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Charles Albert Fergusson-
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Diglossia Fergusson-

Diglossia ‘Diglossic’-

(Theory of Diglossia of Fergussons’ )

Diglossia William Marcais-

Fergusson-

High Low

standard regional dialect

 

  Formal Informal  

 

Ferguson- 

“Diglossia is a relatively stable language situation in which, in addition to 

the primary dialects of the language ( which many include a standard or regional 

standard), there is a very divergent highly codified (often grammatically more 

complex) superposed variety, the vehicle of a large and respected body of written 
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literature, either or an earlier period or another speech community, which is 

learned largly by formal education and is used for most written and formal sproken 

purpose but is not by any sector of the community for ordinary conversation

High H 

low L H

L H

“A very divergent highly codified (often grammatically more 

complex) superposed variety, the vehicle of a large and respected body of written 

literature, either or an earlier period or another speech community, which is 

learned largly by formal education.

H 

H H: that it is more beautiful, more expresssive, more 

logical, that it has divine sanction, or what evertheir beliefs may be.”
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The proponents of L argue that some variety of L must be adopted because 

it is closer to the real thinking and feeling people; it case the educational problem 

sine people have all ready acquired a basic knowlegde  of it in early childhood; and 

it is a more effective instrument of communication at all level
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High language, H Low language, L

 “In all the difining languages it is typical behavior to have someone read 

aloud from a newspaper written in H and then proceed to discuss the contents in L. 

In all the defining languages it is typical behavior to listen to a formal speech in H 

and then discuss it, often the speaker himself in L.”

H- 

H L
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H L

H L
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Pier Paolo Giglioli (ed), ‘C. A. Gerguson, Diglossia, 1959’, “Language and Social Context”,      

p- 245  
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