever. And in the name of change, this channel has changed its official logo and has brought a new 

newsreader, who is very conscious to her job and maintains her smiling decorum reading all kinds 

of news alike. But to ensure his points on DD becoming a corrupted news channel, he uses 

Debjani as the pinpoint. He uses her physicality to thwart the organization she works for and 

addresses the readers by bringing to their focus that, 

―Do you really think our need for genuine news reportage can be assuaged by a makeover as 

amateurishly fake as the mole on young Dolly Thakur‘s chin?‖ (Chauhan 23) 

Before publishing his article when the editor asks him to make it little long to cover fully the 

space allotted, he hammers out a short burst of words attacking Debjani once again- 

―One last piece of advice to Miss Dolly-Dotted-Chin. Flutter those lashes. You‘ll look a little less 

plastic. At the moment, the combination of your scraped-black hair and that unwinking, basilisk 

gaze is frankly scary. Or maybe that‘s just because my grandmother told me never to trust a 

person who never blink‖ (Chauhan 26).  

To justify his views, it is bad of Dylan to comment on Debjani‘s mole, blinking and unblinking of 

her eyes, calling her maal, and even calling Amitabh Bose, the reputed newsreader disrespectfully 

as a ‗bore‘. His scathing remark on other journalists‘ physical attributes shows his non-

commitment to the ethics of his profession and disrespect towards other‘s physicality.  

 Apart from showing men as unprofessional, this novel also show men as incompetent 

fools. Dylan is the eldest son of Brigadier SaahasSekhawat, who has been taught by his mother 

Juliyet Bai to respect girls, who are pure and delicate creatures who needs to be cherished and 
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protected. But the master player, the accomplished flirt, could ascertain the only kind of 

‗protection‘ to be found in the chemist‘s shop. When asked about the ever competitive lady 

colleagues of his office and if he can approach one of them and marry her, the incompetent Dylan 

says,  

―‗No, Mamma‘, No nice girls in the India Post office. Only bad-bad girls. In tight tight clothes 

with loose-loose morals who will corrupt me…‖ (Chauhan 77).  

What Dylan can do is just pass vulgar comments on women, pointing to their dress and through it 

judging their inherent morals without realising his own insipidity at such dissipation. Not only 

Dylan, his brother Jason follows the same track shown by the elder one. Juliyet Bai shrieks out 

once when asked about Jason saying that ―he is so shameless‖ (Chauhan 74). He does not even 

care for his somewhat conventional parents, and brings one girl after another to the house, gets 

locked up in his room for hours and knows not what he does. The mother herself has to declare-  

―He brought her home, introduced her, your dadda and I said hello- what else to do? Then he took 

her to his bedroom, as cool as you please, and they were locked in there for hours. Just imagine, 

with your dadda and me at home! Such shamelessness‖ (Chauhan 74).  

Another male character in the text is Ashok Narayan who has recently sold bungalow 

‗Number 13‘ (Chauhan 65), his only property, to pay his debts.  

―Ashok Narayan has run through his inheritance at a rate that would have warmed the  

cockles of his dissolute father‘s heart and the house has had to be sold in order to pay  

off the debts. All Ashok will retain is one ground-floor flat in the block of residential  

flats that is to come up in its stead‖ (Chauhan 65).  

But Ashok Narayan has no sense and is not repentant for selling up his property and losing his 

income, because he now is a fanatic flirt, running after the very cook of his house called the ―Hot 

Dulari‖ (Chauhan 69) and cares not for the shame he is bringing onto his matured son Gulgul and 

the trauma that his wife is going through after coming to know about the husband‘s illegitimate 

relationship.  

Unable to assert his prominence among the very progressive ladies of his house, the Judge 

expresses his utter masculine despair by defending his male pet dog and pondering the rhetoric of 

own self through it, ―No messing with that dog‘s ball!‘ the Judge roars suddenly making 

everybody jump. ‗What is a male without his manhood, huh? He‘ll turn into a wimp and be killed 

in a dog fight before the week is out!.... You women just like to emasculate all your men, and 

that‘s the truth‖ (Chauhan 110). It is when Anjini offered a suggestion to take the deformed dog 

to a clinic and start a hair growing treatment. He has to finally snort to make his point hearable 

and acceptable.  
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Likewise, Vicky Ji, Binny‘s husband has forced her to file a case against her own father 

demanding the sixth ‗hissa‘, the part of the parental property she shall get just to start a new 

business of his, as his earlier one has failed. He shamelessly depends on his father-in-law‘s 

income without doing anything of his own for the new business. If he is such economically fatal 

at that moment he can just ask for help, but like a greedy hypocrite he manages to force his wife 

for the task and when it is not accomplished he asks her to file a case against her own father. 

No men in the text seems unflawed. Anant leaves his wife unattended and uninformed and 

travel to U.S when Anjini is suffering from pangs of pregnancy. She is the one who takescare of 

his son Samar from his previous wife, but in return, when she faces some unsolvable troubles 

related to pregnancy, he starts to avoid her and even does not protest when she ask him to divorce 

her as she has been unable to bear child and marry someone else. He even does not realise that the 

problem may be in him as well although he has fathered once, because the doctor could not find 

any problem with Anjini either. But, as he is the ‗men‘ of the house he believes it as impossible 

for him to have any bodily deficiency and behaves not in a practical way. To posit his patriarchal 

stand he dares not to expose himself if he holds any deficiency. 

Men are not only patriarchal but they are hypocrites too. The very Dylan Singh Sekhawat 

who has just made fun of Debjani in a national newspaper, later on coaches her on how to read 

news with blinking eyes, by offering to put out his Mac as the very device from which she reads 

out news in the studio and arrange a few days‘ practice session. He is attracted so much to her 

during those days that he even tries to kiss her, without a prior consent. She freezes at the 

moment. The kiss grabber Dylan tries to get close with her both physically and emotionally. But 

when Debjani‘s parents notices Dylan‘s increasing visits to the house and his sensitiveness 

towards her, they hint the same to the Brigadier for a supposed relationship. So, Brigadier slightly 

asks him if he feels for Debjani and to everyone‘s shock Dylan rejects the very idea of Debjani at 

the moment asserting that he can never have such silly indulgences like love-making and all. 

When she actually has no clue of the whole situation, Dylan invariably blames her,  

―So, the ball-squeezer has told her parents that he kissed her. Well she‘s a newsreader- he ought 

to be grateful she didn‘t announce it on DD‘s national network last night, just as cheerfully as she 

announced the ‗findings‘ of Special Investigative Commission. And now they‘ve all made the 

faster-than-lightning leap from kissing to love to marriage. Typical‖ (Chauhan 147).  

Without knowing the reality Dylan thinks of Debjani as a lovesick person, considering her as 

irrational which he justifies by declaring that her reading of the news of a certain investigation in 

asmiling face a mere folly and irrational which according to him she should not have done, and 

this proves that she is idiot enough to tell her parents about him kissing her and the need to get her 
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married to him. The justification that he provides to himself after rejecting to cherish Debjani 

with the reason of her being nonsense to read serious news with a smiling face is rather a 

nonsensical juxtaposition. But, later on when he gets to know that Debjani is to see other suitors, 

Dylan starts to think more often of her. He once meets Debjani with her suitor Dev Pawar on 

Berco‘s Chinese restaurant and this is the epic moment in their relationship because after this he 

has asked his parents to ask for her hand in marriage. Debjani ponders why has Dylan done this 

sudden about turn.Just because he has seen her at Berco‘s and realized he can not live without 

her. Dylan who shows himself as all-knowing actually knows not about his own state of mind. 

But when Dylan proposes, Debjani accepts, for she has been clear about him. 

Men lie at a drop of a hat and when it suits them. Till the day when both the families have 

decided to meet to discuss on Dylan and Debjani‘s possible engagement, Debjani is kept ignorant 

of the fact that it is Dylan who wrote the blistering article ‗The Roving Eye‘ on a national 

newspaper criticising DD through critiquing her. The article has mentally impacted Debjania lot 

and also defamed her to some extent. So, she is unable to accept the truth that it is actually Dylan 

who has written that. She has felt misled. She does not hesitate to call off the possible 

engagement and cut off all her connections with him. She is not ready to continue a relationship 

where there is no truthfulness. Debjani is made to appear bold enough to call of her engagement 

for she is not comfortable enough to share her life with a liar.   

After the impending engagement gets off, Dylan focuses all his attention on dismantling 

the M.P HardikMotla, another debilitated male character, who has tried all his might to add fuel 

to the thenalready burning fire over Prime Minister Indira Gandhi‘s assassination by her own Sikh 

bodyguard. He has inspired for communal riots, leading to rape and murder of many Sikh people. 

He aroused the anger of the common people by telling them to shower their anger on the Sikhs by 

saying them―Get people to vent their anger. It‘s much better that way. Keeping anger, rage, 

violence pent up inside is unhealthy. It can give you cancers‖ (Chauhan 139). He has also said, 

―The anger of German people was not allowed to be vented after the First World War. They had 

to keep it all inside so their resentment just kept building and building, and then what happened? 

Hitler happened! Second World War happened!‖ (Chauhan 140) 

According to Motla, people should curb away all the Sikhs at that very moment for a single 

Sikh‘s fault on killing the PM. The rest of the Sikhs have no role to play in the assassination but 

despite being the M.P, the people‘s representative, Motla can gather no sense of the terror he has 

been causing out of such public comments. Dylan‘s write ups against Motla have caused him 

trouble now as the election is nearing. So he challenges Dylan on a national television channel to 

prove what he writes with proper evidences. Dylan has been now spending day and night on 



193 
 

procuring true witness who was actually present on that bitter night after P.M‘s assassination with 

Motla when he recommended for communal riots to take place. He has collected interviews of 

three real persons as demanded and published it lately to Motla‘s discredit. Suddenly, after the 

news publication he has been called by his last witness Kamalpreet, for she said that sheneeded 

help, and he goes to New Delhi Railway Station, from where she is to travel to a destination. But, 

she is already lured by Motla‘s men, and when Dylan insists on carrying her bagsand finds her 

seat and offer back her pink Rexine bag, she shockingly utters these words- ―Thank you so 

much… You are too generous- this money will change my life‖ (Chauhan 299) and shouts out 

loudly for everyone to hear- ―I will keep our agreement‖ (Chauhan 299), and at this, some khaki 

clad policemen turns out from nowhere and arrest Dylan for charges of bribery, 

witnesstampering, falsification of evidence, rumour mongering and slander, and under very own 

Motla‘s premise Dylan is not ordered bail at its immediacy. This novel showsthetrue nature of 

self-seeking public figures like Mr Motla. No women is shown in such a poor light in this novel.  

At this crucial period of Dylan‘s life, as he is in jail, his friend Mitali, who is not even an 

employee of the India Post proving the ethics of which Dylan has gone to the extent of 

challenging Motla, Mitali is doing all her best to gather proofs against the M.P to get him bail. 

But, his very colleagues Varun and Hiranandini avoids the whole issue, and Hiranandini even 

plans to tie up with Motla and thus asks Dylan to accept the false accusations of bribery put 

against him and by proving Motla true through such an act he can request for the bail. They dare 

not to stand with the ethics of the fourth pillar of democracy to maintain which they have been 

solely working. Varun although sits with Mitali while she is going through the CCTV footages of 

the hostel where Kamalpreet have been residing, to check if Motla‘s persons have come to her 

who actually have come and planned and trapped him and thus to trace a link and prove the 

allegations against Dylan wrong, what Varun could do is to get ―mesmerized by the way her nose 

ring hovers so tantalizing above her red lips‖ (Chauhan 310). Mitali finally finds that one of 

Motla‘s men has been indeed visiting Kamalpreet from last few days, may be persuading her to 

side-line Dylan, and she thus asks Varun, ―Listen, why don‘t we team up and crack thing right 

open? You guys cover it for the print media and I‘ll cover it for Viewstrack. What do you say?‖ 

(Chauhan 310) Varun could do nothing for his colleague but just rely on what Mitali can find out.  

 But, the editor-in-chief Hiranandini does not give the permission to publish anything 

against the M.P and evenMitali‘s version of the case gets censored in Viewstrack. Dylan is just 

left out to suffer all alone, and he does nothing in jail but watches Debjani in DD and imagines 

her for the rest of the night. But, all on a sudden, the once criticized Debjani, taking the advantage 

of the moment, although unconsciously, yet, what she has done is that when there have been 
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protest against ―anti-defamation bill‖ (Chauhan 352) throughout the countryand President Mikhail 

Gorbachev is to visit India in just two days, she read out in the evening news of DD all that Mitali 

has foundagainst Motla, the illegal arrest and the atrocious and injudicious punishment meted to 

journalist Dylan Singh Sekhawat. This sudden news of harassment to a journalist has given 

momentum to the then ongoing anti-defamation bill‘s protests and to avoid political unrest in the 

country when the famous president is visiting Dylan is released of jail and made free of all legal 

charges by the administration. People of the country has viewed the incident as the trick of DD to 

be met through Debjani as they say  ―Pretty, fiery eyed newscaster Debjani Thakur was the 

perfect choice to read out the statement that was clearly the new DeshDarpan‘s coming-out party‖ 

(Chauhan 352). But it is not just being pretty or fiery; Debjani has indeed put her job at risk and 

read out what have not been there in display. She has almost lost her job until the incident makes 

her very popular amongst the spectators and DD has to recruit her back with due respect.Debjani 

claims before Dylan that- ―Saving you equals saving the country‖ (Chauhan 373). What all the 

high ranking officers and the chief editor Hiranandinicould not do, it is done by the unblinking 

news reader Debjani. 

The incidents discussed so far proves that it is not just Dylan or Motla, but all the male 

characters of the select text turns out dysfunctional, even the school goers are no less. Men are 

insecure and shallow figures when compared to the women in the novel.Eshwari‘s friend Satish is 

insecure before the Thakur girls, because, whileDebjani is gaining immense popularity all over 

the country, Eshwari is doing good in games and that the later pays no heed to him and has 

rejected his very first proposal and so utters-  

―‗So now you sisters will become even more snooty‘ he says as he starts to walk  

Beside her…. ‗All of you pricey Thakur sisters look down upon us diceymohallah 

Guys. Admit it!‘‖ (Chauhan 42)  

Satish tries to instigate Eshwariby making her aware that she is in a competition with her sister 

and that she has no possibility to win the bet.  

 ―So how‘re you gonna top Dabbu‘s act, huh, Bihari? With basketball? India doesn‘t  

even have a proper basketball team. You‘ll have to run away to Bombay and join the  

movies‖ (Chauhan 43),  

Another school goer of Ethan‘s age, Gurvinder Singh, has been stupid enough to be happy about 

the Sikh massacre until and unless his mother made him cut off all his hair as a punishment for 

such irresponsible attitude towards a national cause. The text thus presents shallow male 

characters- passive in their deeds in comparison to their empowering female counterparts.  
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To sum up most readers would claim that in Indian English Chick Litfemale characters are 

represented asa ‗very‘ abled beings, either be it a newsreader, a rational decision maker or a 

perfect manager of the house itself, whilethe male characters turn out to be either hypocrite, 

pervert, clown, stupid, fraud, irrelevant, trickster or as someone very much unconventional. But, 

if read with an attentive eye it is seen that the men takes a dysfunctional pattern in Chick Lit, 

when they are presented especially in comparison to the female counterparts. Gulgul is drawn 

only as to his unlikeliness to Debjani, or Dylan‘s passion for his job and the urge to not bother 

about the corrupt leaders but to the viewers alone is very different from Debjani‘s procedural 

news reading. But if checked as a lone character, they appear correct in their own standpoints. 

And writers of this genre seems to use the style of comparison to perform their function of 

painting passive men. 

 Although the patriarchy represented by male characters is almost thwarted in the select 

text yet the utopian atmosphere under which the female heroinesact liberally is only reflected at a 

surface level. Even if the male characters are criticised with a feminist articulation of empowering 

women, yet, it seems that the women sticks to the ‗traditions‘, uplifting the age old patriarchal 

manners to the core, although in a bit modified version. In Those Pricey Thakur GirlsDebjani 

evidently longs for Dylan to admit his love for her, and at first when he has hesitated, she, by 

listening to the elders of the house, starts seeing other eligible boys to get married within the 

restricted age expected for girls to get married in traditional families. Anjini, who is emotionally 

harassed by her husband for her pregnancy related problems dares not to get separated because 

she is dependent on his finances.  

Thus, it can be concluded that although the ‗feminist‘ writer Chauhan tries her best to deconstruct 

the hegemonic literary representation of masculinity and the patriarchal behaviour of men, yet, 

the female protagonists, somehow, by the end of the novels seem to adjoin to the same norms 

they at first have thwarted. They finally adhere to the belief of getting married to the all eligible 

bachelor at the proper time, and most importantly they all irresistibly craze for a male partner, and 

make promises to accompany him, fulfilling the very patriarchal norms. 
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Crisis of Aquatic Biodiversity- A Study in Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary, Assam 

 

Debahuti Bora 

 

Abstract 

Aquatic biodiversity can be defined as the variety of life and the ecosystems that make up the 

freshwater, tidal, and marine regions of the world and their interactions. Aquatic biodiversity 

encompasses freshwater ecosystems, including lakes, ponds, reservoirs, rivers, streams, 

groundwater, and wetlands. Factors including overexploitation of species, the introduction of exotic 

species, pollution from urban, industrial, and agricultural areas, as well as habitat loss and alteration 

through damming and water diversion all contribute to the declining levels of aquatic biodiversity. 

As a result, valuable aquatic resources are becoming increasingly susceptible to both natural and 

artificial environmental changes. Therefore, conservation strategies to protect and conserve aquatic 

life are necessary to maintain the balance of nature and support the availability of resources for 

future generations. Assam is a part of global biodiversity hotspots, rich with innumerable biotic 

diversity. Pani Dihing (27
0
 4.5

/
 N to 27

0
 10

/
 N latitudes and 94

0
 25

/
 E to 94

0
 35

/
 E longitudes) - a 

unique and important bird area is a Protected Area situated in the southern bank of Brahmaputra 

River in the district of Sivsagar, Assam. There are almost 180 species of birds in the sanctuary 

including both resident and migratory birds. Pani Dihing is also rich in various vegetation and wild 

animals. But now a days, smuggler‘s activities, killing of birds by local habitants, expansion of 

Kalmous (Ipomea aquatic), ignorance of the government, poor infrastructure etc have become 

major threats to the biodiversity of Pani Dihing bird sanctuary. Our present study attempts to 

explore these threats and suggest remedies in this regards. 

 

          Keywords: Biodiversity, Species, Threats, Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary.
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Introduction 

The umbrella term Biodiversity implies the composition of ecosystem including the variety of 

different species of animals, plants, micro organism, etc. within the interconnected environment. 

Aquatic biodiversity is that branch of ecosystem encompassing the freshwater ecosystem like lakes, 

ponds, rivers, streams, groundwater, wetland, etc. composing the aquatic habitants. Aquatic 

biodiversity has massive economic and aesthetic significance maintaining and balancing the overall 

system of ecological interlinks. In context to biodiversity management, the phase of development in 

the form of technological and industrial diffusion, the need for conservation of biodiversity has 

become vital for the balanced ecosystem on Earth. India is recognized as one of the 17 Mega 

biodiversity countries in the world and accounts for 7-8 Percent of the recorded species. As an 

integral part to global biodiversity India comes under the Indo- Burma Biodiversity Hotspot. 

However, the Indian biodiversity has been categorized into Eastern Himalayan and Western 

Himalayan. The state of Assam is a major unit of Eastern Himalayan Biodiversity Region rich in a 

diversity of ecological habitats. The state has a large number of aquatic species inhabiting in the 

waterlands including rivers, beels, lakes, ponds, reservoirs, streams, groundwater, and wetlands, 

etc. Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary is one of the notable aquatic biodiversity situated in the Southern 

part of Brahmaputra River in the district of Sivasagr, Assam. The Geographical specification of 

Pani Dihing Bird sanctuary is 27
0
4.5

/
 N to the biodiversity of the region 27

0
10

/
 N latitudes and 94

0
 

25
/
 E to 94

0
35

/
 E longitudes. This bird sanctuary has almost 180 species of birds including both 

migratory and resident birds (Bora, Bharat. 2019). The sanctuary has been also a home place for 

many aquatic plants and animals enriching the biodiversity of the region. In the year 1972, 

Government of Assam declared the region as Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary and in the year 1999, 10
th

 

August Indian Government recognized as a National Bird Sanctuary. The present status of Pani 

Dihing Bird Sanctuary has been going under a number of threats that the treasury of aquatic 

biodiversity in the region has been declining. Both natural and societal factors are becoming major 

problems that the number of species in the region is gradually decreasing (Dutta, Saumerdeep. 

2012). The Pani Dihing National Bird Sanctuary requires effective actions to deal with the crisis 

situation. 

 

Objectives 

The main objectives of this paper are- 

i.To highlight the present scenario of Aquatic Biodiversity in Assam 

ii.To study the present status of Aquatic Biodiversity in Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary 

iii. To understand the threats to aquatic biodiversity in the Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary 
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Background 

Management of biodiversity is significant for a balanced Ecosystem. The inter-link among different 

species in a particular biodiversity requires a healthy environment to maintain a sustainable 

ecosystem. The Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary is one of the remarkable protected aquatic biodiversity 

areas which provide a rich natural habitat to a number of species enhancing the ecology of Assam. 

But in the present scenario, the bird sanctuary is facing the ecological imbalance which needs a 

proper study to recover from this natural crisis situation. 

Methodology 

The source of data for this paper is both primary and secondary data. To collect Primary data, we 

visited the Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary. Secondary data are collected from sources like books, 

research papers, newspaper etc. 

Discussion 

This section first discusses a scenario of aquatic biodiversity in Assam. The second part of this 

section discusses an overview of Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary. The third part of this section deals 

with the crisis of Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary. 

 

Aquatic Biodiversity in Assam 

Assam is a state of India which is generally known as the doorway of North East Region. It is a 

constituent unit of the Eastern Himalayan Biodiversity Region; one of the two biodiversity ―Hot 

Spots‖ in the country. The climatic conditions cause prevalence highly humid weather and 

coupled with heterogenic physiographic witnessed in Assam have resulted in a diversity of 

ecological habitats such as forests, grasslands ,wetlands, etc. upholding a wide range of floral and 

faunal species in this state (Gogoi, Manuj& H K Rahman.2012). Assam has more fresh water 

wetlands than any other state in the North Eastern Region which is rich in biodiversity. The two 

major drainage systems of Assam-the Brahmaputra and the Barak and in the flood plains of these 

river systems there exists patches of swamps as well as perennial water bodies of varying shape, 

size and depth called locally as beels, haors, jalah, doloni, hola, pitoni etc. which are the sources of 

water and habitat for a diverse range of plants and animals. The wetlands seen in Assam are 

generally two types- permanent wetlands and temporal wetlands. At present Assam has about 1, 

01,231.60 ha broadly categorized wetlands. Morigoan district with 11,658 ha has largest 

concentration followed by neighboring Nagoan district with 11,259 ha. Of the total area covered by 

wetlands, swamps and marshes constitutes almost 43 per cent. There are an estimated 3513 beels 

and hoars, 1,85,623 ponds, 10 reservoirs and 115 tanks in Assam (Source: The Assam Tribune, 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012). A few famous wetlands of Assam are namely Dhirbeel, Deeporbeel, 
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Dibru- Saikhowa Bird Sanctuary, Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary, Bordoi- Beelmukh Bird Sanctuary 

etc. which are very rich in biodiversity. 

 The aquatic plants species of Assam belongs to diverse habits and have distinctive characteristics. 

More than 100 such aquatic species have been identified in Assam (Gogoi, Gulap.2011). A few 

important aquatic plants found in the wetlands of Assam are namely kalmous ( Ipomea Aquatica), 

pani meteka ( Eichornia Crassipes), puni ( Hydrocotyle Asiatica) etc. Animals like gangetic 

dolphin, snakes, turtle, verity of fishes etc are found in the wetlands of the state. These wetlands are 

also important habitat of many migratory and resident birds. Some commonly seen aquatic birds of 

Assam are namely pani kauri ( Phalacroeorax Niger), kona musuri (Ardeola Gragii), hargila ( 

Leptoptilos Dubius), hamukbhonga (Anastomus Oscitans), bortukula (Xenorhynchus Asiatieus), 

pelican (Pelecanus Philippensis),harali hah (Nettapus Cormandelianus), masoruka (Ceryle Rudis), 

gangacilani (Rhynchops Albicollis), deuhah (Anser) etc. 

  But nowadays due to some factors like smuggler‘s activities, killing of birds and animals, 

illegal fishing, deforestation, etc. Assam‘s innumerous aquatic biodiversity are going under threats. 

Therefore it is an urgent need to take appropriate steps by the governments as well as people to 

conserve and protect these resources of Assam. 

A few pictures of wetlands in Assam- 

Fig 1: Deepor Beel (Kamrup District) 

                                                    

Fig 2: Son Beel (Karimganj District) 
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Overview of Pani Dihing bird sanctuary 

Geographical location 

The Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary is the only sanctuary in Sivasagar District covering an area of 

33.93 Square Kilometre The sanctuary is surrounded by Rajmai Tea Garden and 37 National 

Highway in the Eastern part, Sitalia, Milanpur and the river Brahmaputra in the Western part, 

Dihingmukh, Dhaibari Dalapa and Balikur in the Northern part and the river Disang, Dimowmukh 

and Sarguwa in the Southeren part. The sanctuary is located near about 15 k.m. from Sivasagar 

town. 

Climate 

The sanctuary has moist tropical climate. The average hottest and coldest temperature that prevails 

in this sanctuary is 35°C to 8°C respectively. The sanctuary receives an annual rainfall of approx 

3200 mm and has a relative humidity of 65 percent to 85 percent. 

Flora and Fauna 

The Pani Dihing Bird sanctuary is rich in a variety of aquatic flora creating a healthy biodiversity 

in the region. The vegetation of Pani Dihing comprises of riverine grasslands and aquatic 

vegetation. The sanctuary is beautiful with the terrain suitable for birds The Sanctuary consists of 

large area of wetlands resulting in plethora of aquatic plants like Kalmou(Ipomea Aquatica), Pani 

Mateka(Eichornia Crassipes), Puni(Hydrocotyle Asiatica), Pani Hingori(Trapabispinosa), etc. 

(Gogoi, Bornali. 2001). However big trees are rarely seen in the core part of the sanctuary. The 

Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary is home to about 180 species of both migratory and resident birds. 

Among them about 80 species are local birds and 100 species are migratory birds. Migratory birds 

like Deurajhanh(Anser Anser), Nejal hanh(Anas Acuta), Sakoisaku(Tardorna Ferruginea), 

Pelican(Pelecanus Philippensis), etc. come to this sanctuary every year mostly in the month of 

October to March. Panikauri(Phalacroeorax Niger), Kanamusuri(Ardeola Gragii), Hargila 

(Leptoptilos Dubius), Bartukula (Xenorhynchus Asiatieus), Hamuk Bhanga(Anastomus Oscitans), 

Masuruka (Alecedo Atthis), Banariakukura (Gallus Gallus) , Xorali Hanh(Nettapus 

Cormandelianus), Shiloni (Milvus Migrans), Dauk (Amaurornis Phoenicurus),Xetuluka (Mcglaima 

Lineata), gangasilani (Rhynchops Albicollis), Xaitha(Treron Phoen), Xakhiati (Orilus 

Xantharnus), Kurua (Haliaeetusm Leucoryphus), Bhatou(Psitta Cula Krameri) , Kapou 

(Streptopelia Chinensis), etc, are commonly available local birds seen in the Pani dihing Bird 

Sanctuary. A variety of fishes have been recorded in the wetlands and its adjoining channels in the 

sanctuary. Local fishes like Puthi, Khlihana, Muwa, Misamas, Goroi, Kawoi, Sengeli, Borali, 

Xingi, Magur, Bariola, Xingora, Rou, Kusiar, Xol, Kharia, Pava, Selkona, Mirika, Sital, Veseli, ra, 

etc are found in the wetlands of Pani Dihing. Moreover variety turtle, snakes, Pani Bhekuli, Beng, 
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etc. are enhancing the ecosystem available in the sanctuary. Other wild animals found there are 

Jahamaal(Viverra Zibetha), Neul(Herpestes Edwardsii), Xial(Canis Aureus), Lata Mekuri Baagh 

(Felis Bengalensis), Udh(Lutrogale Perspicillata), Hepa(Felis Chaus), Banaria Moh(Bubalus 

Arnee), Haati(Elephus Maximus), etc. 

Infrastructure Facilities 

Infrastructure facilities in Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary are very poor. The pathetic condition of the 

only bridge connecting to the bird sanctuary (Fig: 3) reflects the ignorance of the government. 

There is no well structured road to enter the core of the sanctuary; the only way available is 

through boat. Though the Assam Government built a few forest camps with 16 nos. of forest 

guards but due to absence of proper facilities these camps are almost dead nowadays. The numbers 

of bird watching towers in the sanctuary is very less and existing towers are in very pathetic 

conditions. The only government office located there has become ineffective and according to the 

local people the office remains closed almost all over the year. 

 

Fig 3: A view of the only bridge connecting to Pani Dihing 

Fig 4: Road to reach the only forest office in Pani Dihing 
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Crisis in Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary 

The treasury of biodiversity in Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary has been facing innumerable threats 

due to both natural and societal factors. Once we notice the wide view of the sanctuary it will 

reflect an image of ignorance and irresponsibility of the government and general mass as well. The 

aquatic species in the sanctuary are declining and even some of the species are extinct nowadays. 

In the era of 21
st
 century, when the human society is claiming to be civilized and technologically 

developed, it really seems sad where a number of species in a nationally recognized sanctuary are 

dying due to some ignorance of society. The factors which are responsible for this crisis situation 

of the sanctuary can be discussed as follows- 

 One of the major threats to Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary is the spread of Kalmous( Ipomea 

Aquatica) and Pani Meteka (Eichornia Crassipes) across entire wetlands. Consequently, 

the emerging food crisis and declining space for augmenting birds‘ population rate have 

been becoming major factor of biodiversity crisis in the region. 

 

Fig 7: Wide view of Kalmous and Pani Meteka spread in Pani Dihing 

 In the midst of the sanctuary, as there are no such big trees for shelter of birds, it seems that 

no. of migratory birds coming to this sanctuary are declining day by day. 
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 Another important factor is that the local people are taking advantage of the irresponsible 

government policies. For fishing purpose in the beels during winter season, they use to dig 

cannels connecting to the nearby rivers in order to drain out water from the beels. As a 

result decreasing water level in the beels, wetlands, etc. are creating an adverse 

environmental state resulting in diminution of aquatic species in the Pani Dihing. 

 The increasing rate of smuggler activities in the sanctuary, illegal killing of birds and 

fishes (Fig 8) have become a burning issue for crisis of aquatic biodiversity in Pani Dihing. 

Even the government is not taking appropriate policies to protect the sanctuary from illegal 

activities. 

 

Fig 8: Drying of fishes by the local people 

 Local people inhabiting in the nearby villages have started illegally capturing the lands of 

the Pani Dihing for cultivation and settlement. As result, the space for birds, wild animals,  

etc. have been declining in the sanctuary. 

 Lack of proper infrastructure for conservation and management of aquatic biodiversity 

research center in the Pani Dihing, the problems and issues are lacking proper attention of 

mainstream society and media. 

 Deforestation in the nearby areas by the local people is another major factor of decline in 

water birds in the sanctuary as birds like Pelican (Pelecanus Philippensis), Bortukula 

(Xenorhynchus Asiatieus), Xargila(Leptoptilos Dubius) etc. require big trees for their 

nesting. 
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 Lack of awareness regarding the importance for conservation of the 

biodiversity, this National bird sanctuary is facing threats at a severe stage. 

Government has been consistently ignoring development and promotion of this 

bird sanctuary. For example, the present existing sign boards directing towards 

the Pani Dihing Bird sanctuary are in a very pathetic stage which just reflect 

ignorance of the government on ecotourism potentiality of the Pani Dihing Bird 

Sanctuary. 

 

Policy Implications 

  The Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary immediately requires a noteworthy action of 

the government sector to deal with the problem of unnecessary growth of 

Kalmous( Ipomea Aquatica) and Pani Meteka (Eichornia Crassipes) in the 

wetlands. 

 Government should take strong responsibilities to provide tight security systems 

(Forest Guards, Wireless system, etc.) in the bird sanctuary in order to protect 

from poaching of birds, fishes and other wild animals in the sanctuary. 

 The bird sanctuary requires an accurate plan for plantation in the area in order to 

provide shelter to both local and migratory birds so that their rate of birth can be 

accelerated. 

  Awareness among people especially among local villagers has been becoming 

very essential for protecting the biodiversity in the sanctuary. 

  A well equipped infrastructure in the bird sanctuary should be adopted 

regarding management of sanctuary. 

  Media has a significant role to create awareness among general people and 

government as well. Coverage of all issues and problems of bird sanctuary 

leading to a crisis situation in Pani Dihing should be well executed. 

 A bird research centre to deal with the problems of bird population, food crisis, 

etc in the sanctuary is required before this National Bird Sanctuary goes extinct. 

 Government should plan for execution of ecotourism spot thereby to enhance 

the beauty of the sanctuary in order to attract tourists. 
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Conclusion 

 Assam, the north-eastern state of India is rich in biodiversity providing home to a 

large number of natural habitats with a high potentiality of ecotourism in the region. But due 

to ignorance of government and society as well, this potentiality is yet to be optimally 

utilized. The Pani Dihing Bird sanctuary is one of the examples of such ignorance of 

governments over decades. The Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary can be better explained as the 

Paradise for aquatic species specially foreign and local water birds. The wetlands spread 

across the wide areas of the sanctuary have been providing shelter to a large number of 

aquatic birds, animals, plants, etc. enhancing natural splendor of the region. But the present 

status of the bird sanctuary urgently requires some effective action on the part of the 

government and general mass as well. Aquatic species in the Bird Sanctuary have been 

destroyed or degraded leading to an imbalance ecosystem over years. It is therefore felt to be 

an imperative need to conserve Pani Dihing Bird Sanctuary along with all the wetlands of 

Assam and protect their unique biodiversity. If properly managed, the wetlands can be a 

source of immense wealth for the state leading also to enrichment of the quality of its 

environments. 
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A Study on the Need and Importance of Life Skill Education for Adolescent 

Girls with Special Reference to the Pandemic Situation 

Deboleena Dutta 

Abstract 

WHO defines life skills as ―abilities for adaptive and positive behaviour that enable individuals to 

deal effectively with the demands and challenges of everyday life‖. The contemporary education 

system till date emphasizes on and is obsessed with production of individuals who confirm. Skills 

defined in terms of ability to assess a problem situation and find solution, ability to communicate 

effectively, having effective interpersonal skills, capacity for convergent and divergent thinking 

are not given due importance. Education is important, but a socially responsible system of 

education to support and live life better is more important particularly in case of adolescent girls 

during emergencies and the crises period like the one created by the Covid -19 pandemic where 

they may be facing increased and heightened risks ranging from psychologically, physically and 

others. Adolescence is a period of transition between childhood and adulthood. The terms 

adolescent and youth refer to individuals between the ages of 10 to 19 and 15 to 24 years 

respectively. Life skills programming for adolescent girls contributes to psychosocial, health, 

economic and learning outcomes, reduced exposure to gender-based violence (GBV), personal 

wellbeing, greater social, political, and economic inclusion, postponed marriage and greater 

agency in family planning. The promotion and acquisition of life skills is an important element in 

preparing highly marginalized adolescent girls for their transition into adulthood. This is 

particularly important in contexts where access to appropriate information, guidance, role models 

and services is limited. The present paper will therefore focus on the importance of life skills 

education and the benefits of imparting life skill education i.e. developing social, emotional and 

thinking skills among the adolescent girls so that they can become creative, productive and 

dynamic citizens who can cope up with future challenges and survive well. 

Keywords: Life Skills, Challenges, Adolescence, Adolescent girls, Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Introduction 

 Life skills are the potentialities in adolescents which uphold their physical, mental and 

emotional welfare and proficiencies and which help them front onto the truth of life. Life Skills 
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mainly includes recognizing and describing one‘s emotions and sentiments, sharing opinions, 

framing and setting practical goals and using various techniques to get solutions to the problems. 

UNICEF defines life skills as, “a behavior change or behavior development approach designed to 

address a balance of three areas: Knowledge, Attitude and Skills”.  Life Skills mainly helps 

people to answer those questions which they face in their day-to-day life. It can either be acquired 

through various teachings or direct experiences. Adolescence is a period of transition between 

childhood and adulthood. Research reveals that this period of transition affects the adolescence 

which has a lasting impact for the rest of their life regarding their own image, sentiments or 

interactions with family, friends or peers. Due to numerous reasons like anti-social acts, drug 

abuse, sexual exploitations, juvenile delinquency, poverty etc adolescents are not able to use their 

competencies to the maximum. It is believed that a socially responsible education system can 

address these issues and here we see the need and importance of life skill education for 

adolescents which will help them to channelize their potentialities in a right way. Now, when we 

speak about Life Skill Education for Adolescents, it involves a sequence of sessions which mainly 

focuses on self-development. In these sessions basically skills like communication skills, assertive 

skills, cultural values, creative thinking to solve life problems, how to handle stress, anger 

management are taught. Their prime focus is on the adolescents; to make them understand the 

changes that they go through in their life especially during their adolescence period. They are 

made aware of things, both positive and negative, which will leave an imprint for the rest of their 

life. They are taught how to react on things which will bring a positive outcome and to make 

informed decision in every step of their life. 

 It is evident from the previous emergencies and crises, that adolescent‘s girl are the one who 

face most of the problems during the time of crises. Adolescent girls are subjected to increased 

violence be it sexual or gender-based and unwanted pregnancies. A study reveals that in 2008-09, 

when there was food, fuel and financial crisis, the adolescent girls and young women were the 

most to be infected by HIV. Further, in Sierra Leone, there were approximately 18,000 additional 

teenage pregnancies during the Ebola crisis. During the time of crises, access to education for girls 

lessens which ultimately increases the drop-out rates in the school after the crises.  Accordingly, 

COVID-19 is also not an exception to this. It is seen that throughout the world, the COVID-19 

pandemic has wrecked the lives of humans as it has a direct effect on our health and as stated from 

the previous crises, during COVID-19 also, the adolescent girls are facing increased and 
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heightened risk in their daily life. COVID-19 has put a lot of stress amongst the people be it 

economic or mental stress, but ultimately girls are being targeted in the society out of that stress 

for which they are subjected to sexual exploitation, child labor and gender-based violence.  

 Therefore, in such a situation, proper life skill education for the adolescent girls becomes very 

important. Life Skill Education for adolescent girls contributes to their emotional, physical and 

mental well-being. It minimizes their exposure to gender-based violence. Being participative in 

nature, Life Skill Education helps the adolescent girls to involve themselves in greater social and 

political activities. Thus, the need and importance of Life Skill Education for adolescent girls in 

the times of global crisis is mainly felt when they have lesser or no access to the appropriate and 

correct information, proper guidance and where role models and services are limited. 

 

Challenges faced by Adolescent Girls 

 Due to globalization and liberalization, it is seen that adolescent girls are meeting with new 

challenges in their life which they never faced before.  It is quite apparent, that adolescent girls 

need to face with problem like gender violence, sexual exploitation, child labor, cyber crimes, 

drug abuse, early marriages, immature pregnancy, rape etc. A study was conducted in 2015 in 

Kerala to figure out the areas in which adolescent girls need to face challenges the most. The study 

revealed that adolescent girls face many challenges particularly which are related to gender role 

perception, conflict of emotions, safety issues,  peer pressures, confusions regarding inter personal 

relationship, accepting bodily changes, menstrual hygiene and reproductive health, curiosity 

regarding sex and sexuality, choice of career, educational aspirations, gender discrimination and 

usage of ICT. 

 

Sl. No Challenges Percentage 

1. Safety issues 76.8 

2. Menstrual Hygiene and Reproductive health 74.4 

3. Gender discrimination 74 

4. Gender role perception 73 

5. Usage of ICT 67.6 

6. Confusions regarding interpersonal relationship 65 

7. Peer pressure 62.8 

8. Choice of career and lack of role models 58 

9. Educational aspirations 53 
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1. Challenges Related to Safety: For majority of adolescent girls, safety issue is the most 

important challenge which is 76.8 percent. Issues like eve-teasing, sexual abuse from relatives, 

teachers, and neighbors receive prime concern.  

2. Challenges Related to Menstrual Hygiene and Reproductive Health: 74.4 percent girls 

responded that they are scared of white discharge and connection between wearing sanitary pads 

and wearing jeans with infertility. They are confused with the right age of marriage and getting 

pregnant.  

3. Challenges Related to Gender Discrimination: Around 74 percent of the girls responded 

that their freedom of opinion is restricted in comparison to boys; where their brother had cell 

phones they did not have the same. They wanted to be treated the same as like boys be it in school, 

or courtyard or home or in the society. 

4. Challenges Related to Gender Role Perception: 75 percent of the respondents have stated 

that household works are the only responsibility of women. They need to complete household 

works before going out to their works. Employed women are less likely to take care for their 

children properly.  

5. Challenges Related to the Use of ICT: Adolescent girls are benefitted by the rapid use of 

technology, mobile phones, computer, laptops, and internet. But at the same time, they are also 

facing a lot of problems by its use as several forms of cyber crimes like pornography, morphing 

and traps are emerging these days in the social networking sites. They fear of being cheated in 

those sites so their parents do not allow them to use ICT much. 

6. Challenges Related to Interpersonal Relationship: 65 percent of girls are confused as to 

maintaining good relations with the opposite sex. They are unsure whether they should encourage 

adolescent‘s love affairs or not. They believe that support from friends is necessary for 

withstanding in emotionally challenging circumstances.  

7. Challenges Related to Peer Pressure: 62.8 percent of the girls have challenges related to 

peer pressure. Delinquency and Depression are some severe problems which are being faced by 

adolescent girls when they are being neglected or rejected by their peers. Adolescent girls must 

learn how to avoid harmful peer pressures. 

8. Challenges related to Choice of Careers and Lack of Role Model: As to the matter of 

choosing the appropriate career, 58 percent of the girls are confused regarding choosing the right 
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one and they lack proper role models. Their interests‘ conflicts with what their parents want them 

to become. 

9. Challenges related to Educational Aspirants: 53 percent of adolescent girls relating to their 

own educational aspirations are totally confused. Dowry and marriage expenses stand as a main 

hurdle for the higher education of girls. They conveyed it is difficult for educated girls to be a 

good bride.  

 

Need and Importance of Life Skill Education amongst Adolescent Girls during Covid-19 

Pandemic 

The home quarantine measure which has been followed globally during COVID-19 requires the 

government to identify different approaches to continue to help girls to develop life skills during 

their time of increased helplessness. The best practice approaches such as girls clubs and safe 

spaces must be implemented to develop adolescent girl‘s life skills during COVID-19 both during 

lockdown period and post-lockdown period till life resumes to normal phase.  There is a need to 

understand the changing realities of adolescent girl‘s lives to support girls during this crisis. There 

is a need to design some alternative means and relevant content that can be delivered effectively 

during this time of crisis. In the context of COVID-19, COVID specific needs should be 

considered by life skill programmes. During this time, it is necessary to speak with the girls and 

understand their needs. For example, during the lockdown period in Zimbabwe, a Supporting 

Adolescent Girls‘ Education (SAGE) project was conducted whereby the SAGE project supported 

upto 21,780 highly marginalized, out-of-school adolescent girls in 11 districts. It kept contact with 

its beneficiary girls through SMS and mobile phones by messaging them on well-being and 

safeguard topics. Similarly in Kenya, a project was conducted for expanding inclusive education 

strategies for girls with disabilities. Under this project, around 2,260 girls with disabilities were 

provided a resource pack to support with information on specific needs which included life skills 

contents on Gender-Based Violence prevention and response and COVID- related health and 

hygiene. It is not possible to underestimate the importance of relationship during crisis. As there is 

a disruption of social networks, girls are more exposed to violence, exploitation and abuse. 

Therefore, there is a need of interventions that supports social networks and relationship-building 

which in turn will help the girls and protect them from early marriages, physical violence and 

early pregnancy. Schools as well as extra-curricular activities are at halt due to this pandemic. In 
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this situation safe spaces can provide an environment by delivering essential life skill contents 

through the development of peer networks.  During COVID-19, there is a need for adolescent girls 

to have access to certain services, resources and information. Life Skill Education will enable the 

girls to navigate where those essential services are being provided and as to latest information 

about COVID-19 including how to protect themselves from the virus as well as their family. Also 

they need information about economic assistance to meet the economic crisis during this period. 

 

Conclusions and Suggestions 

 During this COVID-19 pandemic, girls throughout the world are being confronted with many 

challenges and risks which are increasing day-by-day making their life troublesome. At this stage, 

it is very difficult to find innovative and creative ways for supporting adolescent girl‘s with life 

skills programming as all schools are closed. Life Skill Education needs to be properly 

implemented as because it is the need of the hour for today‘s adolescent girls in the society. Not 

only the adolescent girls but also students and children across the globe must be imparted life skill 

education so that they can specifically address their needs, keep themselves motivated. Life Skill 

Education will definitely bring a change in their attitude. It will yield positive results in the long 

run by providing a supportive environment for the adolescent especially during the time of crisis.  

 

Suggestions 

 In order to understand the significance and importance of life skill education for adolescent 

girls, it is very much imperative that every school must include this in their regular curriculum like 

appropriate components on proper body image, menstrual hygiene and reproductive health, respect 

for opposite sex, trafficking and sex rackets, cyber-crimes – mobiles, internet and pornography, 

legal provisions and rights of girls, stress management etc. There is a need of appointing life skills 

trainer/counselor who will act as a motivator for the adolescent girls by enhancing their mental 

health, train them with better skills and make them capable enough to meet the challenges of life 

both during normal time and at the time of crisis. Mental support is very much needed during the 

time of crisis for the girls because if they are mentally strong enough then they can at least stand 

on their own to face the risks and challenges. For providing psychological support to the girls, 

progammes can be conducted in TV‘s, Radio‘s or Social Networking sites where they can learn 

those skills while sitting at home at the time of crisis. Parents, at the same time also have a duty to 

impart life skills education at home by engaging the girls in various creative activities. 
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